Legislative Bulletin

DRAFT

A Publication of the County Executive Office/Legislative Affairs

October 13, 2026
Item No. 12

County of Orange Positions on Proposed Legislation

The Legislative Bulletin provides the Board of Supervisors with analyses of measures pending in
Sacramento and Washington that are of interest to the County. Staff provides recommended positions
that fall within the range of policies established by the Board. According to the County of Orange
Legislative Affairs Program Guidelines adopted by the Board of Supervisors on January 25, 2022,
staff recommendations for formal County positions on legislation will be agendized and presented in
this document for Board action at regular Board of Supervisors meetings. When the Board takes
formal action on a piece of legislation, the CEO will direct the County’s legislative advocates to
promote the individual bills as approved by the Board. The Legislative Bulletin also provides the
Board of Supervisors with informative updates on State and Federal issues.

The 2025-2026 Legislative Platform was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November 19, 2024.
On October 13, 2026, the Board of Supervisors will consider the following actions:

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1. Receive and File Legislative Bulletin

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. County Position Matrix: CEO-LA
2. Sacramento Legislative Report

3. Washington DC Legislative Report



INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

County Position Matrix: CEO-LA

The tables below list the bills the Board of Supervisors has taken positions on in the 2025-26
legislative session.

State Legislation

Measure

As of Thursday, October 8, 2026

Date of Board

Action

Board
Position

Solid waste landfills: subsurface

Fund.

AB 28 Schiavo 06/24/2025 Oppose | 09/20/2026 - Chaptered
temperatures.
Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire
Prevention, Drought
Preparedness, and Clean Air
AB 35 Alvarez Bond Act of 2024: 03/24/2026 Support | 07/16/2026 - Chaptered
Administrative Procedure Act:
exemption: program guidelines
and selection criteria.
AB 282 Pellerin | D'serimination: housing: source | o506/5025 | support | 09/11/2025 - 2 Year
of income.
In-Home Supportive Services Subport if
AB 283 Haney Employer-Employee Relations | 08/26/2025 PP 08/31/2026 - Dead
o= Amended
Act.
Income taxes: exclusions: 2026
AB 760 Ta . 06/23/2026 Support 09/27/2026 - Vetoed
- Garden Grove chemical leak.
Disposable, battery-embedded
AB 762 Irwin vapor inhalation device: 04/22/2025 Support | 09/28/2026 - Chaptered
prohibition and penalties.
AB 1088 Bains Public health: kratom. 06/24/2025 Support 07/01/2026 - Dead
General plan: annual report:
AB 1567 Ta congregate and residential care | 03/24/2026 Support 09/27/2026 - Vetoed
for the elderly.
. Foster youth: disaster aid
AB 1602 | Rubio, Blanca ) 03/24/2026 Support 09/20/2026 - Vetoed
assistance.
AB 1617 Alanis Household hazardous waste: | q/415055 | Support | 09/14/2026 - Chaptered
reporting.
AB1619 | Valencia | "uPlicemployees' retirement: | q19,0006 | Support |09/27/2026 - Chaptered
administration.
AB 1638 Ta County veterans service 04/14/2026 | Support | 05/14/2026 - Dead
- officers: additional resources.
AB 1830 Petrie-Norris Ignition interlock devices. 03/24/2026 Support 08/31/2026 - Dead
Wildfire prevention: local
AB 1893 Gallagher assistance grant program: 04/28/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead
eligible activities.
Local government assistance:
AB 2002 Solache Regional Early Action Planning | 04/28/2026 Support 08/14/2026 - Dead
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=HYhkEnfJ99hjzVXzNABjKFZzwKqDrZVP2KBFBMpZ0EPoJK4R3Sy7ArZd32C5lxN47Jdcfy9rvuA96d0EvJqRnZI5VJ8tfv11V3ewNgZz9fu5QYyV+tn9u27x8Pwumgei89rxrQyiJc8iPbF3mKyV4Q==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/441
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=YJ9ySRG+HXhto30wNP3i662CgsbSAPxD6If8v9xuS0clSUqBAY+tiyDhSxpCISTgW6FMdSb2din95ognfBzbk3cIZM6E8li2HfsKxZ8b4e4ii6pGIe2dsM5FGU5xlN/vxgVhCtGk49DuGtOgeZeKKw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/504
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=261TZ/ZI1iQLIVYE0fZnwwKfoaSV6ECbhD50+bnaEBNtiKliJDNDx42d8yOkRYDgDBTK2V2q+XFrlVZGS/c4mpeiOycvq307H5c/i8wxR8KCVVKgRs6HFXOQywp/ecFvp8FN0+zHQxit4gKZqOyOGA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/438
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=fvL1y05m6479cRGxvlCNbLPR0feksU7GcWEN7CkdroV6bMQLuFk5dOG3C2LUbGQpXA5xCXO/RF9Gt0OGkKYZtuOKQsKPh5yjipphrERn244oU+F+rUSptAh6uSlnMqf2iNn+Tz9TeuyRImTpH6Nr0A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/503
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=MrylzQITaxMat03YEdgV3Sd6YRyjMu6OrDi2X8Td2dYQ48OgLZ2kP6E/IB5e4ZkrO2sKUlCYvMIorQGr/E8nH6ZgC5LSIrSlXvxtet8tjG5HhZfkniWqfLB4DPs0y5P9KZrSAlVjJNLZaE8mqVXIpA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=3zAWJPG8wAOMO/5jggtSWwJ+HudErJ3C2jSeeIzMVIyCjiXQK2I1JLIpgqXWxaJcuEoFZrCRuBd3lKETRDBcHW+P5wG2yQen3MMLjVcvVln2IjJ8KET6Vy5bzjE8LTAqOZzQAz6f2L7TOtvk9iMpRQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/442
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=cr5erR4LPD5CzY1N8AR8j9o77Mz6nysR9YuSMHC9OIiiBpZN9xdReYBYlfx2hj/Pkw92LmIir54dQcIBzAk7tFGD3Psn2iJYy4cntg09U9mRM9Wjx0xuIW+ertnjqpao/q6vh0pVVp+/QU6VgrC1fA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/316
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=+xq7jZKrzwSYJ+V2owQNiUeuOgKfANcifcjXy1AqS5uOJoGSkdBygJsBnDT9J9n8cV+rgwTQcbUg2qRF0Pfzf9eg/yLp4vCgzYnzC3QMiJhlC3WyR7OkY8VH8k6rAXBfRJFZhzuDFfd2ebuSPstmGw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=D2i+Ju2fMUdvnC4oJW5uJFzjDkU1BKvXJeas+HL+btqaGLSC+EU8Caj2137LQGKqVEwdV9YXNPt+TCzX/cv2piegt8SumZM2RACh8eleEArN/8/uXrt04M7qSM9gBpMTKUEZu44gCZxwoLBwXK+8rg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/323
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=nIMgoi2Hsv/Q9KwVH3ZYalTuq8evB2veS79PXvx+evFLp3F58Ks4r7/T9mNZAgwGRve4wLS8FpbkDIOC2R81u7sm++55Wb9xAFn/5UxVYaiYKYT45c0cpAxza7XPVlpJUmdQJBFQ9t4QRmjR/mwfrg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/363
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=RSyaZvqHZXpexwQuKBIIWn/rdiLejy2I2m0JNO0RkaWuwb/ldCYNk9PPC1sP/Gb+WMbmus6vxwGYpQmxJe7YrcPtIE7lx1Z5yojvQWDimX5dS0n9CvimSsFLtehLyxu6DqR/qDBcE7yamCKMkDGCHQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/327
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=iD+Vb6LFP3y3UGuewZOZ9AgXvXpkq8fKv3NMtZwZbzhC3WVs9wqNhTJfivxhqzqnypJJgwjdBYk4VJSRKdqsL+HyRnX4tqLEcgEFTTCmSGMZqI33KOC5Fdq0S7gibpzYLVvNgG6LpjsiYlNw+k1qUg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=zgDROcv3xzkunZaFNS4BD82xTLH40VJGB/gC9pn6p4xiMJzZSNUEqMLDHZFopuYKnHEv3aaE7qkCpU/JuzBP1m5Ix/hc1slu19cknEdVxNyD48Eg/5aSP5QX4BQcVG23SAwDWkTAVEG8gbeP/wSvvw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/454
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=mLWkCTU0oewqyF37gUBKncHuZgD/gQIos95GjfQChQurVYuvpwBT8Kgnb8aNIMMuxGi/sZoINHlOusqhnpvQziKxZP9PsEiXOcMbZmJ7y5bPGi9LqT1s1+de/99SqYFY/09Ct2vzhWmDYHOQKNxgmQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/429
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=bzLSgwrhkUAbYL4PbZeZ7oXfCq9zKZdsVFUwSjGihf0lbGjV6Wz3VFD+o0+HsgJqhDuVxgW1O1KNl4hSngoaink8IvoWaBuhZOInLn1dq6vvrXqDP1agPHatsUs5pWKnFUcsrv1UIrx+WLSVhUFBlA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/505

Public resources: coastal

AB 2051 Wicks resources: Coastal Resilience | 08/11/2026 Support | 09/27/2026 - Chaptered
Permitting Working Group.
The Parent’s Accountability and
AB 2076 Lowenthal Child Protection Act: online 03/24/2026 Support | 09/30/2026 - Chaptered
marketplaces: nitrous oxide.
AB 2194 Valencia Medi-Cal: special commissions.| 06/23/2026 |No Position |09/27/2026 - Chaptered
AB 2309 Bains CalFresh Protection Act. 04/14/2026 Support 08/31/2026 - Dead
AB 2320 Ta MEEIE(T&H;) d“:{')'t‘i?/eprrgggzr_“z 12/16/2025 | Sponsor |09/30/2026 - Chaptered
The California Coastal Act: local
AB 2373 Dixon °°?)T;i': agg;ab'gr:(‘:j d'i‘g'l;'se 04/14/2026 | Support | 05/14/2026 - Dead
adaptation approach.
Wildfire: Regional Forest and
AB 2513 | Petrie-Norris ngesif:fgét’ér:ﬁg;f;r:ﬁa' 03/24/2026 | Support |09/29/2026 - Chaptered
regional landscape grants.
Alcohol or other drug recovery
AB 2562 Dixon and treatment programs and 04/14/2026 Support | 09/27/2026 - Chaptered
facilities: suicide prevention.
Public health: Body Brokering
AB 2614 Dixon and Patient Referral Integrity 04/14/2026 Support 04/23/2026 - Dead
Act.
Community Assistance,
SB 28 Umberg Recovery, and Empowerment | 08/11/2026 Oppose 08/14/2026 - Dead
(CARE) court program.
SB296 | Archuleta | o oPor ISXEUOM SXMPUON: | 031552025 | Support  |09/28/2026 - Chaptered
Alcohol and drug recovery:
SB320 | Blakespear "Ce”Se;:[i‘?iztdm;r:gfgcr:::es and| 031252025 | Support |09/27/2026 - Chaptered
investigations.
SB 417 Limén T:zll‘f:;rggi g’fcfgogggg'_e 04/28/2026 i‘::: dr:: 06/25/2026 - Chaptered
SB 577 @ Public entities. 08/25/2025 Support | 09/30/2026 - Chaptered
SB 758 Umberg Public health: nitrous oxide. 01/13/2026 Sponsor | 09/30/2026 - Chaptered
Property taxation: disabled
SB 888 Seyarto veterans’ exemption: household| 03/24/2026 Support 08/31/2026 - Dead
income.
SB 893 Seyarto States‘izik'f;::if;";eesmp::’z' Goldl 0411412026 | support | 05/14/2026 - Dead
Driving under the influence and
SB 907 Archuleta other driving offenses: 03/24/2026 Support | 09/25/2026 - Chaptered
comprehensive reform.
SB 936 Blakespear Nitrous oxide: sales. 12/16/2025 Sponsor |09/18/2026 - Chaptered
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=d6XKQnSSAPuhJb721hkPj54z8wF0HypMHkkAswOARZQzrVEuTWs0NoZV32vura8dv8d3m4IX98hcknGjTW7RDO2kPx+xxqRHev1joTX13LHsProQfA/Puno6EcowJO6iwIrN7VTsDgZyBFM5a0dSZw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/306
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=g5AcmpFUVJbGn93GejoXi3BaU1HXMssYbBtlpgpfYVo0s/ogbFoPhbjo0Vnl3Q8tUlRBGmsp9XCFRYbZoNZPZzzg/wrz4jtbDXhOE8sFA911rEhwpGqMG6yc+1Arb/tFmVjK3kqe6gdpd8llFSnF4Q==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/385
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=ze1Y3QWgs7pRXvdrQnFHggDnW5eRoto+zp4U5c0Wmy8uyn6c2xcur0Fl1JUmUv8OecBhuNRyD8y9ZY2qyqgndne0nO2AbCGPTbOyr0xEG7yyRVSAT3b3q8TE5+3jdfQashvj3f7W7LntDPieNhVIzg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/327
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=XtkLtf6ncDPcYtlMgHSMmj1j3yO6zZWKQQZiiIg9lrMxNa097Rv9/HPWp5nRfQIZbuAQiAFk9Q/HKWgEs/sUhk4rAk2InGJjDyOWvnKyKAdGeGbktQuFa8Evb664+XPVHZM+oPRob1Uyu8Yc2yj4yA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/316
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=1RQEn+27kB+fnFcjh2OL2WxOnSDqrfuvDOTAmKJqEC8KlkAN/XdvHlttWTBuiXf20HrrLIXkdRBCefYx3qk/CChQ5FW8k6ZbB4glQc65qAV+qvnbmsRDyxjounmnw3tV+CADLmzu/88/L1+Q1B552w==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=/vaNxO65zL4eDjUo8Y6sY8JSUvs4XFpDRev2Urd9LgZxkbdffcWJ9iuP0CiOOrxHVRQsg6cgM2JGt9/thn4qB3MWYPwbLq47nRE1sWnOjfieguGevRqQpy5O829Zstc4Y4ouT8/K9rWKuio3ty/ruQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=gXTdxKTkezcUUMQYfg4MRPg70fs5pVBq46SLpKoZza6txsz219/Qbf56gHLql2V1QtCtf++Ais3dAbFS0+k9IhnRYpvCC67He1CexSvQj3C/xjRf3fb0OKMR+6nxpkWlMp6Ct/XitkCC/ZIqC0ILTg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/454
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=VU8zQIRdnNvD/+0RkNCHejMwL92V2mztzeHCO6evlqtw48cNNW3n5VAsvN8pUFWROqUodO2uWc6O9mI8jEO+QBmUsOqMfhwkw1R3WyMtUkz3G5p53qvRaNrtSJfn9Gr8XdW694ts+lCRa8Iee+RLdw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=e6InpyfGUdt1CJIQnfMzi3GQmKNFgLC58aLOO8HHhVdW6qKDWSS3uk8kjx2RFMI1PnkiY5n3RcHSH8JxXkTRu9tD0GWcOcRLekusJ/Y8fN38g9BeiBJx/en1nUyggKge/YVbdfySODFhQQoLzvHRmw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=k2Hf5JnTisfYarNZChH/LnEBuN0zRUEnAhfRBlbYErywEEv0JFG5PI9TanLRNiah2/ioiQfsQ3aagsTIAyh8BbS/o52qcoFj1sYtkc/ZWlWkNa5DvqPt2QGQIJqnXOcmqx3O9VYZFsm3q2LQrdgMsg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/427
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=RLmPFZx8ru91MNvlwvRKxe7rMIgqUn+OQyrjjNQ83OBIFNawUy9Rg7O9tN+qT73/ErjVByWxPwyBilDXI9Ti0OJo/oowVVg97ZQndPg/kI4bp6fcxszoq/F3Qgzwt50nUhA9f9FsWauPvhVUKvYgiQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/491
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=KeKixoqdBIuD5u/hRJwb7DNwC/r22mXomKc3I1DeSU0KqxJiPeuvSowGXOmXgc6q7f8Wep2FJdbQy9t+7O2WN9uyaljOdB0j2DUNTqAXNKHl06EHajNeyTWNzovpsAvz+cxfD5CQKoaU+k8YvXwtTA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=Ltyf/f5425/KMIaGtA5mO65DIO1pv+I1dIEcuh5GMrGaWf/EoSQpgspEbJ9R0BUp0oTIWHMXyEtJJwQ8ABTN0x7Ro8+4I8yNe2HoKjR6WspWJg0XSbYWcblIdZjPJFnlsSzCe1GsHVDFkIMw0GuaZw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/395
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=cDsVabCoaxk2P/Vstez51W39TceFIMzYyYuQvjFRVStt6FjwXhrBVnNTwl4kh/R8vErbyFdZvDFPHmy7QVvbdBavCgi4DApsnz2E3imXH2wuxGqZeYcxNG8buFIubcHFzE2dj+/s+3l+ZWYsyvZ4LA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/394
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=fOLc06qXU7fBdfCiMRMP6DUAjFcLBq7ofcR+fp9LVGVHliUEwcETOd4X5w89CrKl2dI0vo4o6NLes74n83tLbrA6WUxSfeqn9jFyzV5YmabLBmk1Q/QKwYv/UG71QBquf3J8mvc9FvqBmDEZdI5sAw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/427
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=7/8MV3tmUxHYjUE4FNmfzwot8hiSy77z2Z9hw7IM1fTcatWJNa1Tv1mDPP5Tp8cCyDEggaOqrkueP9HXcg9ZbKIP8f/NHVGteicOZZFkfI9DWVfB3AXy/hOMtYVMhwtBtssx86u9PjJEzH04o1s/sw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/476
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=HORfSLavyD2YYjmAymBZ5BDLSUS0pXCxsqBDBiNDHSfOdZWxLPQAkWlR38nNXrcKq5059YZspF0jtUuCkDTFxilKqrBSFxoPXdqZ7xcS4q1AQdCPs89Bkylq6b0eOSkTx+5S2nyc8qCf9adb2rfNNQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/476
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=146Pe9J38UAxky935ZC4ms9cOJo6BApzhrlv5zYJ2kzDNU489zfDB60Mzyz60NwF7pkkGMQrTO0guETYHKIb9+BaaOAlxfK0t4hvjIQw0sWVPn0tZYZb2NwVpAesoUyv90286z7QUbu5rzAgYIB15g==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/491
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=lF9AoCMf6GN0iwYNn8O3dwKN3VYOWSOMgwYyysCvONe9us7AlJz66RAAOLKs+i3HUD9F0Yg4FyNRzhV5+A4jHvX9M1izotaj3uiY/hb493YaZqWky7lQ8Zt5H3ksW5ktxpz30r+F7nXe7XPxk+EJ2Q==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342

Veterans Cemetery

and sale of nitrous oxide.

SB 1040 Choi [Maintenance-Endowment Match| 04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead
Act.

sustainable cormanitos Oppose
SB 1087 Cabaldon . . 08/25/2026 Unless 09/30/2026 - Chaptered

strategies: transportation

; Amended
funding programs.
SB 1167 Blakespear Vehicles: electric bicycles. 04/28/2026 Support | 09/30/2026 - Chaptered
SB 1310 Choi Voter reg'StEf_';’g prospective | 45/16/2025 | Sponsor | 04/23/2026 - Dead
Cigarette or tobacco product

SB 1314 Menijivar retailers: new retail locations 03/24/2026 Support 08/14/2026 - Dead

Federal Legislation

Measure ‘ Author

As of Thursday, October 8, 2026

Date of Board

Action

Board
Position

Housing Unhoused Disabled

Senate Committee on

Enforcement (VISIBLE) Act of
2025

H.R. 965 Sherman Veterans Act 05/20/2025 Support Banking, Housirllg, and
Urban Affairs
H.R. 1012 Levin Spent Fuel P2r|(§>2r|€t_)|zat|on Act of 05/20/2025 Support EI:ZLrJS;aCnc;mCrT;lrtTt]ersec;Se
SUPPORT for Patients and
H.R. 2483 Guthrie Communities Reauthorization 06/24/2025 Support Became Law
Act of 2025
H.R.5462 | Goldman The Michelle Alyssa Go Act | 03/24/2026 | Support E';:Z‘:gsj ;%mc'g':;er:efze
H.R. 8023 Sanchez The Child Care Supply Tax 05/19/2026 Support House Committee on
Credit Act. Ways and Means
Senate Committee on
S. 1462 Curtis Fix Our Forests Act 09/23/2025 Support Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry
Visible Identification Standards
S. 2212 Padilla for Immigration-Based Law 08/26/2025 Support Senate Committee on

the Judiciary

|:| Highlighted sections symbolize a status change.
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https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=7ZmpCACEhS4Rcze+ZBkAsbjchF7comsZ6emW/7mFWhVS4TfYtj7Sl7WLDHCsAL3CLW83Dv8UG8KqLjWlf+0R6NchXp65d7YS/Ewwfni66izBOp6FO3wA4vve4s1wivb/tOSr6cpqIcdaQp/B+0w/2Q==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/461
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=8PgBC0vaSrb8Q/GGGOOfiULthvlmwUGwZMwFp1NmqQmo5FScOFxD60NIzjaGW35LCI6NtInzZ/e2ZLcGZ/+nvG50ZfBX/Z9ad5mfyJNkPAc9ToFJbV0FzHODwFqkh7MsYIBIFm08diI5gffyIAh+lg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/258
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=8XwoRHjzpk9EjWgBq2mbVEkvcsfKJsCLwAuVk64g6EruEtmLBRJQeNxd8V/5PBVYmvQP7lr+bbx23J8MN5pLzANMIuY8NLlmx9nND8vjDTFzdhnKf1x/IbMa9kjNp9tI3nRMyi3hda6Qjgs60At9zA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
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2. Sacramento Legislative Report

Prepared by Precision Advocacy Group LLC

With the 2025-26 legislative session concluded and the September 30 deadline for the governor to
act on legislation now passed, attention is shifting to implementation of newly enacted laws and the
fiscal and policy challenges that will shape the 2027 legislative session.

This report highlights recent analyses from the Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) examining the 2026-
27 state budget, with particular attention to provisions affecting Orange County. Key developments
include funding for the Orange Central Justice Center and Proposition 36 implementation, changes to
state housing and homelessness programs, transportation funding pressures, and the allocation of
Proposition 4 resources for wildfire prevention, flood protection, and coastal resilience. The reports
also identify several issues likely to carry into next year's budget discussions, including new local
requirements for homelessness funding, declining revenues for certain state programs, and the fiscal
impacts of federal Medicaid changes.

The report also summarizes final action on legislation affecting local governments, including
measures related to public employment, artificial intelligence, housing and land use, health and
human services, public safety, and natural resources. Several newly enacted laws will create
additional administrative or fiscal responsibilities for counties, while others preserve or expand local
authority. The summaries identify positions taken by local government associations and highlight
significant considerations for Orange County as implementation begins.

The Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) has released a series of reports detailing the major
components of the 2026-27 state spending plan, including actions related to housing and
homelessness, transportation, courts and public safety, natural resources, emergency management,
and other state programs. Taken together, the reports provide additional detail on several budget
actions of particular interest to Orange County, including funding for the Orange Central Justice
Center, Proposition 36 implementation, homelessness programs, wildfire and climate resilience,
emergency preparedness, transportation, and election administration.

Several of the reports also identify issues that will carry into the 2027 budget and legislative
discussions. These include implementation of new Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention
(HHAP) program requirements, allocation of Proposition 4 funding, continued pressures on transit and
affordable housing programs from lower Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund revenues, and unresolved
county costs such as trial court security. The following summarizes the most significant developments
and their potential implications for Orange County.

Housing, Homelessness, and Local Government

The 2026-27 budget contains a significant restructuring of how state affordable-housing dollars will
move beginning in 2027. At least half of the private-activity bonds reserved for affordable housing
must initially be set aside for projects receiving Housing Development and Finance Committee
(HDFC) awards, and those projects will automatically receive associated federal 4% tax credits. This
could make the HDFC process considerably more important for Orange County projects seeking
layered state financing.

At the same time, the amount of funding available through the Affordable Housing and Sustainable
Communities program is likely to be substantially below the statutory ceiling. Although up to $560
million from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) can support the affordable-housing
component, the Department of Finance estimated in August that only $132 million would be available
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in 2026-27. The budget separately provides $200 million one-time General Fund for the Multifamily
Housing Program and another $500 million in discretionary state Low-Income Housing Tax Credits.

One provision worth flagging for County-led affordable housing projects is the new treatment of
development impact fees. Beginning in 2027-28, if a city or county is the lead applicant for a state-
funded affordable-housing project and charges a development impact fee, the state award must be
reduced by the amount of that fee. Conversely, projects where local governments waive or reduce
fees or provide certain in-kind contributions can receive priority for state funding.

On homelessness, the state adds $390 million to the seventh round of HHAP, bringing HHAP 7 to
$890 million statewide. The money comes with materially tighter conditions: a new local matching
requirement, a Prohousing-designation requirement for participating cities and their counties, and
local encampment policies consistent with California Interagency Council on Homelessness (Cal ICH)
guidance. Quarterly reporting replaces monthly fiscal reporting, which is a modest administrative
improvement. For Orange County, the new local match and policy conditions may be more
consequential than the headline increase in statewide funding.

Judiciary and Criminal Justice

The budget provides $36 million General Fund plus $3.6 million from the State Court Facilities
Construction Fund (SCFCF) in 2026-27 for the Orange Central Justice Center facility modification
project. Another $35 million General Fund and $3.5 million SCFCF are identified for 2027-28.

The broader trial-court budget also includes $70 million ongoing General Fund for baseline trial court
operations and $23.9 million ongoing for employee health and retirement costs. For Proposition 36
implementation, there is $30 million one time for trial courts, including $10 million for
workload/collaborative courts and $20 million for pretrial services, plus a separate $20 million one-
time Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) allocation for grants to county behavioral health
departments for Proposition 36 treatment costs.

Transportation

The transportation budget totals $31.2 billion, including $3.857 billion for local streets and roads,
compared with $3.690 billion estimated for 2025-26. The larger concern is GGRF-dependent transit
funding. The Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP), which has averaged about $400
million annually over the past decade, is assumed to receive only $95 million in 2026-27, while the
Low Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP) falls to $47 million compared with a roughly $145
million historical annual average. Actual amounts remain dependent on auction revenue.

There is some offsetting transit assistance. $230 million one-time through the Zero-Emission Transit
Capital Program will be distributed by formula to regional transportation planning agencies and then
to transit operators for zero-emission vehicles and/or operations.

Two other pieces are worth watching regionally. The budget permits up to $20 million for local transit
agencies and another $10 million for local-government security costs associated with major events,
which could become relevant as Southern California prepares for major events including the LA28
Olympic games. The budget also continues Caltrans' homeless-encampment coordinator team
program with $6.3 million in 2026-27; the team works directly with local governments, law
enforcement, and service providers on encampments along state highways.

The report also notes approximately $540 million for the Trade Corridor Enhancement Program, with
$15 million specifically directed to road improvements serving the Ports of Los Angeles and Long
Beach, potentially relevant to Orange County's broader goods-movement network even though the
appropriation is not County-specific.
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Natural Resources, Proposition 4, and Wildfire

The LAQO's October 5 report gives the clearest picture yet of second-year Proposition 4
implementation. The budget package provides roughly $2.7 billion in new Proposition 4 spending,
while about $3.8 billion remains available for future years. The largest remaining balances are
approximately $1.5 billion for water/drought/flood resilience, $697 million for coastal resilience, and
$561 million for wildfire and forest resilience.

For wildfire, CalFire receives $207 million from Proposition 4 in 2026-27, including $64 million for local
fire prevention grants, $39 million for regional projects and $37 million for forest health. This is a
particularly important funding pool for Orange County to watch as guidelines and solicitations move
forward.

Water and flood funding is also substantial. The Department of Water Resources receives $361
million of Proposition 4 funding, including $247.6 million for flood management, $77.5 million for
regional watershed/groundwater/instream-flow work, $11.9 million for urban stream restoration, and
$14 million for dam safety. Within flood funding, the budget includes $24.4 million for local flood-
control projects undertaken with the Army Corps outside the State Plan of Flood Control.

There is also significant coastal funding. Proposition 4 provides $215 million for coastal resilience in
2026-27, including approximately $83 million for Coastal Conservancy coastal-resilience projects and
programs, with a large balance remaining for future years. This is worth tracking for Orange County
shoreline, coastal infrastructure and sea-level-rise projects.

Emergency Management and Other Provisions

There are several direct Orange County investments in this report. The budget provides $2.6 million
to Costa Mesa for emergency communications center upgrades as part of $74.5 million in direct local
emergency-management/public-safety grants. More significantly, it provides $12.5 million General
Fund in 2026-27 to open and begin operating the Southern Regional Emergency Operations Center
in Costa Mesa, declining to $8.4 million annually beginning in 2028-29. The facility is expected to be
completed in late 2027 and will accommodate federal, state, and local emergency-management
partners.

The California Military Department also receives $7.8 million for preliminary plans for the Los Alamitos
Battalion Headquarters Readiness Center. The overall project is estimated at $135.3 million, with the
federal government expected to cover 75% of allowable construction costs and a later state General
Fund contribution estimated at $30 million to $35 million.

For emergency communications statewide, the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES)
receives $144.9 million in additional one-time authority for Next Generation 911 (NG911), which OES
estimates will increase the monthly 911 surcharge by 13 cents in calendar year 2027. The legislature
has imposed additional technical review, auditing, and reporting requirements before OES can
establish a permanent statewide NG911 system.

The Proposition 4 community wildfire mitigation program receives roughly $25 million for
home/community hardening, with a $25,000-per-property cap and a requirement that funded projects
benefit disadvantaged communities or vulnerable populations. OES must submit its program proposal
by January 10, 2027.

Finally, the budget provides $34 million to counties for the November election: $29 million for staffing,
equipment, technology, or space intended to speed ballot counting and $5 million for voter outreach.
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The LAO report does not specify Orange County's allocation; that will depend on the Department of
Finance/State Controller allocation schedule.

Supplemental Report: Important 2027 Watch Items

The Supplemental Report is less about new appropriations and more about issues the legislature has
ordered agencies to develop for the next budget cycle. The most important one for Orange County is
a requirement that the Department of Finance present legislative options by March 1, 2027, to hold
the state's largest corporations financially accountable for employees enrolled in Medi-Cal. The
requirement disappears if the Medicaid provisions of federal Public Law 119-21 are repealed. Given
the County's focus on the fiscal effects of the federal Medicaid changes, this could become part of the
broader 2027 debate over how California finances coverage and uncompensated care.

Below is a summary of final action on measures affecting local government on which county and city
associations took positions that may be impactful to Orange County.

Government Finance and Administration Legislation

These measures address public employment, workers’ compensation, retirement systems, elections,
public records, artificial intelligence, open meetings, taxes, local fees, and administrative
responsibilities.

AB 1331 (Elhawary) Workplace surveillance — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal
Cities opposed. Limits the use of workplace surveillance tools by employers, including by prohibiting
an employer from monitoring or surveilling employees in a bathroom located in the workplace. The bill
will provide an employee with the right to leave behind workplace surveillance tools that are on their
person or in their possession when entering a bathroom, except as specified.

Opponents argued that AB 1331 would impose substantial costs, administrative burdens, and legal
liability on public agencies while potentially undermining workplace and public safety. The opposition
coalition contended that agencies would have to conduct rapid compliance audits, modify hardware
and software, and face possible fines for noncompliance. They also argued that the bill is
unnecessarily broad because its definition of workplace surveillance could encompass routine tools
such as security cameras, ID badges, key fobs, email, and Microsoft Teams.

In his signing message, the governor supported protections against intrusive workplace monitoring
while asking lawmakers to clarify the scope of the new restrictions to avoid unintended effects on
legitimate workplace technology.

AB 1383 (McKinnor) Public employees’ retirement benefits — Vetoed - CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and
Cal Cities opposed. Would have changed pension rules for new public employees and safety
members beginning January 1, 2027, by raising pensionable compensation caps, adding new safety
retirement formulas, and allowing certain negotiated changes under the Public Employees' Pension
Reform Act (PEPRA). It would have applied nhew compensation caps for PERS and STRS members,
required new STRS members to follow specified limits, and replaced existing safety formulas with
new options such as 2.5%, 2.7%, or 3% at age 55. The bill would also have let employers and unions
negotiate higher or lower safety plans in some cases and would have increased appropriations from
continuously funded retirement accounts.

Opponents argued that AB 1383 would have rolled back key cost-containment provisions of PEPRA,
significantly increased pension liabilities, and created additional fiscal pressure for local governments,
schools, transit agencies, and other public employers.
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In his veto message, the governor said the bill would have patrtially reversed the 2012 pension
reforms and emphasized preserving the fiscal sustainability of defined-benefit pensions and the
safeguards adopted in response to the financial crisis.

AB 1439 (Garcia) Public retirement systems: development projects: labor standards — Signed
into law — CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities opposed. Requests that the University of California,
Berkeley, Labor Center conduct an independent study to analyze the extent of labor standards
protections in California real estate and infrastructure development projects funded through the real
asset portfolios of PERS and STRS. The study and a report of its findings must be completed and
provided to the legislature and the Department of Finance by January 1, 2028.

Opponents argued that AB 1439 (Garcia) would improperly invite political interference in the
investment decisions of California’s public pension systems and undermine the independent fiduciary
authority of CalPERS and CalSTRS. Although the bill was amended to require only a study of labor
standards for pension-system investments, the coalition contended that it remains rooted in an effort
to restrict pension investments based on labor-policy objectives and could lay the groundwork for
future divestment mandates.

AB 1821 (Pacheco) California Public Records Act: agency response time — Signed into law —
CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Changes the California Public Records Act by
requiring agencies to determine whether requested records are disclosable and notify the requester
within 10 business days, with a possible 14-business-day extension.

AB 1883 (Bryan) Workplace surveillance tools — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal
Cities opposed. Will, with certain exceptions, prohibit an employer from using a workplace
surveillance tool that uses artificial intelligence to, among other things, collect neural data or
recognize an individual’s emotional state. The bill defines an employer to include a governmental
entity, including, among other entities, charter cities, and the University of California. The bill
authorizes the Labor Commissioner or a public prosecutor to enforce the bill’s provisions.

Opponents argued that AB 1883 would impose costly restrictions on routine workplace security tools,
particularly those inferring emotional states even when used for safety purposes. They warned public
agencies could face compliance costs and system replacement without additional resources.

The coalition also noted the bill increases legal risk and overlaps with existing labor protections.

In his signing message, the governor identified missing definitions and asked lawmakers to clarify the
law so that restrictions on invasive monitoring do not inadvertently impede beneficial security and
other legitimate workplace technologies.

AB 1908 (McKinnor) Settlement agreements: victims’ compensation funding — Signed into law
— CSAC and UCC supported. Allows certain written settlements of tort claims against local public
entities to be enforced in court, even when no civil action is pending, if the claim qualifies for a local
victim compensation program and the agreement expressly provides for enforcement under Code of
Civil Procedure Section 664.6.

Supporters noted that AB 1908 clarifies that counties may use obligation bonds and debt financing for
county-established victims’ compensation funds to manage exceptionally large civil liabilities, such as
childhood sexual assault claims.

AB 1961 (Ahrens) Civil actions: protective orders: workplace violence — Signed into law —

CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Allows an employer to seek a workplace violence
restraining order on behalf of all employees at a workplace or primary work location when
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harassment, unlawful violence, or a credible threat of violence is directed there. It also removes the
need to name individual employees as protected parties in that situation.

AB 2179 (Patel) Workplace violence: restraining orders — Signed into law — CSAC supported.
Beginning on January 1, 2028, allows any party or witness to a petition for a restraining order to
appear remotely at a hearing and prohibits any fee for appearing remotely. Additionally, requires the
court of each county to develop rules and instructions for such remote appearances and post them on
its website. The bill will also, commencing on January 1, 2028, require courts to allow filings related to
such protective orders to be submitted electronically.

AB 2224 (Hadwick) County recorders: fees — Signed into law — CSAC supported. Increases
county recording fees, raising the first-page fee from $10 to $15 and additional-page fees from $3 to
$4, while eliminating several supplemental charges. Fees may not exceed the reasonable cost of
services and must be used exclusively by the county recorder’s office.

AB 2341 (Fong) Local government: emergency response services: languages other than
English — Signed into law — CSAC and UCC supported. Requires local agencies providing
emergency response services to translate emergency information into each language spoken by at
least 5% of residents who speak English less than “very well,” based on American Community Survey
or similarly reliable data. Local agencies may adopt broader translation standards.

AB 2529 (Johnson) Civil claims: public entities and employees: declaration — Signed into law —
CSAC and Cal Cities supported. Requires claims against public entities or employees to include a
declaration that, on information and belief, the contents are true and correct. It amends the
Government Claims Act by adding this verification requirement to the signature rule for claims.

AB 2640 (Hadwick) Commission on State Mandates: state mandates — Signed into law — CSAC,
UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Changes the timing and options for Controller notice and
payment adjustments related to state reimbursement claims by local agencies and school districts.
Under current law, the Controller must notify a claimant within 30 days after issuing remittance advice
if an audit or review changes a reimbursement claim. The bill instead requires notice within 30 days of
any adjustment resulting from an audit or review and allows the local agency or school district to
choose whether the Controller offsets the reduced reimbursement or adjusts the payment of claims.

AB 2656 (Petrie-Norris) Public employees: notice: artificial intelligence performing service
within scope of work — Vetoed — CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities opposed. Would have
required certain state and local public employers to provide written notice to a recognized employee
organization at least 45 days before taking an action to develop, purchase, or require the use of
GenAl to perform a service that is within the scope of work of the job classification represented by the
recognized employee organization.

Opponents argued that AB 2656 was overly broad and would capture routine tools like ChatGPT,
Microsoft Copilot, and Teams, delaying technology adoption and creating unnecessary administrative,
legal, and training costs.

They also emphasized that existing labor law already requires notice and bargaining when technology
impacts working conditions, making the bill duplicative.

In his veto message, the governor said the bill would have added redundant administrative
requirements and slowed adoption of routine technology. He favored addressing workplace-specific
effects through existing collective bargaining processes.

SB 922 (Laird) Vehicles: local agency charges: use of streets or highways — Signed into law —
CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Clarifies that local agencies may charge public service
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providers or ratepayers to recover street maintenance, repair, and related costs caused by using
public roads to deliver services such as water, power, refuse collection, and transportation. These
charges will not be considered prohibited fees for the privilege of using local streets under the Vehicle
Code. The bill is intended to preserve local fee authority and reject the court’s interpretation in Rogers
v. City of Redlands.

SB 947 (McNerney) Employment: automated decision systems — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC,
RCRC, and Cal Cities opposed. Restricts an employer’s use of automated decision systems starting
July 1, 2027, and creates notice, disclosure, enforcement, and anti-retaliation protections for
employees affected by disciplinary or termination decisions made with such systems. It allows
employees to request a description of the data used about them, require written post-use notice in
certain cases, and authorize enforcement by the Labor Commissioner or a public prosecutor, with
remedies and a $500 civil penalty per violation.

Opponents argue SB 947 would impose broad, costly requirements on public agencies and schools
using automated decision systems and Al, despite no pattern of misuse. They contend the definitions
are overly broad and capture routine technologies like Microsoft Office.

The coalition warns the bill would increase administrative and IT costs, divert staff from essential
services, and expose employers to litigation, while existing collective bargaining laws already provide
adequate safeguards.

SB 1005 (Caballero) Local agency: payment: rounding amount — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC,
RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Allows a local agency, if its governing body approves a resolution,
to round cash payments, refunds, or other cash amounts to the nearest five cents.

SB 1159 (Cabaldon) Artificial intelligence: transparency and governance — Signed into law —
CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Excludes artificial intelligence systems, autonomous
agents, and robots from various statutory terms for public participation and access and bars anyone
from using Al to falsely claim that a real person is engaged with a government agency. This change
applies to the Public Records Act, open meeting laws, the Administrative Procedure Act, CEQA, and
the Coastal Act, while allowing agencies to use verification tools to detect Al.

SB 1187 (Durazo) Open meetings — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities
supported. Repeals certain forthcoming Brown Act requirements for eligible local legislative bodies
concerning electronic requests for meeting materials, agenda translation, and assistance with public
translation or interpretation.

SB 1244 (Allen) Public Agency Benefits Intermediary Compensation Disclosure Act — Signed
into law — CSAC, UCC, and RCRC supported. Requires brokers, consultants, and other
intermediaries serving public agencies to disclose direct and indirect compensation, financial
interests, and potential conflicts related to employee health benefit contracts. Disclosures must
generally be provided before contracts are entered into or renewed, updated annually and when
material changes occur, and supported by records. The requirements apply to contracts entered,
extended, or renewed on or after January 1, 2028.

SB 1349 (Gonzalez) Taxation: tax expenditures: Legislative Analyst’s Office: assessment,
report, and recommendation — Signed into law — CSAC and Cal Cities supported. Requires the
Legislative Analyst’s Office to comprehensively assess the major tax expenditures of the state, write
and publish a report on each major tax expenditure, and make a recommendation to the legislature
based on each report.

Housing, Land Use, and Transportation Legislation
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These measures address public works, housing development, land use and permitting, transportation,
and related local government responsibilities.

AB 1198 (Haney) Public works: prevailing wages — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC, and RCRC
opposed. Changes how prevailing wage updates apply to certain public works contracts by extending
new wage determinations to large contracts and creating a faster process to challenge those rates.
Starting July 1, 2027, if the Director of Industrial Relations updates the prevailing wage within a
semiannual period, the change will apply to public works contracts awarded or noticed after that date
if the contract is worth at least $35 million.

Opponents argued that AB 1198 would create new and potentially unpredictable costs for local public
works projects by requiring certain prevailing wage determinations issued after a contract is awarded
to apply during the life of that contract. While the coalition supported the amendment limiting the bill to
projects of $35 million or more, it argues the measure should also be limited to projects lasting more
than 24 months and using alternative delivery methods such as Design-Build, Progressive Design-
Build, or Construction Manager/General Contractor. Opponents stress that agencies often rely on
fixed appropriations, grants, bond proceeds, voter-approved revenues, and adopted budgets, making
it difficult to absorb unexpected post-award costs.

AB 1621 (Wilson) Planning and Zoning Law: postentitiement phase permits: Housing
Accountability Act — Signed into law — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities opposed. Tightens and
speeds up local review of postentitlement and building permit applications, limits repeated plan
checks, shortens appeal deadlines, and makes failures to follow these rules a violation of the Housing
Accountability Act. It allows no more than two plan check and specification reviews for a building
permit application, requires tolling only when another independent public agency must review the
application, and shortens appeal decision deadlines to 30 business days for projects of 25 units or
fewer and 45 business days for larger projects.

Opponents argued that AB 1621 limits plan checks to two rounds, which could prevent thorough
reviews of complex projects for state building codes, environmental standards, and safety
compliance. They noted this restriction might force local governments to deny incomplete applications
rather than resolve issues, increasing litigation risks under housing laws.

AB 1786 (Harabedian) Public contracts: best value construction contracting for counties,
cities, and the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments — Signed into law — CSAC and Cal
Cities supported. Expands and extends a public construction best-value contracting program,
allowing counties, cities, and the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments to use it for projects
over $500,000 through January 1, 2032. It also updates related reporting and bidding requirements,
changes the deadline for the required legislative report to March 1, 2031, and makes conforming
changes tied to the expanded program.

AB 1820 (Schiavo) Electric vehicle charging stations: permit fees — Signed into law — CSAC,
RCRC, and Cal Cities opposed. Caps local permit fees for level 2 electric vehicle charging stations
installed at new or existing multifamily housing developments through January 1, 2036, generally
limiting fees to $500 plus specified per-kilowatt amounts unless the local agency makes written
findings demonstrating higher reasonable costs.

AB 1976 (Wicks) Streets and highways: pedestrian and bicycle facilities — Signed into law —
CSAC, UCC, and Cal Cities opposed. Prohibits a city or county from holding a community input
meeting to reconsider, delay, or prevent implementation of a proposed pedestrian or bicycle safety
project after that project has passed 90% design. After or upon the award of a contract, or when
county or city staff are directed to begin the construction of a pedestrian or bicycle safety project, the
bill prohibits the city or county from terminating the project unless the city or county makes at least
one specified finding at a public meeting.
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Opponents argued that AB 1976 would unnecessarily restrict public participation and local decision-
making for pedestrian and bicycle projects by limiting community input once a project has been
incorporated into an approved plan and constraining the ability of local elected officials to stop
projects after certain implementation stages.

AB 2015 (Wicks) Department of Transportation: third-party navigation applications: study and
report — Signed into law — CSAC supported. Requires a pilot study to analyze how third-party
navigation applications affect congestion displacement, local infrastructure, safety metrics, and
emergency response. Requires Caltrans, on or before January 1, 2029, to submit the study, and a
report of related policy recommendations for regulatory or legislative action to improve the alignment
between third- party navigation applications and state and local traffic management goals, to the
relevant fiscal and policy committees of the legislature.

SB 222 (Wiener) Residential heat pump water heater or heat pump HVAC systems — Signed
into law — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities opposed. Creates statewide rules to speed approval and
reduce barriers for residential heat pump water heater and heat pump HVAC installations, including
online permitting, asynchronous inspections, fee limits, and restrictions on local requirements and
association rules that block such equipment. It also bars common interest development rules from
preventing electric appliance replacements or limiting heat pump systems.

Opponents argued that SB 222 targets local permitting even though the available evidence suggests
that the primary barriers to heat pump adoption are high equipment, installation, and electrical-
upgrade costs rather than permit fees or processing times.

SB 299 (Cabaldon) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: day care center: zoning —
Signed into law — CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Exempts from CEQA, projects
consisting exclusively of a day care center located in a residential area, and adds duties for lead
agencies to determine whether the exemption applies, creating a state-mandated local program

SB 342 (Umberg) Contractors: unlicensed work — Signed into law — CSAC and Cal Cities
opposed. Modifies contractor licensing rules for specified construction projects, including public
works, commercial and institutional projects, common interest developments, and multifamily projects
of four or more units. Under current law, a contractor generally cannot recover compensation for work
requiring a license unless properly licensed at all times during performance, and a person who hires
an unlicensed contractor may recover all compensation paid. SB 342 will instead allow a contractor
on covered projects to recover payment for work performed while properly licensed, provided the
contractor was licensed when the contract was executed, and will limit an owner’s recovery to
compensation paid for work performed during periods when the contractor was unlicensed.

Opponents argued that SB 342 would weaken a longstanding safeguard against unlicensed
contracting by allowing contractors who fail to maintain a valid license to recover compensation for
portions of a contract performed while licensed. They also contend that existing law appropriately
treats continuous licensure as a fundamental qualification for public works contractors and already
provides relief for inadvertent lapses through retroactive renewal. They warned that SB 342 could
permit contractors whose licenses are later revoked for serious violations, including project
abandonment, failure to pay workers or suppliers, fraud, or lack of workers’ compensation coverage,
to still recover payment for earlier work, undermining the deterrent purpose of California’s licensing
laws and shifting additional risk to public agencies and taxpayers.

SB 716 (Durazo) Local government: ordinances: penalties for violation: nonresidential
structures — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Gives county
boards of supervisors broader authority to set penalties for ordinance violations and establishes
higher fines for certain health and safety violations involving large nonresidential structures. It allows
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fines, penalties, forfeitures, and, in some cases, imprisonment for ordinance violations, and sets
specific escalating fines for violations affecting nonresidential buildings of at least 20,000 square feet
when those violations threaten health and safety.

In his joint signing message for SB 716 and AB 817, the governor cited the prolonged public health
and safety impacts of the 2026 Boyle Heights cold storage facility fire, emphasizing the need for
stronger accountability and emergency preparedness. However, he expressed concern about the
measures’ statewide expansion beginning July 1, 2028, and urged the legislature to refine the
requirements to account for differences among facilities and avoid unintended or disproportionate
consequences.

SB 1117 (Cervantes) Accessory dwelling units and junior accessory dwelling units — Signed
into law — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities opposed. Changes how certain fees for accessory dwelling
units (ADU) are calculated, requiring impact fees for up to two ADUs to apply only to the portion of an
ADU that exceeds 750 square feet of interior livable space. It also updates local agency fee-setting
duties under the Planning and Zoning Law.

Opponents argued that SB 1117 would arbitrarily cap development impact fees on certain ADUs and
undermine the Mitigation Fee Act’s requirement that fees be based on the actual, documented cost of
providing infrastructure and public services. Because local governments have limited general fund
resources to make up the difference, opponents warn that the measure would shift more of the cost of
new development onto existing residents, could make it harder to fund necessary environmental
mitigation, and may invite legal challenges and project delays.

SB 1272 (Menjivar) Local ordinances: administrative fines or penalties — Vetoed — CSAC and
RCRC opposed. Would have required, for any violation pertaining to building, plumbing, electrical, or
other similar structural or zoning issues, that do not create an immediate danger to health or safety, of
any ordinance enacted by the local agency, the reasonable period of time to correct or otherwise
remedy the violation to be no less than 6 months if certain conditions are met, including that the
property involved is an owner-occupied residential property containing 4 units or less and the current
owner of the property submits a sworn affidavit that the current owner was not responsible for any
action that caused the violation and that the current owner had no knowledge of the violation at the
time the owner took title to the property.

Opponents argued SB 1272 would weaken local code enforcement by creating a six-to-twelve-month
fine moratorium for certain non-immediate violations, which could worsen into serious safety hazards.
They also noted the affidavit process would create administrative burdens, force costly notice
disputes, and drive jurisdictions toward more expensive legal enforcement.

In his veto message, the governor acknowledged the difficulties faced by buyers who inherit code
violations but favored preserving local discretion. He objected to uniform grace periods that would
constrain local enforcement officials.

SB 1283 (Ashby) Electric vehicle charging stations: installation: permits — Signed into law —
CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities opposed. Requires local administrative approval of electric vehicle
charging station permits to extend to stations with canopies or onsite energy storage systems sized to
support charging.

Opponents argued that SB 1283 would expand state-mandated streamlined permitting requirements
to more complex electric vehicle charging station projects without adequately accounting for the
additional engineering, site review, inspection, and infrastructure challenges these projects can
present.

Health and Human Services Legislation

Page 14 of 25


https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Sign-Msg-SB-716.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1117
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1272
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Veto-msg-SB-1272.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1283

These measures address child welfare, behavioral health, public health, social services, and county
health and human services responsibilities.

AB 871 (Stefani) Mandated reporters of suspected financial abuse of an elder or dependent
adult — Signed into law — CSAC supported. Requires a financial institution that reports suspected
financial abuse of an elder or dependent adult to also submit a report to the FBI Internet Crime
Complaint Center within two working days. The institution will also be required to notify the elder or
dependent adult identified in the report within 48 hours and provide specified information.

AB 1602 (Blanca Rubio) Foster youth: disaster aid assistance — Vetoed — CSAC and Cal Cities
supported. Would have created a Child Welfare Disaster Response Program and a dedicated
account to provide disaster-related support for foster children, youth, and their caregivers.

In his veto message, the governor cited the absence of an identified funding source for the proposed
disaster-assistance program.

AB 1607 (Mark Gonzalez) Emergency medical services — Signed into law — CSAC supported.
Extends until January 1, 2037, several provisions governing the Maddy Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) Fund that are otherwise scheduled to expire January 1, 2027. The bill will continue to authorize
county boards of supervisors to impose an additional $2 penalty for every $10 in fines, penalties, and
forfeitures for specified criminal offenses, with the revenues deposited into the Maddy EMS Fund. It
will also continue existing fund distribution requirements, including reimbursement to physicians,
hospitals, and other emergency medical services, and maintain the requirement that 15% of specified
revenues support pediatric trauma centers or, in counties without a pediatric trauma center, improve
access to and coordination of pediatric trauma and emergency services. Administrative costs will
remain capped at the lesser of actual costs or 10% of the funds collected.

AB 1660 (Schiavo) Public guardians and public administrators — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC,
and RCRC supported. Expands and streamlines the authority of county public guardians, public
conservators, and public administrators to identify, protect, and take control of property belonging to
proposed conservatees or deceased persons.

AB 1811 (Rogers) Health professionals — Signed into law — CSAC and RCRC supported. Until
January 1, 2035, AB 1811 broadens the state definition of a “health professional shortage area” to
include areas currently designated by the federal government and areas independently determined by
the Department of Health Care Access and Information (HCAI) to have a shortage of health
professionals. Additionally, the bill expands health workforce data collection by professional licensing
boards, requiring data to be collected or requested when a license or registration is initially issued and
adding information such as hours worked in inpatient and outpatient care and whether a provider
offers a sliding fee scale.

AB 1924 (Gabriel) Statewide homelessness prevention strategy — Signed into law — CSAC and
Cal Cities supported. Requires the California Interagency Council on Homelessness to develop a
statewide homelessness prevention strategy by July 1, 2028, as part of its publicly available Action
Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness.

AB 2478 (Schultz) Kinship family approval — Signed into law — CSAC supported. Among other
things, requires the Department of Social Services to, on or before July 1, 2028, adopt a kinship
family approval process to approve a relative, nonrelative extended family member, or extended
family member of an Indian child to be a kinship family, which the bill defines as an individual or family
who has successfully met the home environment assessment and family engagement standards,
necessary for providing care for a child placed by a county child welfare department or a probation
department by court order or voluntarily placed by a parent or legal guardian.
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SB 16 (Blakespear) Mental health: involuntary commitment — Signed into law — CSAC, UCC,
and RCRC opposed. Requires, rather than merely authorizes, a county behavioral health director to
establish and implement procedures governing the designation and training of professionals
authorized to carry out involuntary detention and treatment functions under the Lanterman-Petris-
Short Act.

Opponents argued that SB 16 significantly expands county responsibilities and costs for involuntary
mental health holds while creating uncertainty over county discretion for 5150 designations. They also
warned the bill increases administrative expenses and could force greater reliance on law
enforcement to detain and transport individuals during behavioral health crises.

SB 1051 (Menjivar) Foster care: childcare — Signed into law — CSAC supported. Authorizes
childcare navigators to refer foster children to the county welfare department for eligibility and
approval under the Emergency Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children and requires
participating county welfare departments to determine eligibility of that referred child for the program.

Administration of Justice Legislation

AB 690 (Schultz) Criminal procedure: indigent defense compensation — Signed into law —
CSAC, UCC, and RCRC opposed. Commencing with contracts or memoranda of understanding for
indigent defense services entered into after January 1, 2028, revises the process and requires a
county or court, when contracting for the provision or administration of indigent defense services,
include certain elements in the contract or other agreement for indigent services. The bill prohibits a
county or court from entering into flat fee contracts or per case compensation contracts in cases
involving the death penalty or the potential sentence of life without the possibility of parole.

Opponents argue that AB 690 imposes unfunded contracting requirements for indigent defense. They
contend prohibiting flat-fee contracts in serious cases could increase costs, reduce local flexibility,
and worsen recruitment challenges in an already limited defense attorney pool. Opponents
emphasize that indigent defense issues stem from inadequate state funding and urge direct state
investment over restricting local contract structures.

Agriculture, Environment, and Natural Resources Legislation

These measures address wildfire resilience, water, solid waste, insurance, energy, wildlife, recycling,
tribal resources, and environmental permitting.

AB 706 (Aguiar-Curry) Forest Organic Residue, Energy, and Safety Transformation (FOREST)
and Wildfire Prevention Fund Act — Signed into law — CSAC and RCRC supported. Upon
appropriation by the legislature, makes moneys from the Timber Fund or from the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund available to implement the Forest Organic Residue Energy and Safety
Transformation (FOREST) program in order to maintain and expand biomass power generation in the
state, to revitalize idle facilities for biomass power generation, and to support biomass power
generation facilities by creating additional capacity for power generation or feedstock utilization in
strategically located regions of the state.

AB 1153 (Bonta) lllegal disposal site abatement — Signed into law — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal
Cities supported. Allows the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, if the legislature
appropriates funds, to create regulations and spend money to remove and dispose of recreational
vehicles and to strengthen illegal dumping enforcement. It will also let the department develop
enforcement strategies, form local enforcement teams, and appoint illegal dumping enforcement
officers, building on California’s existing solid waste cleanup program for sites that threaten public
health, safety, or the environment.
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AB 1577 (Bauer-Kahan) Data centers: reporting — Signed into law — CSAC and Cal Cities
supported. Requires data center owners or operators to report energy, location, size, and fuel-use
information to the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission and to local
agencies for permitting purposes, while requiring the commission to publish anonymized, aggregated
data and include data center load trends in future energy reports. It also allows owners or operators to
identify information protected from disclosure, prohibit release of personally identifiable or customer-
specific energy data, and exempt certain public and utility facilities.

AB 1617 (Alanis) Household hazardous waste: reporting — Signed into law — CSAC and RCRC
supported. Revises reporting requirements for public agencies responsible for household hazardous
waste management. Instead of reporting Form 303 data on a fiscal-year basis, agencies will report
information for the prior calendar year, while retaining the October 1 annual submission deadline.

AB 1699 (Rogers) Good Fire Act: Prescribed Fire Liability Pilot Program: burn bosses:
California Environmental Quality Act — Signed into law — CSAC and RCRC supported. Will
make several changes intended to expand the use of prescribed fire and cultural burning in California.
Most significantly, it will make the Prescribed Fire Liability Program permanent, expand eligibility for
the Prescribed Fire Claims Fund to individuals and entities other than Cal Fire or the federal
government, and allow coverage for prescribed fires and cultural burns on lands throughout the state.
It will also streamline the claims process by allowing a burn plan approved by a certified burn boss to
qualify without separate Cal Fire approval, provided the plan is submitted before ignition.

AB 1761 (Rogers) Electricity: calculation methodology: nonbypassable charges: data
disclosure — Vetoed — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Would have required greater
transparency in how the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) calculates and applies
nonbypassable electricity charges. The bill would have required the CPUC, utilities, load-serving
entities, and other parties to make available the underlying data used in proposals, analyses,
decisions, or rulings that determine those charges, including costs associated with utility contracts,
utility-owned generation, and other resources.

Veto message: The governor raised concerns about disclosure of market-sensitive information. He
pointed to existing CPUC procedures for obtaining data while protecting confidential information.

AB 1881 (Ramos) California Indian Freedom Act of 2026 — Vetoed — CSAC and Cal Cities
opposed. Would have created the California Indian Freedom Act of 2026, protecting tribal religious
exercise on state lands, requiring access to sacred sites and tribal consent for certain land changes,
and making related sacred-site information confidential. It would have let California Native American
tribes challenge violations in court or administrative proceedings, required state agencies to
accommodate tribal practices at the Capitol and other state lands, exempted the law from certain
water authority powers, and amended public records law to keep sensitive tribal information from
disclosure.

Veto message: The governor warned that the bill could disrupt management of state property and
delay critical government functions. He favored existing consultation, CEQA, repatriation, and co-
management mechanisms for protecting tribal interests.

Opponents argued that AB 1881 would have given California Native American tribes overly broad
authority to challenge or halt state land and water management decisions by creating a private right of
action, allowing injunctive relief and attorneys’ fees, shifting the burden of proof to the state, and
imposing a strict-scrutiny standard. They are particularly concerned that the bill would have required
state agencies to obtain tribal “informed consent” before making physical changes to state lands that
may affect sacred sites, effectively converting existing consultation requirements into potential veto
authority without clear timelines or a process for resolving disputes. Opponents contended this could
have delayed or blocked water infrastructure, wildfire prevention, environmental restoration,
permitting, and other state projects, exposed agencies to substantial and potentially duplicative
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litigation, and increased administrative and legal costs. They also argued the bill conflicts with existing
CEQA tribal consultation and other state protections and point to the exemption for the State Water
Resources Control Board, after it estimated implementation costs exceeding $30 million annually, as
evidence that the requirements would have been difficult to administer.

AB 1934 (Bennett) State Fire Marshal: home hardening certification program implementation
plan — Signed into law — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Requires the State Fire
Marshal’s Wildfire Mitigation Advisory Committee to develop, by January 1, 2028, an implementation
plan for a voluntary home hardening certification program and then requires the State Fire Marshal to
establish the program by January 1, 2029.

AB 1954 (Ward) Municipal golf courses: reservations — Signed into law — CSAC and Cal Cities
supported. Prohibits third-party golf reservation platforms from listing or selling reservations for
publicly owned golf courses without written authorization from the golf course operator, while creating
a limited exemption when the operator does not clearly post a cancellation policy online. The bill will
preserve existing local authority over property but add this specific restriction on golf reservation
services for courses owned by local public agencies.

AB 1964 (Bennett) State Fire Marshal: home hardening — Signed into law — CSAC supported.
Requires the Office of the State Fire Marshal, on or before January 1, 2028, to develop home
hardening standards. Additionally requires the State Fire Marshal to, on or before January 1, 2030,
compile a report concerning homes in moderate, high, and very high fire hazard severity zones in
state and local responsibility areas, and, on or before July 1, 2030, to make the completed report
available on its website and to submit copies to the legislature.

AB 2051 (Wicks) Public resources: coastal resources: Coastal Resilience Permitting Working
Group - Signed into law — CSAC supported. Establishes a state process to streamline permitting
for coastal resilience projects by requiring the Natural Resources Agency, in consultation with
CalEPA, to convene a multiagency working group and develop a Coastal Resilience Permitting
Roadmap by July 1, 2028. The roadmap will recommend reforms such as unified applications,
coordinated multiagency review, standardized mitigation, expanded use of regional or programmatic
permits, and possible consolidated permitting or pilot programs. The bill will also create an advisory
group that could include local governments, ports, transportation agencies, special districts,
stormwater and wastewater agencies, tribes, businesses, and environmental organizations.
Separately, it will allow the Coastal Commission to retroactively extend by up to five years certain
deadlines for local governments to act on suggested modifications to land use plan amendments for
100% affordable housing developments.

AB 2180 (Ward) Local government: Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act:

proportional cost of service — Signed into law — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported.
Clarifies how local governments may demonstrate compliance with Proposition 218’s requirement that
property-related fees and charges not exceed the proportional cost of service.

AB 2218 (Kalra) Water policy: California Native American tribes — Vetoed — CSAC, RCRC, and
Cal Cities opposed. Would have directed state agencies to support California Native American tribes
by recognizing tribal inequities, consulting on affected policies, and incorporating tribal knowledge,
especially in water-related decisions.

Opponents argued that AB 2218 lacks clear compliance standards for addressing historic tribal water
inequities. They contended that subjecting water and resource decisions to mediation and potential
litigation creates uncertainty, project delays, and higher water costs. Opponents also warned of
impacts on water rights and major infrastructure projects, noted unbudgeted administrative burdens
for the Governor’s Office of Tribal Affairs, and argued that existing tribal consultation policies already
provide a workable framework.
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In his veto message, the governor objected to interference with existing water-board processes,
including duplicative mediation and delays that could impair protection of senior water rights. He also
cited overlap with existing tribal consultation structures.

AB 2253 (Boerner) Solid waste: products: recycled content claims — Vetoed — RCRC and Cal
Cities supported. Would have expanded recycled-content marketing rules from plastic food
containers to all products starting January 1, 2030, and would have added new documentation and
verification requirements for those claims.

In his veto message, the governor said the expanded documentation requirements would burden
manufacturers and suppliers already facing tariff and trade pressures while providing limited
additional consumer benefit.

AB 2469 (Papan) Data centers: water use disclosures — Signed into law — CSAC, RCRC, and
Cal Cities opposed. Restricts cities and counties from approving permits for data center construction
or expansion that will increase peak water use unless specified conditions are met, including
submission of required water information and acceptance of responsibility for certain water
infrastructure costs. It will require a water scarcity plan and water supply assessment.

Opponents argue that AB 2469 preempts local land-use authority and creates confusion through
vague provisions. Key concerns include applying restrictions to ministerial permits, misaligning water-
scarcity planning with existing conservation rules, requiring infrastructure cost estimates without clear
guidelines, and leaving essential terms like “data center” and “increase in maximum peak water use”
undefined.

AB 2513 (Petrie-Norris) Wildfire: Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program: local assistance
grant program: regional landscape grants — Signed into law — CSAC and Cal Cities supported.
Expands and extends multiple wildfire and forest resilience grant programs by allowing state agencies
to award regional landscape grants, broadening eligible activities, and making advance payment
authority permanent. Allows the Department of Conservation, CAL FIRE, and the Wildlife
Conservation Board fund regional entities and local entities for priority strategies that support
California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan.

AB 2724 (Bauer-Kahan) Insurance: distressed areas — Signed into law — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal
Cities supported. Requires the Department of Insurance to review and update distressed areas each
year based on changes to wildland-urban interface (WUI) designations, publish WUI ZIP Codes by
January 1, 2028, and increase penalties for insurers that fail to file required fire-risk reports. It also
directs the department to hold at least one public meeting during the review process so interested
persons can suggest additional factors for evaluating FAIR Plan percentages in WUI areas, and
allows the commissioner to use reporting violations as a basis for other enforcement action.

AB 2728 (Soria) Groundwater: de minimis extractors: fees: exemption — Signed into law —
CSAC and RCRC supported. Authorizes a local government, including a groundwater sustainability
agency, to exempt de minimis groundwater extractors from fees, levies, charges, or exactions
imposed for groundwater monitoring or management if the local government makes specified
findings.

AB 2739 (Soria) Water: affordability and system stabilization — Vetoed — CSAC and Cal Cities
supported. Would have created a Water Affordability and System Stabilization Trust and related
state funds to provide long-term financing for water rate assistance and community water affordability
programs. It would have placed the trust in the State Treasury under the Treasurer, directed its
income to the Water Rate Assistance Fund and a new Community Water Affordability Assistance
Fund, and allowed limited use for administration and investment.
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In his veto message, the governor acknowledged the importance of affordable, safe drinking water
but cited the bill’s failure to identify a sustainable, ongoing funding source. He encouraged the
legislature to revisit the proposal through the annual budget process, considering competing fiscal
priorities.

SB 501 (Allen) Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022: covered batteries — Signed into law
— CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Revises California’s battery recycling law by changing
battery definitions, adding new stewardship and inspection requirements, and extending record-
retention rules.

SB 894 (Allen) Wildfire resiliency: financial assistance — Signed into law - CSAC and RCRC
supported. Establishes the California Wildfire Resilience Loan Program and requires the California
Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority, upon appropriation by the
legislature, to administer the program to provide financial assistance for projects and activities to
reduce wildfire-related risks and losses, including home hardening and defensible space
improvements, as provided, and will make related changes.

SB 955 (Blakespear) Beverage containers: supermarkets: reverse vending machines — Signed
into law — CSAC and RCRC supported. Revises California’s beverage container recycling program
to expand and stabilize redemption options.

SB 973 (Becker) Wildfire County Coordinator Program — Signed into law — CSAC and RCRC
supported. Establishes the California Wildfire Preparedness Program and codifies the existing
Wildfire County Coordinator Program to strengthen county-level wildfire prevention, preparedness,
mitigation, and recovery.

SB 1085 (Durazo) Water supply planning: housing developments — Signed into law — CSAC
supported. Requires cities and counties to identify potential public water systems earlier in the
housing development application process and, within 15 days of receiving a qualifying application,
ask each identified system whether the project’s projected water demand was included in its most
recently adopted urban water management plan.

SB 1125 (Menjivar) Water Rate Assistance Program — Vetoed — CSAC supported. Would have
established the Water Rate Assistance Program. As part of the program, the bill would have
established the Water Rate Assistance Fund in the State Treasury, available upon appropriation by
the legislature, to provide water affordability assistance for residential water services to low-income
residential ratepayers.

In his veto message, the governor acknowledged the importance of affordable drinking water but cited
the bill’s failure to identify a sustainable, ongoing funding source. He encouraged the legislature to
revisit the proposal through the annual budget process to balance its costs against other fiscal
priorities.

SB 1370 (Stern) Covered wildfire mitigation projects: consolidated and expedited review —
Signed into law — CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities supported. Creates a streamlined state review
process for covered wildfire mitigation projects, requiring a single consolidated application and a 60-
day authorization timeline, while also allowing expedited approvals that replace certain state permits
and reviews.

In his signing message, the governor noted that the consolidated environmental review process
established following the 2025 Los Angeles fires resulted in approval of more than 500 wildfire
mitigation projects. SB 1370 establishes a similar expedited review process for certain projects,
excluding those involving pesticides, and requires the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1085
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1125
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/VETO-msg-SB-1125.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1370
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Sign-Msg-SB-1370.pdf

establish a certified regulatory program by July 1, 2028. The governor expressed support for
accelerating wildfire mitigation while emphasizing the importance of maintaining environmental
safeguards and public participation in developing the regulations.

Agendas are typically posted on the committee websites in the Assembly and Senate a few days prior
to the hearings. To view hearings after they take place, you may access them in the Assembly or
Senate media archives where they are generally available within a few hours of committee
adjournment.

Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 10:00 a.m.

Assembly Joint Hearing Senate Special Committee on International Sporting Events:
Olympics, Paralympics, and World Cup Soccer and Joint Committee on the Arts

Donald P. Loker Conference Center, 700 Exposition Park Drive, Los Angeles

Informational Hearing: The Cultural Olympiad, Community Festivals, and Arts and Cultural Plans for
the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games

Wednesday, October 21, 2026, 9:00 a.m.

Senate Privacy, Digital Technologies, and Consumer Protection
1021 O Street, Room 1200

Informational Hearing: Understanding the Contours of the Al Threatscape

Below is a list of the latest grant opportunities released by the state. All opportunities for local
jurisdictions may be found here.

Application Deadline: 11/5/26 16:00

Title: FY 2027/28 CDFW Boating Access Grant Program
State Agency / Department:Department of Fish and Wildlife
Match Funding? 25%

Estimated Total Funding: 3,000,000.00

Funding Method: Reimbursement(s)

Application Deadline: 10/30/26 12:00

Title: Urban Streams Restoration Program

State Agency / Department:Department of Water Resources
Match Funding? No

Estimated Total Funding: $20,562,000.00

Funding Method: Advances & Reimbursement(s)

Application Deadline: 11/2/26 17:00

Title: The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) — R27

State Agency / Department:Department of Parks and Recreation
Match Funding? 12%

Estimated Total Funding: $3,000,000

Funding Method:Advances & Reimbursement(s)

Application Deadline: 11/20/26 23:59

Title: 2026 Trade Corridor Enhancement Program
State Agency / Department:Transportation Commission
Match Funding? 30%

Estimated Total Funding: $1,287,958,000
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Funding Method: Reimbursement(s)

Application Deadline: 11/19/26 23:59

Title: 2026 Solutions for Congested Corridors Program
State Agency / Department:Transportation Commission
Match Funding? No

Estimated Total Funding: $500,000,000

Funding Method: Reimbursement(s)

Application Deadline: 11/2/26 09:00

Title: 2026 CalAgPlate Grant Program

State Agency / Department:CA Department of Food and Agriculture
Match Funding? No

Estimated Total Funding: $230,000.00

Funding Method: Reimbursement(s)

Application Deadline: 11/18/26 23:59

Title: 2026 Local Partnership Competitive Program
State Agency / Department:Transportation Commission
Match Funding?100%

Estimated Total Funding: $151,298,000

Funding Method: Reimbursement(s)

Below is a list of the governor’s press releases beginning October 1.

October 7: Governor Newsom announces 35 new films coming to California as independent
filmmaking surges and iconic franchises return

October 6: California reminds voters to check their mailboxes and return their ballot ASAP!
October 6: Governor Newsom announces new disaster intelligence satellites, opens modernized
State Operations Center as Trump erodes national disaster readiness

October 5: California’s economy continues to dominate — topping $4.5 T in economic output, and
remains the world’s fourth largest economy

October 1: CARE Court implementation and progress are accelerating, reaching more than 10,000
Californians in crisis

September 30: At the top of the Golden Gate Bridge, Governor Newsom signs his final bill —
investing in California’s next generation of innovation

September 30: Governor Newsom announces appointments

September 30: Governor Newsom issues legislative update 9.30.2026

September 30: California’s nation-leading Al framework just got stronger, Governor Newsom signs
more first-in-the-nation worker protections and more

September 30: Governor Newsom proclaims a Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools
September 30: Governor Newsom signs bill to ban child marriage

September 30: Governor Newsom signs bill strengthening local journalism, defending a free press as
cornerstone of democracy

September 30: Governor Newsom signs bills to protect sexual assault survivors and increase safety
on college campuses

September 30: Governor Newsom signs legislation to accelerate California’s fusion industry,
announces major investment for quantum research

September 30: Governor Newsom signs historic law to stop big business from shutting out
competition, cuts red tape to speed up business permitting

September 29: Governor Newsom announces appointments 9.29.26

September 29: State leaders agree: Governor Newsom’s signature on federal immigration
enforcement bills protects Californians
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https://www.grants.ca.gov/agencies/dept-of-food-agriculture/
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https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/10/07/governor-newsom-announces-35-new-films-coming-to-california-as-independent-filmmaking-surges-and-iconic-franchises-return/
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https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/10/06/governor-newsom-announces-new-disaster-intelligence-satellites-opens-modernized-state-operations-center-as-trump-erodes-national-disaster-readiness/
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https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/10/05/californias-economy-continues-to-dominate-topping-4-5-t-in-economic-output-and-remains-the-worlds-fourth-largest-economy/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/10/01/care_court_bh_county_profile/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/10/01/care_court_bh_county_profile/
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https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-announces-appointments-41/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-issues-legislative-update-9-30-2026/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/californias-nation-leading-ai-framework-just-got-stronger-governor-newsom-signs-more-first-in-the-nation-worker-protections-and-more/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/californias-nation-leading-ai-framework-just-got-stronger-governor-newsom-signs-more-first-in-the-nation-worker-protections-and-more/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-proclaims-a-day-of-remembrance-for-indian-boarding-schools/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-bill-to-ban-child-marriage/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-bill-strengthening-local-journalism-defending-a-free-press-as-cornerstone-of-democracy/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-bill-strengthening-local-journalism-defending-a-free-press-as-cornerstone-of-democracy/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-bills-to-protect-sexual-assault-survivors-and-increase-safety-on-college-campuses/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-bills-to-protect-sexual-assault-survivors-and-increase-safety-on-college-campuses/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-legislation-to-accelerate-californias-fusion-industry-announces-major-investment-for-quantum-research/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-legislation-to-accelerate-californias-fusion-industry-announces-major-investment-for-quantum-research/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-historic-law-to-stop-big-business-from-shutting-out-competition-cuts-red-tape-to-speed-up-business-permitting/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/30/governor-newsom-signs-historic-law-to-stop-big-business-from-shutting-out-competition-cuts-red-tape-to-speed-up-business-permitting/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/29/governor-newsom-announces-appointments-9-29-26/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/29/state-leaders-agree-governor-newsoms-signature-on-federal-immigration-enforcement-bills-protects-californians/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/29/state-leaders-agree-governor-newsoms-signature-on-federal-immigration-enforcement-bills-protects-californians/

September 29: Governor Newsom signs housing legislation, cementing California’s record progress
to reduce unsheltered homelessness and build more homes

September 29: Governor Newsom signs legislation to accelerate wildfire prevention projects,
strengthen fire response, and harden communities against future disasters

September 29: As Trump targets public lands, Governor Newsom expands free state parks access,
announces record conservation progress, and signs legislation protecting California’s coast and
wildlife

September 29: Governor Newsom signs historic legislation designating California Asian American
and Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander-serving institutions

September 29: Governor Newsom signs bills to push back on Trump’s Orwellian immigration tactics
to protect immigrant communities
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3. Washington D.C. Legislative Report

Prepared by Townsend Public Affairs
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH ACTIVITY

Appropriators Anticipate Post-Midterm Progress on Full-Year Spending Bills

As the government continues to operate under a Continuing Resolution (CR) extending Fiscal Year
2026 (FY26) funding levels through December 11, appropriators are working towards finalizing the 12
FY27 appropriations bills in the lame duck session following the midterm elections.

The House having completed their drafts of each bill, the Senate Appropriations Committee has yet to
release their bipartisan versions, and has been delayed by absences and disagreements over topline
spending numbers. When Congress returns to DC on November 9, the Senate Appropriations
Committee is expected to release their versions and move them directly to the floor without marking all
of them up in committee. Negotiators in House and Senate Leadership are reportedly working towards
a final compromise agreement in advance of Congress’ return, to allow for this relatively quick
progression.

When the Senate releases their bill text, we will also see lists of earmark projects from each of the
Senators to be attached to the bills. Those lists are usually included in report language added after
each markup, but in an accelerated process could be released jointly with the bill text.

If Congressional Leaders and appropriators are unable to come to an agreement on full-year bills ahead
of the December 11 expiration, it is possible they would move to consider another full-year CR, as they
did in FY25. While CRs do not traditionally contain earmarks, it may be possible Congress seeks to
include them given the bipartisan support for them.

EXECUTIVE BRANCH ACTIVITY
EPA to Implement 2024 Air Quality Standard, Appeals to Supreme Court

On October 6, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced they had notified all states
about their intended approach for area designations under the Biden-era 2024 revised National Ambient
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for fine particulate matter (PM2.5) despite EPA’s belief the designations
should not move forward.

NAAQS are regulated under the Clean Air Act (CAA), which allows the EPA, governors, and other
officials to designate certain areas as attainment, nonattainment, or unclassifiable pertaining to the
NAAAQS. EPA lost a previous appeal, and is under a court-ordered deadline to implement the
standards by February 2027. In 2024, the acceptable level of PM2.5 was reduced from 12 to 9
micrograms per cubic meter.

The EPA also filed an appeal to the Supreme Court with a number of states arguing they should be
allowed to raise the acceptable level back to the pre-2024 rule. PM2.5 has many sources, ranging from
combustion byproducts, some organic compounds, and metals from industrial activity. EPA argues they
have not fully considered the market implications of implementing the 2024 NAAAQS review, and are
therefore not allowed under the CAA to enforce the higher standard.

Orange County Delegation Press Releases
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e Rep. Young Kim — October 5, 2026: Rep. Young Kim Introduces Resolution Recognizing
National Peroxisomal Disorder Awareness Day

e Sen. Alex Padilla — October 6, 2026: Padilla Announces Troubling New FBI
Whistleblower Disclosure: White House Allegedly Directed Kash Patel to Investigate
LA Protesters Exercising 1st Amendment Rights

e Sen. Alex Padilla — October 5, 2026: Padilla, Booker, Blumenthal Urge Mullin to
Immediately Recall ICE Officers Hired During Hiring Surge

e Sen. Alex Padilla — October 2, 2026: Padilla, Kim, Schatz, Schiff Introduce Legislation to
Increase Loan Forgiveness for Teachers of English Learners

e Sen. Alex Padilla — October 2, 2026: Padilla Conducts Unannounced Oversight Visit of
SFO De Facto Immigration Detention Facility

e Sen. Adam Schiff — October 2, 2026: NEWS: Schiff, Padilla, Bennet, Ansari,
Hickenlooper, Lujan Introduce Legislation to Protect Public Lands and Taxpayers
from Orphaned Oil and Gas Wells

Legislation Introduced by the Orange County Delegation

Bill Title Introduction Sponsor Bill Description  |Latest Major
Date Action
H.RES.1613|No Short Title [10/05/26 Rep. Young [Expressing support [Referred to the
Available. Kim (R-CA- ffor the recognition |[House Committee
40) of October 5th as  |on Energy and
"National Commerce.,
Peroxisomal 10/05/26
Disorder
Awareness Day".
H.R.10724 10/05/26 Rep. Lou A bill to amend title |Referred to the

Correa (D- |11, United States |House Committee
CA-46) Code, to clarify the |on the Judiciary.,
rules for the 10/05/26
exceptions to the
discharge of the
debt of an individual
debtor, and for
other purposes.

If you or your staff have any questions or require additional information on any of the items
in this bulletin, please contact Charles Dulac at 714-834-3141.
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https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-conducts-unannounced-oversight-visit-of-sfo-de-facto-immigration-detention-facility/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-schiff-padilla-bennet-ansari-hickenlooper-lujan-introduce-legislation-to-protect-public-lands-and-taxpayers-from-orphaned-oil-and-gas-wells
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