
  
 
 
 
 

 
         DRAFT 

A Publication of the County Executive Office/Legislative Affairs 

  

          September 15, 2026 
         Item No. 9 

 County of Orange Positions on Proposed Legislation 
 
The Legislative Bulletin provides the Board of Supervisors with analyses of measures pending in 
Sacramento and Washington that are of interest to the County.  Staff provides recommended positions 
that fall within the range of policies established by the Board.  According to the County of Orange 
Legislative Affairs Program Guidelines adopted by the Board of Supervisors on January 25, 2022, 
staff recommendations for formal County positions on legislation will be agendized and presented in 
this document for Board action at regular Board of Supervisors meetings.  When the Board takes 
formal action on a piece of legislation, the CEO will direct the County’s legislative advocates to 
promote the individual bills as approved by the Board.  The Legislative Bulletin also provides the 
Board of Supervisors with informative updates on State and Federal issues. 
 
The 2025-2026 Legislative Platform was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November 19, 2024. 
 
On September 15, 2026, the Board of Supervisors will consider the following actions: 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
1. Receive and File Legislative Bulletin 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

1. County Position Matrix: CEO-LA 

2. Sacramento Legislative Report  

3. Washington DC Legislative Report 
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INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

1. County Position Matrix:  CEO-LA 
 

The tables below list the bills the Board of Supervisors has taken positions on in the 2025-26 
legislative session. 
 

State Legislation      As of Thursday, September 10, 2026 
 

Measure Author Topic Date of Board 
Action 

Board 
Position Status 

AB 28 Schiavo 

Solid waste landfills: subsurface 
temperatures. 06/24/2025 Oppose 09/01/2026 - 

Assembly Enrollment 

AB 35 Alvarez 

Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire 
Prevention, Drought 

Preparedness, and Clean Air 
Bond Act of 2024: 

Administrative Procedure Act: 
exemption: program guidelines 

and selection criteria. 

03/24/2026 Support 07/16/2026 - Chaptered 

AB 282 Pellerin 

Discrimination: housing: source 
of income. 05/06/2025 Support 09/11/2025 - 2 Year 

AB 283 Haney 

In-Home Supportive Services 
Employer-Employee Relations 

Act. 
08/26/2025 Support if 

Amended 08/31/2026 - Dead 

AB 760 Ta 

Income taxes: exclusions: 2026 
Garden Grove chemical leak. 06/23/2026 Support 09/01/2026 - 

Assembly Enrollment 

AB 762 Irwin 

Disposable, battery-embedded 
vapor inhalation device: 

prohibition and penalties. 
04/22/2025 Support 09/03/2026 - 

Assembly Enrolled 

AB 1088 Bains Public health: kratom. 06/24/2025 Support 07/01/2026 - Dead 

AB 1567 Ta 

General plan: annual report: 
congregate and residential care 

for the elderly. 
03/24/2026 Support 09/01/2026 - 

Assembly Enrollment 

AB 1602 Rubio, Blanca 

Foster youth: disaster aid 
assistance. 03/24/2026 Support 09/08/2026 - 

Assembly Enrolled 

AB 1617 Alanis 

Household hazardous waste: 
reporting. 08/11/2026 Support 08/28/2026 - 

Assembly Enrolled 

AB 1619 Valencia 

Public employees’ retirement: 
administration. 05/19/2026 Support 08/25/2026 - 

Assembly Enrolled 

AB 1638 Ta 

County veterans service 
officers: additional resources. 04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

AB 1830 Petrie-Norris Ignition interlock devices. 03/24/2026 Support 08/31/2026 - Dead 

AB 1893 Gallagher 

Wildfire prevention: local 
assistance grant program: 

eligible activities. 
04/28/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

AB 2002 Solache 

Local government assistance: 
Regional Early Action Planning 

Fund. 
04/28/2026 Support 08/14/2026 - Dead 

https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=HYhkEnfJ99hjzVXzNABjKFZzwKqDrZVP2KBFBMpZ0EPoJK4R3Sy7ArZd32C5lxN47Jdcfy9rvuA96d0EvJqRnZI5VJ8tfv11V3ewNgZz9ftmqcMEtc47Dz8g/NW5ob7gBmFnLTeqAAmZLWrkz7cmQA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/441
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=YJ9ySRG+HXhto30wNP3i662CgsbSAPxD6If8v9xuS0clSUqBAY+tiyDhSxpCISTgW6FMdSb2din95ognfBzbk3cIZM6E8li2HfsKxZ8b4e4I7/YRLEGn0t8PbU8eKjQMKZKwwqRsvR+c9uRJcIjTVQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/504
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=261TZ/ZI1iQLIVYE0fZnwwKfoaSV6ECbhD50+bnaEBNtiKliJDNDx42d8yOkRYDgDBTK2V2q+XFrlVZGS/c4mpeiOycvq307H5c/i8wxR8KCVVKgRs6HFXOQywp/ecFvp8FN0+zHQxit4gKZqOyOGA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/438
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=fvL1y05m6479cRGxvlCNbLPR0feksU7GcWEN7CkdroV6bMQLuFk5dOG3C2LUbGQpXA5xCXO/RF9Gt0OGkKYZtuOKQsKPh5yjipphrERn2441AJz4l5zn++a5OSn5dPXBX9ceeZtNvHiItoS+bkzPnQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/503
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=MrylzQITaxMat03YEdgV3Sd6YRyjMu6OrDi2X8Td2dYQ48OgLZ2kP6E/IB5e4ZkrO2sKUlCYvMIorQGr/E8nH6ZgC5LSIrSlXvxtet8tjG5VZrT9k2ab1YXM32XwnnGR8gRokOyxhTK7dogtpOWZ7w==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=3zAWJPG8wAOMO/5jggtSWwJ+HudErJ3C2jSeeIzMVIyCjiXQK2I1JLIpgqXWxaJcuEoFZrCRuBd3lKETRDBcHW+P5wG2yQen3MMLjVcvVlmWdipYUMcJHOUUCKWyfVyGAlHRmYwjiWbbieBsg93oWw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/442
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=cr5erR4LPD5CzY1N8AR8j9o77Mz6nysR9YuSMHC9OIiiBpZN9xdReYBYlfx2hj/Pkw92LmIir54dQcIBzAk7tFGD3Psn2iJYy4cntg09U9nTG3rAr2s6L3MsFLEJwdpKNVoHXDX7CSWWyZdYKNJBRg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/316
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=+xq7jZKrzwSYJ+V2owQNiUeuOgKfANcifcjXy1AqS5uOJoGSkdBygJsBnDT9J9n8cV+rgwTQcbUg2qRF0Pfzf9eg/yLp4vCgzYnzC3QMiJiyRBQR5+EA4d0xo09H01Dsnqv+gFgFIBOANALlXnZRnA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=D2i+Ju2fMUdvnC4oJW5uJFzjDkU1BKvXJeas+HL+btqaGLSC+EU8Caj2137LQGKqVEwdV9YXNPt+TCzX/cv2piegt8SumZM2RACh8eleEAoIdNWloCUTk7ek49bl+UOCCgcLkc7bvLccaNAlzAm8JQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/323
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=nIMgoi2Hsv/Q9KwVH3ZYalTuq8evB2veS79PXvx+evFLp3F58Ks4r7/T9mNZAgwGRve4wLS8FpbkDIOC2R81u7sm++55Wb9xAFn/5UxVYahKmAJ1JzycPIFRPyth3gix48nqsl98gc6FMC6tO8uwjQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/363
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=RSyaZvqHZXpexwQuKBIIWn/rdiLejy2I2m0JNO0RkaWuwb/ldCYNk9PPC1sP/Gb+WMbmus6vxwGYpQmxJe7YrcPtIE7lx1Z5yojvQWDimX7LX2AU9t7Oy84j7amlge12LabUBVKIdZ5mg5vmRNzG1A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/327
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=iD+Vb6LFP3y3UGuewZOZ9AgXvXpkq8fKv3NMtZwZbzhC3WVs9wqNhTJfivxhqzqnypJJgwjdBYk4VJSRKdqsL+HyRnX4tqLEcgEFTTCmSGOIWiYaqqnF1I2/kJtxy08syvpoINvJz7sfIIakaX9wtA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=zgDROcv3xzkunZaFNS4BD82xTLH40VJGB/gC9pn6p4xiMJzZSNUEqMLDHZFopuYKnHEv3aaE7qkCpU/JuzBP1m5Ix/hc1slu19cknEdVxNyKBLgMqOrxy/zFLKwpJzhhhnjigCmg4gL7isrb0O1Siw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/454
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=mLWkCTU0oewqyF37gUBKncHuZgD/gQIos95GjfQChQurVYuvpwBT8Kgnb8aNIMMuxGi/sZoINHlOusqhnpvQziKxZP9PsEiXOcMbZmJ7y5Y596Tq3QsNOFGOqwl0bZ4bfRwCPj2wIRABo4IMdGHvqw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/429
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=bzLSgwrhkUAbYL4PbZeZ7oXfCq9zKZdsVFUwSjGihf0lbGjV6Wz3VFD+o0+HsgJqhDuVxgW1O1KNl4hSngoaink8IvoWaBuhZOInLn1dq6vZz16dtaGJo+W0nxpn+T6PbdbpxhZel5nFS7EmILrQqQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/505
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AB 2051 Wicks 

Public resources: coastal 
resources: Coastal Resilience 

Permitting Working Group. 
08/11/2026 Support 09/08/2026 - 

Assembly Enrolled 

AB 2076 Lowenthal 

The Parent’s Accountability and 
Child Protection Act: online 
marketplaces: nitrous oxide. 

03/24/2026 Support 08/31/2026 - 
Assembly Enrolled 

AB 2194 Valencia Medi-Cal: special commissions. 06/23/2026 No Position 09/09/2026 - 
Assembly Enrolled 

AB 2309 Bains CalFresh Protection Act. 04/14/2026 Support 08/31/2026 - Dead 

AB 2320 Ta 

Multifamily Housing Program: 
Homekey: adaptive reuse. 12/16/2025 Sponsor 09/01/2026 - 

Assembly Enrollment 

AB 2373 Dixon 
The California Coastal Act: local 
coastal program: sea level rise 

plan: neighborhood-scale 
adaptation approach. 

04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

AB 2513 Petrie-Norris 
Wildfire: Regional Forest and 
Fire Capacity Program: local 
assistance grant program: 
regional landscape grants. 

03/24/2026 Support 09/01/2026 - 
Assembly Enrollment 

AB 2562 Dixon 
Alcohol or other drug recovery 
and treatment programs and 
facilities: suicide prevention. 

04/14/2026 Support 08/30/2026 - 
Assembly Enrollment 

AB 2614 Dixon 
Public health: Body Brokering 
and Patient Referral Integrity 

Act. 
04/14/2026 Support 04/23/2026 - Dead 

SB 28 Umberg 
Community Assistance, 

Recovery, and Empowerment 
(CARE) court program. 

08/11/2026 Oppose 08/14/2026 - Dead 

SB 296 Archuleta Property taxation: exemption: 
disabled veteran homeowners. 03/25/2025 Support 08/27/2026 - 

Senate Enrolled 

SB 329 Blakespear 
Alcohol and drug recovery: 

licensed treatment facilities and 
certified programs: 

investigations. 

03/25/2025 Support 09/04/2026 - 
Senate Enrolled 

SB 417 Limón The Veterans and Affordable 
Housing Bond Act of 2026. 04/28/2026 Support if 

Amended 06/25/2026 - Chaptered 

SB 577 Laird Public entities. 08/25/2025 Support 09/08/2026 - 
Senate Enrolled 

SB 758 Umberg Public health: nitrous oxide. 01/13/2026 Sponsor 09/02/2026 - 
Senate Enrolled 

SB 888 Seyarto 
Property taxation: disabled 

veterans’ exemption: household 
income. 

03/24/2026 Support 08/31/2026 - Dead 

SB 893 Seyarto State parks: facilities pass: Gold 
Star Family members. 04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

SB 907 Archuleta 
Driving under the influence and 

other driving offenses: 
comprehensive reform. 

03/24/2026 Support 09/09/2026 - 
Senate Enrolled 

https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=d6XKQnSSAPuhJb721hkPj54z8wF0HypMHkkAswOARZQzrVEuTWs0NoZV32vura8dv8d3m4IX98hcknGjTW7RDO2kPx+xxqRHev1joTX13LEOS1SWhXsilmq9nQKODfbzVwUT9V7tV+7G+syiaNjOTw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/306
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=g5AcmpFUVJbGn93GejoXi3BaU1HXMssYbBtlpgpfYVo0s/ogbFoPhbjo0Vnl3Q8tUlRBGmsp9XCFRYbZoNZPZzzg/wrz4jtbDXhOE8sFA90CHcS3jArJkkWlMMGasFYlCRkSGUOJWVlg7nQg520yLw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/385
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=ze1Y3QWgs7pRXvdrQnFHggDnW5eRoto+zp4U5c0Wmy8uyn6c2xcur0Fl1JUmUv8OecBhuNRyD8y9ZY2qyqgndne0nO2AbCGPTbOyr0xEG7yLNX2F4YZZOb7Uabz36voqMIziMxEOsMWrmcbQrmXxxw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/327
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=XtkLtf6ncDPcYtlMgHSMmj1j3yO6zZWKQQZiiIg9lrMxNa097Rv9/HPWp5nRfQIZbuAQiAFk9Q/HKWgEs/sUhk4rAk2InGJjDyOWvnKyKAc6IAnDRKapARmnq8geiysupWLkyqkftKLQx2MTdur72Q==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/316
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=1RQEn+27kB+fnFcjh2OL2WxOnSDqrfuvDOTAmKJqEC8KlkAN/XdvHlttWTBuiXf20HrrLIXkdRBCefYx3qk/CChQ5FW8k6ZbB4glQc65qAXUvfZ/5jhed8Fjc05nDI207ecEcQmSXJP/ncObkvM7mg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=/vaNxO65zL4eDjUo8Y6sY8JSUvs4XFpDRev2Urd9LgZxkbdffcWJ9iuP0CiOOrxHVRQsg6cgM2JGt9/thn4qB3MWYPwbLq47nRE1sWnOjfik1dn4KSWqQ8OpV8vCdDfFqWTpEps4Mzdrc3B3c9hmNQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=gXTdxKTkezcUUMQYfg4MRPg70fs5pVBq46SLpKoZza6txsz219/Qbf56gHLql2V1QtCtf++Ais3dAbFS0+k9IhnRYpvCC67He1CexSvQj3AH15JG1nOzn2L6bwtz6im/YW/B1vX8AipXif7jtS4xpQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/454
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=VU8zQIRdnNvD/+0RkNCHejMwL92V2mztzeHCO6evlqtw48cNNW3n5VAsvN8pUFWROqUodO2uWc6O9mI8jEO+QBmUsOqMfhwkw1R3WyMtUkx/G/QPJUJrO7wfKJbiwMg+XaAoJpHcNrIRW9ambsQaJg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=e6InpyfGUdt1CJIQnfMzi3GQmKNFgLC58aLOO8HHhVdW6qKDWSS3uk8kjx2RFMI1PnkiY5n3RcHSH8JxXkTRu9tD0GWcOcRLekusJ/Y8fN2Ak2bF0Dn83ces3dVtKQ3XpyCvmkY2Eu86QB1pgJS9RA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=k2Hf5JnTisfYarNZChH/LnEBuN0zRUEnAhfRBlbYErywEEv0JFG5PI9TanLRNiah2/ioiQfsQ3aagsTIAyh8BbS/o52qcoFj1sYtkc/ZWlVIHiiNpnyHiag9scSerCFbPcq+lkvbSFqLy3Jyc9dqcA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/427
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=RLmPFZx8ru91MNvlwvRKxe7rMIgqUn+OQyrjjNQ83OBIFNawUy9Rg7O9tN+qT73/ErjVByWxPwyBilDXI9Ti0OJo/oowVVg97ZQndPg/kI4osaZYOAcYeWFzL1W11OpyKN30PhQv6UZOj+14QugHTg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/491
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=KeKixoqdBIuD5u/hRJwb7DNwC/r22mXomKc3I1DeSU0KqxJiPeuvSowGXOmXgc6q7f8Wep2FJdbQy9t+7O2WN9uyaljOdB0j2DUNTqAXNKEU3znLd6YNnpfPpJ6zvMtA0ilbq+FCg4MxhpWfzNjQWw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=Ltyf/f5425/KMIaGtA5mO65DIO1pv+I1dIEcuh5GMrGaWf/EoSQpgspEbJ9R0BUp0oTIWHMXyEtJJwQ8ABTN0x7Ro8+4I8yNe2HoKjR6Wsra9KVsegNJvg73m0G4HgvmmdoFcqQ5zB69xsi7zsgRTg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/395
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=cDsVabCoaxk2P/Vstez51W39TceFIMzYyYuQvjFRVStt6FjwXhrBVnNTwl4kh/R8vErbyFdZvDFPHmy7QVvbdBavCgi4DApsnz2E3imXH2zmN/B+tOyqqPClINv5nEkADl9DWLj5O50+JcKoqOPSPQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/394
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=fOLc06qXU7fBdfCiMRMP6DUAjFcLBq7ofcR+fp9LVGVHliUEwcETOd4X5w89CrKl2dI0vo4o6NLes74n83tLbrA6WUxSfeqn9jFyzV5YmaYkLYPHzhXwavONEPGQAxpdkUoe6O8Ry8QppuSHfLi6WA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/427
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=7/8MV3tmUxHYjUE4FNmfzwot8hiSy77z2Z9hw7IM1fTcatWJNa1Tv1mDPP5Tp8cCyDEggaOqrkueP9HXcg9ZbKIP8f/NHVGteicOZZFkfI/GPzdsDIuabDpy8m3bVByDVSDxrK+PUVSySYaQXltD+w==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/476
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=HORfSLavyD2YYjmAymBZ5BDLSUS0pXCxsqBDBiNDHSfOdZWxLPQAkWlR38nNXrcKq5059YZspF0jtUuCkDTFxilKqrBSFxoPXdqZ7xcS4q08kGjXoJle4eyq+vmVoRodzhdEQFA80Elve7hnWpmTXQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/476
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=146Pe9J38UAxky935ZC4ms9cOJo6BApzhrlv5zYJ2kzDNU489zfDB60Mzyz60NwF7pkkGMQrTO0guETYHKIb9+BaaOAlxfK0t4hvjIQw0sXtXPwYwKmn0B9qGmIdajhi5PVnF4Krx7DB0mHlPNo4sA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/491
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SB 936 Blakespear Nitrous oxide: sales. 12/16/2025 Sponsor 09/02/2026 - 
Senate Enrolled 

SB 1040 Choi 
Veterans Cemetery 

Maintenance-Endowment Match 
Act. 

04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

SB 1087 Cabaldon 
Transportation planning: 
sustainable communities 
strategies: transportation 

funding programs. 

08/25/2026 
Oppose 
Unless 

Amended 

08/31/2026 - 
Senate Enrollment 

SB 1167 Blakespear Vehicles: electric bicycles. 04/28/2026 Support 09/04/2026 - 
Senate Enrolled 

SB 1310 Choi Voter registration: prospective 
jurors. 12/16/2025 Sponsor 04/23/2026 - Dead 

SB 1314 Menjivar 
Cigarette or tobacco product 
retailers: new retail locations 

and sale of nitrous oxide. 
03/24/2026 Support 08/14/2026 - Dead 

 
 
 
Federal Legislation     As of Thursday, September 10, 2026 

 

Measure Author Topic Date of Board 
Action 

Board 
Position Status 

H.R. 965 Sherman Housing Unhoused Disabled 
Veterans Act 05/20/2025 Support 

Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 

H.R. 1012 Levin Spent Fuel Prioritization Act of 
2025 05/20/2025 Support House Committee on 

Energy and Commerce 

H.R. 2483 Guthrie 
SUPPORT for Patients and 

Communities Reauthorization 
Act of 2025 

06/24/2025 Support Became Law 

H.R. 5462 Goldman The Michelle Alyssa Go Act 03/24/2026 Support House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce 

H.R. 8023  Sanchez  The Child Care Supply Tax 
Credit Act.  

05/19/2026  Support  House Committee on 
Ways and Means  

S. 1462 Curtis Fix Our Forests Act 09/23/2025 Support 
Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, 

and Forestry 

S. 2212 Padilla 

Visible Identification Standards 
for Immigration-Based Law 

Enforcement (VISIBLE) Act of 
2025 

08/26/2025 Support Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary 

 

Highlighted sections symbolize a status change.   

https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=lF9AoCMf6GN0iwYNn8O3dwKN3VYOWSOMgwYyysCvONe9us7AlJz66RAAOLKs+i3HUD9F0Yg4FyNRzhV5+A4jHvX9M1izotaj3uiY/hb493Ymw1tBWBvXmRMuZk0JBN8HGiJRv0Xipsjs4uQ+PPwfeA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=7ZmpCACEhS4Rcze+ZBkAsbjchF7comsZ6emW/7mFWhVS4TfYtj7Sl7WLDHCsAL3CLW83Dv8UG8KqLjWlf+0R6NchXp65d7YS/Ewwfni66iw0TxTnWLnDtJdFd4HqcFjkJcjzuzzGxmOpqfiL59SoiQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/461
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=8PgBC0vaSrb8Q/GGGOOfiULthvlmwUGwZMwFp1NmqQmo5FScOFxD60NIzjaGW35LCI6NtInzZ/e2ZLcGZ/+nvG50ZfBX/Z9ad5mfyJNkPAdKpjaVStoilPm5dY2gB/GbZeBEUVUHh21tXxL6tAaNJA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/258
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=8XwoRHjzpk9EjWgBq2mbVEkvcsfKJsCLwAuVk64g6EruEtmLBRJQeNxd8V/5PBVYmvQP7lr+bbx23J8MN5pLzANMIuY8NLlmx9nND8vjDTFyCGuws/tKP1gfgN7J8LIALJSRE1Vmog/SA1sCzoG4/A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=T2gU+kLaIUhb6M2hbgIJd8Zt6TbL1IqSz2qAkWnZtR7GzG2ygEmIfFOZ8ck/FLO57Gi8/sRgmmNePSiWWT7m0KfQ45oA/CVaGO4aMl+L8N6TB2d2rHzCjF7sjb0XTRcC7w4jN5XPVq9iQSCPd7eOWA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/461
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=JGY2Vv/ewb4rl+osDWFrOnIiB4eNK2Y/bnBXlviPVHu3tHUbk9ZWnxwGJKI5tlpZtabfTMTCeKHwIWh75Ceuli2tx+suKC221/dx1pMGbw7wLBKOBipsZjZvdpfzKmJ2Y45SZ09BIkPDGvFSVNPxtw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/423
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2. Sacramento Legislative Report  
 
Prepared by Precision Advocacy Group LLC 
 
The California legislature has concluded the 2025-26 legislative session, shifting attention from the 
Capitol to the governor’s office as Governor Gavin Newsom considers the hundreds of measures that 
reached his desk in the final weeks of session. Newsom has until September 30 to sign or veto 
legislation passed at the end of session; measures on which he takes no action by the deadline will 
become law without his signature. 
 
For Orange County, the final legislative outcomes include a broad range of measures affecting local 
government operations, public employment and retirement, housing and land use, transportation, 
health and human services, public safety, wildfire resilience, water, insurance, and environmental 
policy. With most of these bills now awaiting gubernatorial action, advocacy has shifted to requests 
for signature or veto and preparation for implementation of measures that are ultimately enacted. This 
report provides an updated summary of legislation of particular interest to counties and cities, 
including the positions taken by CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities. 
 
Local Government Legislation  
  
Below are measures with local government impacts and that county and city associations have taken 
positions on. Unless otherwise specified, the measures below are awaiting action of the governor.  
  
Government Finance and Administration Legislation 
 
These measures address public employment, workers’ compensation, retirement systems, elections, 
public records, artificial intelligence, open meetings, taxes, local fees, and administrative 
responsibilities. 
  
AB 1331 (Elhawary) Workplace surveillance – As amended 8/28/26 – CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and 
Cal Cities oppose. Would limit the use of workplace surveillance tools by employers, including by 
prohibiting an employer from monitoring or surveilling employees in a bathroom located in the 
workplace. The bill would provide an employee with the right to leave behind workplace surveillance 
tools that are on their person or in their possession when entering a bathroom, except as specified. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 1331 would impose substantial costs, administrative burdens, and legal 
liability on public agencies while potentially undermining workplace and public safety. The opposition 
coalition contends that agencies would have to conduct rapid compliance audits, modify hardware 
and software, and face possible fines for noncompliance. They also argue that the bill is 
unnecessarily broad because its definition of workplace surveillance could encompass routine tools 
such as security cameras, ID badges, key fobs, email, and Microsoft Teams. 
 
AB 1383 (McKinnor) Public employees’ retirement benefits – As amended 8/27/26 – CSAC, 
UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would change pension rules for new public employees and 
safety members beginning January 1, 2027, by limiting pensionable compensation, adding new safety 
retirement formulas, and allowing certain negotiated changes under the Public Employees' Pension 
Reform Act (PEPRA). It would apply new compensation caps for PERS and STRS members, require 
new STRS members to follow specified limits, and replace existing safety formulas with new options 
such as 2.5%, 2.7%, or 3% at age 55. The bill would also let employers and unions negotiate higher 
or lower safety plans in some cases and would increase appropriations from continuously funded 
retirement accounts. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 1383 would roll back key cost-containment provisions of PEPRA, 
significantly increase pension liabilities, and create additional fiscal pressure for local governments, 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1331
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1383
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schools, transit agencies, and other public employers. The bill would increase pensionable 
compensation caps, reduce the retirement age for public safety employees from 57 to 55, create a 
new bargainable 3% at 55 safety formula, and allow local agencies to prospectively adjust pension 
formulas. The coalition argues these changes would increase long-term pension obligations at a time 
when public agencies are already facing significant budget pressures. 
  
AB 1439 (Garcia) Public retirement systems: development projects: labor standards – As 
amended 8/13/26 – CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would request the University of 
California, Berkeley, Labor Center to conduct an independent study to analyze the extent of labor 
standards protections in California real estate and infrastructure development projects funded through 
the real asset portfolios of PERS and STRS. The bill would request that the study and a report of its 
findings be completed and provided to the legislature and the Department of Finance by January 1, 
2028. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 1439 (Garcia) would improperly invite political interference in the 
investment decisions of California’s public pension systems and undermine the independent fiduciary 
authority of CalPERS and CalSTRS. Although the bill was amended to require only a study of labor 
standards for pension-system investments, the coalition contends that it remains rooted in an effort to 
restrict pension investments based on labor-policy objectives and could lay the groundwork for future 
divestment mandates. 
  
AB 1821 (Pacheco) California Public Records Act: agency response time – As amended 
6/25/26 – CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would change the California Public Records 
Act by requiring agencies to determine whether requested records are disclosable and notify the 
requester within 10 business days, with a possible 14-business-day extension. It also includes 
legislative findings to show that the measure complies with constitutional requirements for laws 
affecting public access to records and open meetings, and for any limits on that right of access. 
  
AB 1883 (Bryan) Workplace surveillance tools – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and 
Cal Cities oppose. Would, with certain exceptions, prohibit an employer from using a workplace 
surveillance tool that uses artificial intelligence to, among other things, collect neural data or 
recognize an individual’s emotional state. The bill would define an employer to include a 
governmental entity, including, among other entities, charter cities, and the University of California. 
This bill would authorize the Labor Commissioner or a public prosecutor to enforce the bill’s 
provisions. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 1883 (Bryan) would impose costly and potentially disruptive restrictions on 
routine workplace security and safety tools used by public agencies. The coalition is particularly 
concerned that the bill would prohibit use of workplace surveillance tools that are capable of 
recognizing or making inferences about an individual’s emotional state, even when those capabilities 
are incidental to systems used for legitimate health, safety, or security purposes. They warn that state 
agencies, schools, counties, cities, transit agencies, and special districts could be forced to replace or 
modify existing systems, conduct rapid compliance reviews, and absorb those costs with little time or 
additional resources. 
 
The coalition also argues that AB 1883 would expose public agencies to significant litigation and 
financial risk, including civil actions, punitive damages, and attorney fees, while adding new mandates 
at a time when local governments and schools are already under substantial fiscal pressure. 
Opponents contend that existing law and collective bargaining agreements already protect public 
employees’ civil and labor rights and that the bill could have unintended consequences by limiting 
tools used to protect employees and the public. 
  
AB 1908 (McKinnor) Settlement agreements: victims’ compensation funding – As amended 
6/3/26 – CSAC and UCC support. Would allow certain written settlements of tort claims against local 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1439
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1821
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1883
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1908
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public entities to be enforced in court, even when no civil action is pending, if the claim qualifies for a 
local victim compensation program and the agreement expressly provides for enforcement under 
Code of Civil Procedure Section 664.6. 
 
Supporters argue that AB 1908 would give counties an important financing tool to address 
exceptionally large civil liabilities by clarifying that obligation bonds and other debt financing may be 
used to fund a county-established victims’ compensation fund. UCC and CSAC contend that counties 
are facing substantial legal exposure, including very large childhood sexual assault claims, and may 
not have sufficient cash on hand to pay claimants through a compensation fund. 
 
They argue that current law allows obligation bonds to finance judgments and court-approved 
settlements but does not clearly authorize their use to finance a victims’ compensation fund. AB 1908 
would close that statutory gap, giving counties greater flexibility to establish and finance such funds 
when liabilities are too large to absorb through existing revenues.  
 
AB 1961 (Ahrens) Civil actions: protective orders: workplace violence – As amended 8/21/26 – 
CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would allow an employer to seek a workplace violence 
restraining order on behalf of all employees at a workplace or primary work location when 
harassment, unlawful violence, or a credible threat of violence is directed there. It would also remove 
the need to name individual employees as protected parties in that situation. 
  
AB 2179 (Patel) Workplace violence: restraining orders – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC 
supports. Would, beginning on January 1, 2028, allow any party or witness to a petition for a 
restraining order to appear remotely at a hearing and would prohibit any fee for appearing remotely. 
The bill would require the court of each county to develop rules and instructions for such remote 
appearances and post them on its website. The bill would also, commencing on January 1, 2028, 
require courts to allow filings related to such protective orders to be submitted electronically. 
  
AB 2224 (Hadwick) County recorders: fees – As amended 5/21/26 – CSAC supports. Would 
increase county recording fees, raising the first-page fee from $10 to $15 and additional-page fees 
from $3 to $4, while eliminating several supplemental charges. Fees may not exceed the reasonable 
cost of services and must be used exclusively by the county recorder’s office. 
  
AB 2341 (Fong) Local government: emergency response services: languages other than 
English – As amended 6/23/26 – CSAC and UCC supported. Requires local agencies providing 
emergency response services to translate emergency information into each language spoken by at 
least 5% of residents who speak English less than “very well,” based on American Community Survey 
or similarly reliable data. Local agencies may adopt broader translation standards. 
Status: Signed by the governor; Chapter 170, Statutes of 2026 
  
AB 2529 (Johnson) Civil claims: public entities and employees: declaration – As amended 
4/9/26 – CSAC and Cal Cities support. Would require claims against public entities or employees to 
include a declaration that, on information and belief, the contents are true and correct. It would amend 
the Government Claims Act by adding this verification requirement to the signature rule for claims.  
  
AB 2640 (Hadwick) Commission on State Mandates: state mandates – As amended 6/18/26 – 
CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would change the timing and options for Controller 
notice and payment adjustments related to state reimbursement claims by local agencies and school 
districts. Under current law, the Controller must notify a claimant within 30 days after issuing a 
remittance advice if an audit or review changes a reimbursement claim. The bill would instead require 
notice within 30 days of any adjustment resulting from an audit or review, and it would let the local 
agency or school district choose whether the Controller offsets the reduced reimbursement or adjusts 
the payment of claims. 
  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1961
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2179
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2224
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2341
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2529
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2640
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AB 2656 (Petrie-Norris) Public employees: notice: artificial intelligence performing service 
within scope of work – As amended 7/1/26 – CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would 
require certain state and local public employers to provide written notice to a recognized employee 
organization at least 45 days before taking an action to develop, purchase, or require the use of 
GenAI to perform a service that is within the scope of work of the job classification represented by the 
recognized employee organization. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 2656 requirements are overly broad because it could apply to routine tools 
such as ChatGPT, Microsoft Copilot, Zoom or Teams note-taking features, and other off-the-shelf 
software, even when those tools have little or no impact on employees’ terms and conditions of 
employment. The coalition warns that the bill would delay technology purchases and evaluations, 
encourage agencies to over-report to avoid unfair labor practice claims, and create additional 
administrative, legal, and training costs. 
 
Opponents also argue that existing labor law already requires notice and bargaining when technology 
meaningfully affects wages, hours, or working conditions, making AB 2656 duplicative and 
unnecessary.    
 
SB 922 (Laird) Vehicles: local agency charges: use of streets or highways – As amended 
7/2/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities Supported. Clarifies that local agencies may charge public 
service providers or ratepayers to recover street maintenance, repair, and related costs caused by 
using public roads to deliver services such as water, power, refuse collection, and transportation. 
These charges would not be considered prohibited fees for the privilege of using local streets under 
the Vehicle Code. The bill is intended to preserve local fee authority and reject the court’s 
interpretation in Rogers v. City of Redlands. 
Status: Signed by the governor; Chapter 148, Statutes of 2026 
  
SB 947 (McNerney) Employment: automated decision systems – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC, 
UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would restrict an employer’s use of automated decision 
systems starting July 1, 2027, and would create notice, disclosure, enforcement, and anti-retaliation 
protections for employees affected by disciplinary or termination decisions made with such systems. It 
would allow employees to request a description of the data used about them, require written post-use 
notice in certain cases, and authorize enforcement by the Labor Commissioner or a public prosecutor, 
with remedies and a $500 civil penalty per violation. 
 
Opponents argue that SB 947 would impose broad, costly, and unnecessary requirements on public 
agencies and schools using automated decision systems and artificial intelligence, even though they 
say there is no demonstrated pattern of public-sector misuse. They contend the bill’s definitions are 
so broad that they could capture routine and longstanding technologies, including Microsoft Office 
tools, water-safety systems, and patient-safety technologies, forcing agencies to review large 
numbers of existing systems for compliance. 
 
The coalition warns that SB 947 would increase administrative and IT costs, divert staff from essential 
services, and expose public employers to additional litigation through new notice, documentation, 
corroboration, and burden-shifting requirements. They also argue that existing collective bargaining 
laws and public employment protections already provide due process and safeguards against misuse 
of workplace technology.  
   
SB 1005 (Caballero) Local agency: payment: rounding amount – As amended 7/2/26 – CSAC, 
UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would allow a local agency, if its governing body approves a 
resolution, to round cash payments, refunds, or other cash amounts to the nearest five cents.  
  
SB 1159 (Cabaldon) Artificial intelligence: transparency and governance – As amended 6/25/26 
– CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would exclude artificial intelligence systems, 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2656
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB922
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB947
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1005
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1159
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autonomous agents, and robots from various statutory terms for public participation and access and 
would bar anyone from using AI to falsely claim that a real person engaged with a government 
agency. This change would apply to the Public Records Act, open meeting laws, the Administrative 
Procedure Act, CEQA, and the Coastal Act, while allowing agencies to use verification tools to detect 
AI. 
  
SB 1187 (Durazo) Open meetings – As amended 7/6/26 – CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities 
support. Would repeal certain forthcoming Brown Act requirements for eligible local legislative bodies 
concerning electronic requests for meeting materials, agenda translation, and assistance with public 
translation or interpretation, while adding legislative findings to support the change.  
  
SB 1244 (Allen) Public Agency Benefits Intermediary Compensation Disclosure Act – As 
amended 8/19/26 – CSAC, UCC, and RCRC support. Would require brokers, consultants, and other 
intermediaries serving public agencies to disclose direct and indirect compensation, financial 
interests, and potential conflicts related to employee health benefit contracts. Disclosures must 
generally be provided before contracts are entered into or renewed, updated annually and when 
material changes occur, and supported by records. The requirements apply to contracts entered, 
extended, or renewed on or after January 1, 2028. 
  
SB 1349 (Gonzalez) Taxation: tax expenditures: Legislative Analyst’s Office: assessment, 
report, and recommendation – As amended 6/17/26 – CSAC and Cal Cities support. Would 
require the Legislative Analyst’s Office to comprehensively assess the major tax expenditures of the 
state, write and publish a report on each major tax expenditure, and make a recommendation to the 
legislature based on each report. 
 
Housing, Land Use, and Transportation Legislation 
 
These measures address public works, housing development, land use and permitting, transportation, 
and related local government responsibilities. 
  
AB 1198 (Haney) Public works: prevailing wages – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC, UCC, and 
RCRC oppose. Would change how prevailing wage updates apply to certain public works contracts 
by extending new wage determinations to large contracts and creating a faster process to challenge 
those rates. Starting July 1, 2027, if the Director of Industrial Relations updates the prevailing wage 
within a semiannual period, the change would apply to public works contracts awarded or noticed 
after that date if the contract is worth at least $35 million. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 1198 would create new and potentially unpredictable costs for local public 
works projects by requiring certain prevailing wage determinations issued after a contract is awarded 
to apply during the life of that contract. While the coalition supports the recent amendment limiting the 
bill to projects of $35 million or more, it argues the measure should also be limited to projects lasting 
more than 24 months and using alternative delivery methods such as Design-Build, Progressive 
Design-Build, or Construction Manager/General Contractor. Opponents stress that agencies often rely 
on fixed appropriations, grants, bond proceeds, voter-approved revenues, and adopted budgets, 
making it difficult to absorb unexpected post-award costs. 
  
AB 1621 (Wilson) Planning and Zoning Law: postentitlement phase permits: Housing 
Accountability Act – As amended 8/20/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would tighten 
and speed up local review of postentitlement and building permit applications, limit repeated plan 
checks, shorten appeal deadlines, and make failures to follow these rules a violation of the Housing 
Accountability Act. It would allow no more than two plan check and specification reviews for a building 
permit application, require tolling only when another independent public agency must review the 
application, and shorten appeal decision deadlines to 30 business days for projects of 25 units or 
fewer and 45 business days for larger projects. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1187
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1244
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1349
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1198
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1621
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Opponents argue that AB 1621 would undermine local governments’ ability to thoroughly review 
residential building permit applications by generally limiting plan checks to two rounds. Complex 
projects often require three or more review cycles to ensure compliance with state building codes, 
energy-efficiency requirements, environmental standards, parking rules, and other regulations that 
are not necessarily tied directly to health and safety. By restricting additional review, the bill could 
force cities and counties to deny incomplete or noncompliant applications rather than continue 
working with applicants to resolve outstanding issues, potentially increasing litigation risk under 
existing housing laws.  
  
AB 1786 (Harabedian) Public contracts: best value construction contracting for counties, 
cities, and the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments – As amended 6/18/26 – CSAC and 
Cal Cities support. Would expand and extend a public construction best-value contracting program, 
allowing counties, cities, and the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments to use it for projects 
over $500,000 through January 1, 2032. It also updates related reporting and bidding requirements, 
changes the deadline for the required legislative report to March 1, 2031, and makes conforming 
changes tied to the expanded program.  
  
AB 1820 (Schiavo) Electric vehicle charging stations: permit fees – As amended 7/2/26 – 
CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would cap local permit fees for level 2 electric vehicle 
charging stations installed at new or existing multifamily housing developments through January 1, 
2036, generally limiting fees to $500 plus specified per-kilowatt amounts unless the local agency 
makes written findings demonstrating higher reasonable costs. 
  
AB 1976 (Wicks) Streets and highways: pedestrian and bicycle facilities – As amended 8/21/26 
– CSAC, UCC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would prohibit a city or county from holding a community 
input meeting to reconsider, delay, or prevent implementation of a proposed pedestrian or bicycle 
safety project after that project has passed 90% design. After or upon the award of a contract, or 
when county or city staff are directed to begin the construction of a pedestrian or bicycle safety 
project, the bill would prohibit the city or county from terminating the project unless the city or county 
makes at least one specified finding at a public meeting. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 1976 would unnecessarily restrict public participation and local decision-
making for pedestrian and bicycle projects by limiting community input once a project has been 
incorporated into an approved plan and constraining the ability of local elected officials to stop 
projects after certain implementation stages. Project-specific engagement remains important because 
designs and conditions can change substantially between planning and construction, and residents, 
businesses, emergency responders, and public works professionals may identify new safety or 
operational concerns.  
 
AB 2015 (Wicks) Department of Transportation: third-party navigation applications: study and 
report – As amended 8/13/26 – CSAC supports. Would require a pilot study to analyze how third-
party navigation applications affect congestion displacement, local infrastructure, safety metrics, and 
emergency response. The bill would require Caltrans, on or before January 1, 2029, to submit the 
study, and a report of related policy recommendations for regulatory or legislative action to improve 
the alignment between third- party navigation applications and state and local traffic management 
goals, to the relevant fiscal and policy committees of the legislature. The bill would repeal these 
provisions on January 1, 2033. 
  
SB 222 (Wiener) Residential heat pump water heater or heat pump HVAC systems – As 
amended 8/17/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would create statewide rules to speed 
approval and reduce barriers for residential heat pump water heater and heat pump HVAC 
installations, including online permitting, asynchronous inspections, fee limits, and restrictions on local 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1786
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1820
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1976
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2015
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB222
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requirements and association rules that block such equipment. It would also bar common interest 
development rules from preventing electric appliance replacements or limiting heat pump systems. 
 
Opponents argue that SB 222 targets local permitting even though the available evidence suggests 
that the primary barriers to heat pump adoption are high equipment, installation, and electrical-
upgrade costs rather than permit fees or processing times. Most local agencies already process these 
permits quickly, often over the counter or the same day, while the bill would impose permanent 
permit-fee caps and require automated permitting systems regardless of local need.  
 
SB 299 (Cabaldon) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: day care center: zoning – 
As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would exempt from CEQA, 
projects consisting exclusively of a day care center located in a residential area, and would add duties 
for lead agencies to determine whether the exemption applies, creating a state-mandated local 
program 
  
SB 342 (Umberg) Contractors: unlicensed work – As amended 8/26/26 – CSAC and Cal Cities 
oppose. Would modify contractor licensing rules for specified construction projects, including public 
works, commercial and institutional projects, common interest developments, and multifamily projects 
of four or more units. Under current law, a contractor generally cannot recover compensation for work 
requiring a license unless properly licensed at all times during performance, and a person who hires 
an unlicensed contractor may recover all compensation paid. SB 342 would instead allow a contractor 
on covered projects to recover payment for work performed while properly licensed, provided the 
contractor was licensed when the contract was executed, and would limit an owner’s recovery to 
compensation paid for work performed during periods when the contractor was unlicensed. 
 
Opponents argue that SB 342 would weaken a longstanding safeguard against unlicensed 
contracting by allowing contractors who fail to maintain a valid license to recover compensation for 
portions of a contract performed while licensed. They also contend that existing law appropriately 
treats continuous licensure as a fundamental qualification for public works contractors and already 
provides relief for inadvertent lapses through retroactive renewal. They warn that SB 342 could permit 
contractors whose licenses are later revoked for serious violations, including project abandonment, 
failure to pay workers or suppliers, fraud, or lack of workers’ compensation coverage, to still recover 
payment for earlier work, undermining the deterrent purpose of California’s licensing laws and shifting 
additional risk to public agencies and taxpayers. 
  
SB 716 (Durazo) Local government: ordinances: penalties for violation: nonresidential 
structures – As amended 8/28/26 – CSAC, UCC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would give 
county boards of supervisors broader authority to set penalties for ordinance violations and would 
establish higher fines for certain health and safety violations involving large nonresidential structures. 
It would allow fines, penalties, forfeitures, and, in some cases, imprisonment for ordinance violations, 
and it would set specific escalating fines for violations affecting nonresidential buildings of at least 
20,000 square feet when those violations threaten health and safety.  
   
SB 1117 (Cervantes) Accessory dwelling units and junior accessory dwelling units – As 
amended 7/8/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would change how certain fees for 
accessory dwelling units (ADU) are calculated, requiring charges to apply only to the portion of an 
ADU that exceeds 750 square feet of interior livable space. It would also update local agency fee-
setting duties under the Planning and Zoning Law.  
 
Opponents argue that SB 1117 would arbitrarily cap development impact fees on certain ADUs and 
undermine the Mitigation Fee Act’s requirement that fees be based on the actual, documented cost of 
providing infrastructure and public services. The opposition coalition contends that the bill could 
reduce applicable fees by roughly 75% in many cases, limiting funding for roads, fire facilities and 
equipment, parks, recreation facilities, and other infrastructure needed to serve new residents. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB299
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB342
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB716
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1117
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Because local governments have limited general fund resources to make up the difference, 
opponents warn that the measure would shift more of the cost of new development onto existing 
residents, could make it harder to fund necessary environmental mitigation, and may invite legal 
challenges and project delays. 
  
SB 1272 (Menjivar) Local ordinances: administrative fines or penalties – As amended 6/23/26 – 
CSAC and RCRC oppose. Would require, for any violation pertaining to building, plumbing, 
electrical, or other similar structural or zoning issues, that do not create an immediate danger to 
health or safety, of any ordinance enacted by the local agency, the reasonable period of time to 
correct or otherwise remedy the violation to be no less than 6 months if certain conditions are met, 
including that the property involved is an owner-occupied residential property containing 4 units or 
less and the current owner of the property submits a sworn affidavit that the current owner was not 
responsible for any action that caused the violation and that the current owner had no knowledge of 
the violation at the time the owner took title to the property. 
 
Opponents argue that SB 1272 would unnecessarily weaken local code-enforcement authority by 
imposing a six-month to one-year moratorium on administrative fines for certain building, plumbing, 
electrical, structural, and zoning violations, even though existing law already requires agencies to 
provide a reasonable opportunity to correct violations before penalties are imposed. Conditions that 
are not immediately dangerous can worsen into fire, water-quality, or other life-safety hazards during 
the delay; the bill’s affidavit process could force agencies into time-consuming disputes over notice 
and ownership history; and restricting administrative remedies could leave jurisdictions with little 
choice but to pursue more expensive civil or criminal enforcement.  
  
SB 1283 (Ashby) Electric vehicle charging stations: installation: permits – As amended 8/19/26 
– CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would require local administrative approval of electric 
vehicle charging station permits to extend to stations with canopies or onsite energy storage systems 
sized to support charging. 
 
Opponents argue that SB 1283 would expand state-mandated streamlined permitting requirements to 
more complex electric vehicle charging station projects without adequately accounting for the 
additional engineering, site review, inspection, and infrastructure challenges these projects can 
present. Rural counties often have older electrical systems, limited staffing, and unique topographical 
and environmental conditions that make automatic or nondiscretionary approval inappropriate for all 
project types.  
 
Health and Human Services Legislation 
 
These measures address child welfare, behavioral health, public health, social services, and county 
health and human services responsibilities. 
  
AB 871 (Stefani) Mandated reporters of suspected financial abuse of an elder or dependent 
adult – As amended 6/22/26 – CSAC supports. Would require a financial institution that reports 
suspected financial abuse of an elder or dependent adult to also submit a report to the FBI Internet 
Crime Complaint Center within two working days. The institution would also be required to notify the 
elder or dependent adult identified in the report within 48 hours and provide specified information. 
  
AB 1602 (Blanca Rubio) Foster youth: disaster aid assistance – As introduced 1/16/26 – CSAC 
and Cal Cities support. Would create a Child Welfare Disaster Response Program and a dedicated 
account to provide disaster-related support for foster children, youth, and their caregivers. It would be 
administered by the State Department of Social Services, which would set eligibility rules and allow 
county child welfare agencies, county probation departments, and specified Indian tribes to apply for 
funds. The money could be used, with legislative appropriation, for housing, clothing, transportation, 
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and other tangible needs arising within 180 days after a local or state emergency proclamation, and 
the department could issue written guidance to implement the program. 
  
AB 1607 (Mark González) Emergency medical services – As amended 3/26/26 – CSAC 
supports. Would extend until January 1, 2037, several provisions governing the Maddy Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) Fund that are otherwise scheduled to expire January 1, 2027. The bill would 
continue to authorize county boards of supervisors to impose an additional $2 penalty for every $10 in 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures for specified criminal offenses, with the revenues deposited into the 
Maddy EMS Fund. It would also continue existing fund distribution requirements, including 
reimbursement to physicians, hospitals, and other emergency medical services, and maintain the 
requirement that 15% of specified revenues support pediatric trauma centers or, in counties without a 
pediatric trauma center, improve access to and coordination of pediatric trauma and emergency 
services. Administrative costs would remain capped at the lesser of actual costs or 10% of the funds 
collected.  
  
AB 1660 (Schiavo) Public guardians and public administrators – As amended 8/4/26 – CSAC, 
UCC, and RCRC support. Would expand and streamline the authority of county public guardians, 
public conservators, and public administrators to identify, protect, and take control of property 
belonging to proposed conservatees or deceased persons. The bill would extend the validity of written 
certificates of authority from 30 to 60 days, require those certificates to include additional identifying 
information, and strengthen requirements that financial institutions and other entities provide 
information, restrict transfers, grant access to safe-deposit boxes, or surrender property when 
presented with a valid certificate. It would authorize courts to impose sanctions of at least $1,000 per 
violation when an institution or other entity fails to comply after receiving at least 30 days’ written 
notice. For public administrators handling decedents’ estates, the bill would remove certain limitations 
tied to property or safe-deposit boxes being held solely in the decedent’s name and would clarify 
procedures for obtaining information and securing estate assets. It would also authorize a public 
administrator to summarily administer an estate valued at $50,000 or less without prior court 
authorization, using the new certificate-of-authority process.  
  
AB 1811 (Rogers) Health professionals – As amended 8/20/26 – CSAC and RCRC support. 
Would make two principal changes related to California’s health care workforce. First, until January 1, 
2035, it would broaden the state definition of a “health professional shortage area” to include areas 
currently designated by the federal government, areas that were federally designated as of January 1, 
2025, even if that designation is later removed, and areas independently determined by the 
Department of Health Care Access and Information (HCAI) to have a shortage of health 
professionals. HCAI could revoke certain state-recognized designations. Second, the bill would 
expand health workforce data collection by professional licensing boards, requiring data to be 
collected or requested when a license or registration is initially issued and adding information such as 
hours worked in inpatient and outpatient care and whether a provider offers a sliding fee scale. 
Boards would provide individual-level data to HCAI monthly rather than quarterly, while maintaining 
confidentiality and releasing information publicly only in aggregate form.  
  
AB 1924 (Gabriel) Statewide homelessness prevention strategy – As amended 8/13/26 – CSAC 
and Cal Cities support. Would require the California Interagency Council on Homelessness to 
develop a statewide homelessness prevention strategy by July 1, 2028, as part of its publicly 
available Action Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness. The strategy would have to include a 
homelessness prevention action plan for specified state agencies and evidence- based model 
prevention practices. The council would also be required to review and update the strategy, while 
each state agency’s role would remain limited to its existing legal authority, activities, data, and 
responsibilities. 
  
AB 2478 (Schultz) Kinship family approval – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC supports. Would, 
among other things, require the Department of Social Services to, on or before July 1, 2028, adopt a 
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kinship family approval process to approve a relative, nonrelative extended family member, or 
extended family member of an Indian child to be a kinship family, which the bill defines as an 
individual or family who has successfully met the home environment assessment and family 
engagement standards, necessary for providing care for a child placed by a county child welfare 
department or a probation department by court order or voluntarily placed by a parent or legal 
guardian. 
  
SB 16 (Blakespear) Mental health: involuntary commitment – As amended 8/28/26 – CSAC, 
UCC, and RCRC oppose. Would require, rather than merely authorize, a county behavioral health 
director to establish and implement procedures governing the designation and training of 
professionals authorized to carry out involuntary detention and treatment functions under the 
Lanterman-Petris-Short Act.  
  
Opponents argue that SB 16 would significantly expand county responsibilities and costs related to 
involuntary mental health holds. The coalition contends that the amendments create uncertainty over 
whether counties retain discretion to decide who may be designated to place and release 5150 holds, 
potentially converting a discretionary county function into a state-mandated responsibility. They also 
warn that the changes would increase county oversight, administrative, and reporting costs beyond 
earlier estimates. Finally, opponents argue that the bill could unintentionally increase law enforcement 
involvement in behavioral health crises because clinicians initiating holds outside treatment facilities 
would often need officers to detain and transport individuals. 
 
SB 1051 (Menjivar) Foster care: childcare – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC supports. Would 
authorize childcare navigators to refer foster children to the county welfare department for eligibility 
and approval under the Emergency Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children and would require 
participating county welfare departments to determine eligibility of that referred child for the program.  
 
Administration of Justice Legislation 
  
AB 690 (Schultz) Criminal procedure: indigent defense compensation – As amended 8/13/26 – 
CSAC, UCC, and RCRC oppose. Would, commencing with contracts or memoranda of 
understanding for indigent defense services entered into after January 1, 2028, revise the process 
and require a county or court, when contracting for the provision or administration of indigent defense 
services, include certain elements in the contract or other agreement for indigent services. The bill 
would prohibit a county or court from entering into flat fee contracts or per case compensation 
contracts in cases involving the death penalty or the potential sentence of life without the possibility of 
parole. 
 
Opponents argue that the bill would impose new contracting and procurement requirements on 
counties for indigent defense without providing corresponding state funding. While recent 
amendments narrowed the bill’s restrictions, the county associations contend that prohibiting flat-fee 
contracts for certain serious cases could increase costs, reduce local flexibility, complicate 
recruitment in an already limited pool of qualified defense attorneys, and create uncertain 
compensation arrangements for complex cases. They argue that California’s broader indigent 
defense problem stems from inadequate and inconsistent state funding, and that AB 690 could 
worsen existing fiscal and operational pressures without meaningfully improving attorney recruitment, 
retention, or the quality of representation. Instead, they urge the state to invest directly in county 
public defense systems and preserve counties’ ability to structure contracts around local caseloads 
and workforce conditions. 
 
Agriculture, Environment, and Natural Resources Legislation 
  
These measures address wildfire resilience, water, solid waste, insurance, energy, wildlife, recycling, 
tribal resources, and environmental permitting. 
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AB 706 (Aguiar-Curry) Forest Organic Residue, Energy, and Safety Transformation (FOREST) 
and Wildfire Prevention Fund Act – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC and RCRC support. Would, 
upon appropriation by the legislature, make moneys from the Timber Fund or from the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund available to implement the Forest Organic Residue Energy and Safety 
Transformation (FOREST) program in order to maintain and expand biomass power generation in the 
state, to revitalize idle facilities for biomass power generation, and to support biomass power 
generation facilities by creating additional capacity for power generation or feedstock utilization in 
strategically located regions of the state. 
   
AB 1153 (Bonta) Illegal disposal site abatement – As amended 6/18/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal 
Cities support. Would allow the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, if the legislature 
appropriates funds, to create regulations and spend money to remove and dispose of recreational 
vehicles and to strengthen illegal dumping enforcement. It would also let the department develop 
enforcement strategies, form local enforcement teams, and appoint illegal dumping enforcement 
officers, building on California’s existing solid waste cleanup program for sites that threaten public 
health, safety, or the environment. 
  
AB 1577 (Bauer-Kahan) Data centers: reporting – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC and Cal Cities 
support. Would require data center owners or operators to report energy, location, size, and fuel-use 
information to the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission and to local 
agencies for permitting purposes, while requiring the commission to publish anonymized, aggregated 
data and include data center load trends in future energy reports. It would also allow owners or 
operators to identify information protected from disclosure, prohibit release of personally identifiable 
or customer-specific energy data, exempt certain public and utility facilities, and include legislative 
findings supporting any limits on public access. 
  
AB 1617 (Alanis) Household hazardous waste: reporting – As amended 7/2/26 – CSAC and 
RCRC support. Would revise reporting requirements for public agencies responsible for household 
hazardous waste management. Instead of reporting Form 303 data on a fiscal-year basis, agencies 
would report information for the prior calendar year, while retaining the October 1 annual submission 
deadline.  
   
AB 1699 (Rogers) Good Fire Act: Prescribed Fire Liability Pilot Program: burn bosses: 
California Environmental Quality Act – As amended 8/20/26 – CSAC and RCRC support. Would 
make several changes intended to expand the use of prescribed fire and cultural burning in California. 
Most significantly, it would make the Prescribed Fire Liability Program permanent, expand eligibility 
for the Prescribed Fire Claims Fund to individuals and entities other than Cal Fire or the federal 
government, and allow coverage for prescribed fires and cultural burns on lands throughout the state. 
It would also streamline the claims process by allowing a burn plan approved by a certified burn boss 
to qualify without separate Cal Fire approval, provided the plan is submitted before ignition. 
  
AB 1761 (Rogers) Electricity: calculation methodology: nonbypassable charges: data 
disclosure – As amended 8/13/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would require greater 
transparency in how the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) calculates and applies 
nonbypassable electricity charges. The bill would require the CPUC, utilities, load-serving entities, 
and other parties to make available the underlying data used in proposals, analyses, decisions, or 
rulings that determine those charges, including costs associated with utility contracts, utility-owned 
generation, and other resources. 
 
AB 1881 (Ramos) California Indian Freedom Act of 2026 – As amended 8/27/26 – CSAC and Cal 
Cities oppose. Would create the California Indian Freedom Act of 2026, protecting tribal religious 
exercise on state lands, requiring access to sacred sites and tribal consent for certain land changes, 
and making related sacred-site information confidential. It would let California Native American tribes 
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challenge violations in court or administrative proceedings, require state agencies to accommodate 
tribal practices at the Capitol and other state lands, exempt the law from certain water authority 
powers, and amend public records law to keep sensitive tribal information from disclosure. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 1881 would give California Native American tribes overly broad authority to 
challenge or halt state land and water management decisions by creating a private right of action, 
allowing injunctive relief and attorneys’ fees, shifting the burden of proof to the state, and imposing a 
strict-scrutiny standard. They are particularly concerned that the bill would require state agencies to 
obtain tribal “informed consent” before making physical changes to state lands that may affect sacred 
sites, effectively converting existing consultation requirements into potential veto authority without 
clear timelines or a process for resolving disputes. Opponents contend this could delay or block water 
infrastructure, wildfire prevention, environmental restoration, permitting, and other state projects, 
expose agencies to substantial and potentially duplicative litigation, and increase administrative and 
legal costs. They also argue the bill conflicts with existing CEQA tribal consultation and other state 
protections and point to the exemption for the State Water Resources Control Board, after it 
estimated implementation costs exceeding $30 million annually, as evidence that the requirements 
would be difficult to administer.  
 
AB 1934 (Bennett) State Fire Marshal: home hardening certification program implementation 
plan – As amended 8/13/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would require the State Fire 
Marshal’s Wildfire Mitigation Advisory Committee to develop, by January 1, 2028, an implementation 
plan for a voluntary home hardening certification program and then require the State Fire Marshal to 
establish the program by January 1, 2029. The plan would identify home hardening measures, 
including defensible space, that can be used during renovation or property improvement projects to 
reduce fire loss and better align existing buildings with wildland-urban interface standards. 
  
AB 1954 (Ward) Municipal golf courses: reservations – As amended 8/4/26 – CSAC and Cal 
Cities support. Would prohibit third-party golf reservation platforms from listing or selling 
reservations for publicly owned golf courses without written authorization from the golf course 
operator, while creating a limited exemption when the operator does not clearly post a cancellation 
policy online. The bill would preserve existing local authority over property but add this specific 
restriction on golf reservation services for courses owned by local public agencies. 
  
AB 1964 (Bennett) State Fire Marshal: home hardening – As amended 5/18/26 – CSAC 
supports. Would require the Office of the State Fire Marshal, on or before January 1, 2028, to 
develop home hardening standards. The bill would require the State Fire Marshal to, on or before 
January 1, 2030, compile a report concerning homes in moderate, high, and very high fire hazard 
severity zones in state and local responsibility areas. The bill would require the State Fire Marshal, on 
or before July 1, 2030, to make the completed report available on its website and to submit copies to 
the legislature. 
   
AB 2051 (Wicks) Public resources: coastal resources: Coastal Resilience Permitting Working 
Group – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC supports. Would establish a state process to streamline 
permitting for coastal resilience projects by requiring the Natural Resources Agency, in consultation 
with CalEPA, to convene a multiagency working group and develop a Coastal Resilience Permitting 
Roadmap by July 1, 2028. The roadmap would recommend reforms such as unified applications, 
coordinated multiagency review, standardized mitigation, expanded use of regional or programmatic 
permits, and possible consolidated permitting or pilot programs. The bill would also create an advisory 
group that could include local governments, ports, transportation agencies, special districts, 
stormwater and wastewater agencies, tribes, businesses, and environmental organizations. 
Separately, it would allow the Coastal Commission to retroactively extend by up to five years certain 
deadlines for local governments to act on suggested modifications to land use plan amendments for 
100% affordable housing developments. 
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AB 2180 (Ward) Local government: Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act: 
proportional cost of service – As amended 5/22/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. 
Would clarify how local governments may demonstrate compliance with Proposition 218’s 
requirement that property-related fees and charges not exceed the proportional cost of service. The 
bill would allow an agency to use any reasonable method, supported by historic, current, estimated, 
or projected data, to allocate the ascertainable cost of providing service among parcels. For water 
and sewer rates, agencies would not have to calculate the exact cost attributable to each parcel and 
could instead use uniform or tiered rates based on customer classes with common characteristics, 
such as land use, meter size, plumbing fixtures, or peak use. For tiered water rates, agencies could 
allocate costs using factors such as water supply costs, system operation and capital costs, peak 
demand, and conservation-related costs, and would not need a separate cost-based justification for 
the specific breakpoint between tiers, provided each tier’s rate does not exceed the proportional cost 
reasonably allocated to that tier.  
  
AB 2218 (Kalra) Water policy: California Native American tribes – As amended 7/2/26 – CSAC, 
RCRC, and Cal Cities oppose. Would direct state agencies to support California Native American 
tribes by recognizing tribal inequities, consulting on affected policies, and incorporating tribal 
knowledge, especially in water-related decisions. It would require agencies such as the State Water 
Resources Control Board and the Natural Resources Agency to include these priorities when making 
rules, permits, or grants, to identify financial assistance for tribes when allowed by law, and to use 
mediation through the Governor’s Office of Tribal Affairs before certain disputes go to court. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 2218 is overly broad and lacks clear standards for how state agencies must 
address historic inequities in tribal access to and control over water when adopting or revising 
regulations, policies, permits, and grant criteria. They contend that the bill would subject a wide range 
of water and natural resource decisions to a costly mediation process and potential litigation, while 
leaving tribes to determine whether an agency has adequately complied and providing no clear legal 
benchmark for courts or agencies. Opponents also warn that the measure could affect water rights, 
the State Water Project, Bay-Delta planning, coastal permitting, wildfire regulations, and major 
infrastructure projects, creating uncertainty, delays, higher water supply costs, and affordability 
impacts. They further argue that the Governor’s Office of Tribal Affairs would be given substantial new 
responsibilities without assurance it has the resources or capacity to manage them, and that existing 
tribal consultation and shared-decision-making policies already provide a more workable path to 
addressing the bill’s goals. 
  
AB 2253 (Boerner) Solid waste: products: recycled content claims – As amended 8/21/26 – 
RCRC and Cal Cities support. Would expand recycled-content marketing rules from plastic food 
containers to all products starting January 1, 2030, and would add new documentation and 
verification requirements for those claims. It would require manufacturers and suppliers to keep 
written records showing the recycled content is properly sourced, based on actual use and third-party 
certified inputs, and consistent with FTC guidance as of January 1, 2026. For nonfood-container 
products, the required records would be provided to the Attorney General on request, while 
confidential business information would remain protected. 
   
AB 2469 (Papan) Data centers: water use disclosures – As amended 8/27/26 – CSAC, RCRC, 
and Cal Cities oppose. Would restrict cities and counties from approving permits for data center 
construction or expansion that would increase peak water use unless specified conditions are met, 
including submission of required water information and acceptance of responsibility for certain water 
infrastructure costs. It would require a water scarcity plan and water supply assessment, apply 
statewide including to charter cities, and state that no reimbursement is required despite creating a 
state-mandated local program. 
 
Opponents argue that AB 2469 would improperly preempt local land-use authority. They also contend 
the bill is vague and could create delays, confusion, and litigation because it applies to ministerial 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2180
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2218
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2253
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2469


Page 18 of 23 
 

permits that local governments generally cannot deny or condition; establishes water-scarcity 
planning requirements that do not align with existing commercial, industrial, and institutional water 
conservation rules; and requires water suppliers to estimate infrastructure costs without clearly 
defining who performs the analysis or how it should be conducted. Opponents further note that key 
terms such as “data center” and “increase in maximum peak water use” are undefined, creating 
additional uncertainty and potential fiscal impacts for local governments. 
  
AB 2513 (Petrie-Norris) Wildfire: Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program: local assistance 
grant program: regional landscape grants – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC and Cal Cities 
support. Would expand and extend multiple wildfire and forest resilience grant programs by allowing 
state agencies to award regional landscape grants, broadening eligible activities, and making 
advance payment authority permanent. It would let the Department of Conservation, CAL FIRE, and 
the Wildlife Conservation Board fund regional entities and local entities for priority strategies that 
support California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan. 
  
AB 2724 (Bauer-Kahan) Insurance: distressed areas – As amended 8/20/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and 
Cal Cities support. Would require the Department of Insurance to review and update distressed 
areas each year based on changes to wildland-urban interface (WUI) designations, publish WUI ZIP 
Codes by January 1, 2028, and increase penalties for insurers that fail to file required fire-risk reports. 
It also directs the department to hold at least one public meeting during the review process so 
interested persons can suggest additional factors for evaluating FAIR Plan percentages in WUI areas, 
and it allows the commissioner to use reporting violations as a basis for other enforcement action. 
  
AB 2728 (Soria) Groundwater: de minimis extractors: fees: exemption – As amended 6/11/26 – 
CSAC and RCRC support. Would authorize a local government, including a groundwater 
sustainability agency, to exempt de minimis groundwater extractors from fees, levies, charges, or 
exactions imposed for groundwater monitoring or management if the local government makes 
specified findings. 
  
AB 2739 (Soria) Water: affordability and system stabilization – As amended 8/21/26 – CSAC 
and Cal Cities support. Would create a Water Affordability and System Stabilization Trust and 
related state funds to provide long-term financing for water rate assistance and community water 
affordability programs. It would place the trust in the State Treasury under the Treasurer, direct its 
income to the Water Rate Assistance Fund and a new Community Water Affordability Assistance 
Fund, and allow limited use for administration and investment. 
  
SB 501 (Allen) Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022: covered batteries – As amended 
8/17/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would revise California’s battery recycling law by 
changing battery definitions, adding new stewardship and inspection requirements, and extending 
record-retention rules. It would treat certain theft-prevention locks as not affecting whether a battery is 
considered easily removable, remove existing exclusions for primary and larger rechargeable 
batteries, divide covered batteries into small and medium formats, and require stewardship plans, 
audits, and compliance records to follow updated standards and time periods. 
  
SB 894 (Allen) Wildfire resiliency: financial assistance – As amended 8/20/26 – CSAC and 
RCRC support. Would establish the California Wildfire Resilience Loan Program and would require 
the authority, upon appropriation by the legislature, to administer the program to provide financial 
assistance for projects and activities to reduce wildfire-related risks and losses, including home 
hardening and defensible space improvements, as provided, and would make related changes. 
  
SB 955 (Blakespear) Beverage containers: supermarkets: reverse vending machines – As 
amended 8/13/26 – CSAC and RCRC support. Would revise California’s beverage container 
recycling program to expand and stabilize redemption options. The bill would clarify that a certified 
reverse vending machine does not, by itself, make an otherwise unserved convenience zone 
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“served,” allowing dealer cooperatives, mobile units, and existing recycling centers to continue 
operating and receiving applicable program payments in the same zone. It would also increase the 
annual sales threshold used to define a “supermarket” from $2 million to $6 million, preserve 
handling-fee eligibility for certain existing recycling centers, and extend CalRecycle’s emergency 
handling-fee methodology through June 30, 2032.  
 
SB 973 (Becker) Wildfire County Coordinator Program – As amended 8/13/26 – CSAC and 
RCRC support. Would establish the California Wildfire Preparedness Program and codify the 
existing Wildfire County Coordinator Program to strengthen county-level wildfire prevention, 
preparedness, mitigation, and recovery. The bill would require Cal Fire to develop guidance and tools 
for wildfire risk modeling and county-level risk assessments, support local wildfire preparedness 
planning, and oversee county coordinator activities to align with Community Wildfire Protection Plans 
and other state and local strategies. The County Coordinator Program, administered through the 
California Fire Safe Council, would support evacuation and resilience planning, public education, 
smoke mitigation, home hardening, defensible space, fuels reduction, access to wildfire funding, and 
coordination among federal, state, tribal, regional, and local partners, while also collecting data on 
costs and measurable risk-reduction outcomes. 
  
SB 1085 (Durazo) Water supply planning: housing developments – As amended 8/19/26 – 
CSAC supports. Would require cities and counties to identify potential public water systems earlier in 
the housing development application process and, within 15 days of receiving a qualifying application, 
ask each identified system whether the project’s projected water demand was included in its most 
recently adopted urban water management plan. 
  
SB 1125 (Menjivar) Water Rate Assistance Program – As amended 8/19/26 – CSAC supports. 
Would establish the Water Rate Assistance Program. As part of the program, the bill would establish 
the Water Rate Assistance Fund in the State Treasury, available upon appropriation by the 
legislature, to provide water affordability assistance for residential water services to low- income 
residential ratepayers.  

  
SB 1370 (Stern) Covered wildfire mitigation projects: consolidated and expedited review – As 
amended 8/28/26 – CSAC, RCRC, and Cal Cities support. Would create a streamlined state review 
process for covered wildfire mitigation projects, requiring a single consolidated application and a 60-
day authorization timeline, while also allowing expedited approvals that replace certain state permits 
and reviews. It would assign CAL-FIRE and the California Environmental Protection Agency joint 
responsibility for the review, impose project size and completion limits, require compliance with local 
and federal law, authorize civil penalties for violations, require cost-per-unit analysis for publicly 
funded projects, and mandate a legislative report by July 1, 2029 before the provisions expire in 2030 
and are repealed in 2031. 
 
Grant Opportunities 
 
Below is a list of the latest grant opportunities released by the state. All opportunities for local 
jurisdictions may be found here. 
 
Application Deadline: 10/12/26 23:59 
Title: Grant Opportunity: Farmworkers Advancement Program (FAP) Grant for Program Year 
2026-27 (PY 26-27) 
State Agency / Department: Employment Development Department 
Match Funding? No 
Estimated Total Funding: $10,000,000 
Funding Method: Reimbursement(s) 
 
Application Deadline: 9/30/26 23:59 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB973
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1085
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1125
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1370
https://www.grants.ca.gov/?s=&applicant_type_search%5B%5D=public-agency&grant_categories_search%5B%5D=any&timeframe_search%5B%5D=any
https://www.grants.ca.gov/?s=&applicant_type_search%5B%5D=public-agency&grant_categories_search%5B%5D=any&timeframe_search%5B%5D=any
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/farmworkers-advancement-program-fap-grant-for-program-year-2026-27-py-26-27/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/farmworkers-advancement-program-fap-grant-for-program-year-2026-27-py-26-27/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/agencies/employment-development-department/
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Title: Forest Legacy Program Capacity and Project Development 2026 
State Agency / Department: Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Match Funding? No 
Estimated Total Funding: $500,000 
Funding Method: Reimbursement(s) 
 
Governor’s Press Releases 
 
Below is a list of the governor’s press releases beginning September 2.  
 
September 9: Government, made easier. Governor Newsom introduces AskCA, a new AI-powered 
tool for Californians 
September 7: Happy Labor Day! California is the #1 state for workers, #1 economy in the nation 
September 7: Governor Newsom proclaims Labor Day 
September 4: Governor Gavin Newsom on California securing massive victory for democracy 
September 4: California’s public safety strategy works: Governor Newsom’s commitment helps lower 
crime as new study shows violence prevention saves lives 
September 4: Six years after Creek Fire, Governor Newsom recognizes historic nighttime CalGuard 
rescue that saved 242 lives 
September 3: California and the Australian state of Queensland ink new partnership to accelerate 
climate resilience, agricultural technology, and innovation 
September 3: Governor, First Partner statement on the passing of Gloria Steinem 
September 3: California prioritized fighting organized retail theft, those results are paying off with 
36,000 arrests and $293 million in stolen goods recovered 
 
  

https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/forest-legacy-program-capacity-and-project-development-2026/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/agencies/dept-of-forestry-fire-protection/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/09/government-made-easier-governor-newsom-introduces-askca-a-new-ai-powered-tool-for-californians/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/09/government-made-easier-governor-newsom-introduces-askca-a-new-ai-powered-tool-for-californians/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/07/happy-labor-day-california-is-the-1-for-state-for-workers-1-economy-in-the-nation/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/07/labor_day_2026/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/04/governor-gavin-newsom-on-california-securing-massive-victory-for-democracy/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/04/californias-public-safety-strategy-works-governor-newsoms-commitment-helps-lower-crime-as-new-study-shows-violence-prevention-saves-lives/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/04/californias-public-safety-strategy-works-governor-newsoms-commitment-helps-lower-crime-as-new-study-shows-violence-prevention-saves-lives/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/04/six-years-after-creek-fire-governor-newsom-recognizes-historic-nighttime-calguard-rescue-that-saved-242-lives/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/04/six-years-after-creek-fire-governor-newsom-recognizes-historic-nighttime-calguard-rescue-that-saved-242-lives/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/03/california-and-the-australian-state-of-queensland-ink-new-partnership-to-accelerate-climate-resilience-agricultural-technology-and-innovation/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/03/california-and-the-australian-state-of-queensland-ink-new-partnership-to-accelerate-climate-resilience-agricultural-technology-and-innovation/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/03/governor-first-partner-statement-on-the-passing-of-gloria-steinem/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/03/california-prioritized-fighting-organized-retail-theft-those-results-are-paying-off-with-36000-arrests-and-293-million-in-stolen-goods-recovered/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/09/03/california-prioritized-fighting-organized-retail-theft-those-results-are-paying-off-with-36000-arrests-and-293-million-in-stolen-goods-recovered/
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3. Washington D.C. Legislative Report  

 
Prepared by Townsend Public Affairs 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH ACTIVITY 

House and Senate on Recess, will Return Next Week, More Delays for Must-Pass Bills 

The House of Representatives will return next week alongside the Senate, which is coming back from 
August recess, though little coordinated action is expected between the two chambers as Congress 
passed HR 6500, a Continuing Resolution (CR) maintaining FY26 funding levels past the end of the 
fiscal year on September 30, through December 11. As is normal in CRs, they do not contain funding 
for congressional earmarks, also known as Community Project Funding (CPF) or Congressionally 
Directed Spending (CDS) requests. The Senate will remain in session through the end of the month 
before heading off to campaign in October.  

On September 3, House Speaker Mike Johnson cancelled votes the final two weeks of September to 
give members additional time to campaign ahead of the midterm elections, leaving Congress with even 
fewer legislative days before the end of the 119th Congress and a list of must-pass bills with little 
progress.  

While the deadline to fund the government was pushed, the cancelled session days will further delay 
action on a number of critical bills slated for action before the end of the year. Alongside full-year 
appropriations bills, Congress needs to pass or extend the 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA/Surface Transportation Reauthorization), Water Resources Development Act (WRDA), Farm 
Bill, and National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The House has generally advanced their partisan 
proposals, though bipartisan action has been delayed in the Senate by the absence of Senator Mitch 
McConnell and a lack of agreement on topline spending levels across multiple appropriations and policy 
bills.  

Both appropriations and the policy bills above require 60 votes in the Senate to pass, necessitating 
bipartisan agreement to advance.  

 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH ACTIVITY 

EPA Initiates Secondary WOTUS Rulemaking 

On September 9, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) published a Supplemental Notice of Proposed Rulemaking seeking additional comments on 
certain aspects of their proposed definition of Waters of the United States (WOTUS).  

EPA and USACE have been working to revise WOTUS following the Supreme Court’s 2023 decision in 
Sackett v. EPA, the definition of WOTUS determines the bodies of water subject to the Clean Water Act 
(CWA). The Supplemental Notice would reduce the number of waters subject to the CWA, limiting the 
definition of streams and wetlands, consistent with the original Notice of Proposed Rulemaking from 
November, 2025.  

Per EPA’s press release on the supplemental notice, EPA will be considering the new proposal 
alongside their initial proposed rule. Public comments on the supplemental notice are open through 
October 9, 2026.  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6500/text
https://thehill.com/homenews/education/6068035-democratic-senators-education-loan-spending-letter/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/09/09/2026-18317/updated-definition-of-waters-of-the-united-states
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/22pdf/21-454_4g15.pdf
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/6071197-epa-clean-water-act-western-water/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/11/20/2025-20402/updated-definition-of-waters-of-the-united-states
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-and-army-seek-additional-input-proposed-waters-us-definition-while-advancing
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HUD Publishes Then Withdraws Reorganization Notice 

On September 8, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) posted and then withdrew 
a Federal Register notice of intent to reorganize their Headquarters and Field Office structure. 
According to the notice, titled Notice of Intent to Reorganize HUD and Revise Headquarters and Field 
Operating Model, HUD is responding to the significant reductions in staff associated with last year’s 
Deferred Resignation program and actions by the now defunct Department of Government Efficiency 
(DOGE).  

The notice was withdrawn before publication in the Federal Register, but would consolidate non-
disaster staff in the Office of Community Planning and Development into a single office, merge public 
housing and voucher responsibilities under the Office of Public and Indian Housing, combine the Office 
of Policy Development and Research with the Chief Data Officer’s staff, and consolidate the Office of 
Field Policy and Management’s Build America, Buy America Act’s implementation staff into a single 
team.  

The Notice does not address substantive changes to staffing levels or structure at HUD field offices, 
which are the primary points of contact for grant administration. The notice can be viewed broadly as 
making permanent the reductions in HUD program staff from last year, through DOGE and other 
government-wide retirement incentive programs.  

 

Orange County Delegation Press Releases 

Rep. Lou Correa – September 3, 2026: CORREA VOTES NO ON WEAPONIZING STUDENT AID  
Rep. Young Kim – September 4, 2026: Reps. Kim, Nunn Introduce Bill to Strip Pensions from 

Disgraced Members of Congress  
Rep. Dave Min – September 4, 2026: ICYMI: Rep. Min Defends Renewable Energy, Calls Out GOP 

Hypocrisy on National Security and Costs  
Sen. Padilla – September 8, 2026: Padilla, Whitehouse, Schiff, Carbajal Lead Colleagues in Filing 

Amicus Brief Challenging Trump Administration’s Involvement in the Sable Offshore Pipeline 
Restart  

Sen. Padilla – September 8, 2026: Padilla, Schumer Lead All Senate Democrats to Urge Supreme 
Court to Block Postal Service Rule Limiting Mail-In Voting  

Sen. Padilla – September 8, 2026: Padilla Statement on Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie Bunch’s 
Decision to Retire  

Sen. Padilla – September 4, 2026: Padilla, Welch Condemn DOJ’s Failure to Vigorously Defend 
Fundamental Gun Violence Prevention Law  

Sen. Padilla – September 3, 2026: Padilla, Morelle Demand DHS Restore Cybersecurity Funding to 
Protect State and Local Election Offices  

Sen. Schiff – September 9, 2026: WATCH: Sen. Schiff Continues Bipartisan Push for Federal Film 
Tax Incentive, Highlights Benefits of Keeping Film Production in America  

Sen. Schiff – September 9, 2026: NEWS: Schiff, Padilla, Whitehouse, Carbajal Lead Colleagues in 
Filing Amicus Brief Challenging Trump Administration’s Involvement in the Sable Offshore Pipeline 
Restart 

Sen. Schiff – September 8, 2026: WATCH: Sen. Schiff Continues Push for Federal Film Tax Incentive, 
Breaks Down Upcoming Elections on ABC7  

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IH9AWEzHOE7nj_2siW6YkVByGhM3FJa2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IH9AWEzHOE7nj_2siW6YkVByGhM3FJa2/view?usp=sharing
https://www.opm.gov/about-us/fork/faq/
https://correa.house.gov/news/press-releases/correa-votes-no-on-weaponizing-student-aid?
https://youngkim.house.gov/2026/09/04/reps-kim-nunn-introduce-bill-to-strip-pensions-from-disgraced-members-of-congress/
https://youngkim.house.gov/2026/09/04/reps-kim-nunn-introduce-bill-to-strip-pensions-from-disgraced-members-of-congress/
https://min.house.gov/media/press-releases/icymi-rep-min-defends-renewable-energy-calls-out-gop-hypocrisy-national
https://min.house.gov/media/press-releases/icymi-rep-min-defends-renewable-energy-calls-out-gop-hypocrisy-national
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-whitehouse-schiff-carbajal-lead-colleagues-in-filing-amicus-brief-challenging-trump-administrations-involvement-in-the-sable-offshore-pipeline-restart/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-whitehouse-schiff-carbajal-lead-colleagues-in-filing-amicus-brief-challenging-trump-administrations-involvement-in-the-sable-offshore-pipeline-restart/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-whitehouse-schiff-carbajal-lead-colleagues-in-filing-amicus-brief-challenging-trump-administrations-involvement-in-the-sable-offshore-pipeline-restart/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-schumer-lead-all-senate-democrats-to-urge-supreme-court-to-block-postal-service-rule-limiting-mail-in-voting/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-schumer-lead-all-senate-democrats-to-urge-supreme-court-to-block-postal-service-rule-limiting-mail-in-voting/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-statement-on-smithsonian-secretary-lonnie-bunchs-decision-to-retire/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-statement-on-smithsonian-secretary-lonnie-bunchs-decision-to-retire/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-welch-condemn-dojs-failure-to-vigorously-defend-fundamental-gun-violence-prevention-law/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-welch-condemn-dojs-failure-to-vigorously-defend-fundamental-gun-violence-prevention-law/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-morelle-demand-dhs-restore-cybersecurity-funding-to-protect-state-and-local-election-offices/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-morelle-demand-dhs-restore-cybersecurity-funding-to-protect-state-and-local-election-offices/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/watch-sen-schiff-continues-bipartisan-push-for-federal-film-tax-incentive-highlights-benefits-of-keeping-film-production-in-america/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/watch-sen-schiff-continues-bipartisan-push-for-federal-film-tax-incentive-highlights-benefits-of-keeping-film-production-in-america/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-schiff-padilla-whitehouse-carbajal-lead-colleagues-in-filing-amicus-brief-challenging-trump-administrations-involvement-in-the-sable-offshore-pipeline-restart/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-schiff-padilla-whitehouse-carbajal-lead-colleagues-in-filing-amicus-brief-challenging-trump-administrations-involvement-in-the-sable-offshore-pipeline-restart/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-schiff-padilla-whitehouse-carbajal-lead-colleagues-in-filing-amicus-brief-challenging-trump-administrations-involvement-in-the-sable-offshore-pipeline-restart/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/watch-sen-schiff-continues-push-for-federal-film-tax-incentive-breaks-down-upcoming-elections-on-abc7/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/watch-sen-schiff-continues-push-for-federal-film-tax-incentive-breaks-down-upcoming-elections-on-abc7/
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Legislation Introduced by the Orange County Delegation 
No Legislation was Introduced by the Orange County Delegation this Week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or your staff have any questions or require additional information on any of the items 
in this bulletin, please contact Charles Dulac at 714-834-3141. 
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