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A Publication of the County Executive Office/Legislative Affairs 

  

          August 11, 2026 
         Item No. 40 

 County of Orange Positions on Proposed Legislation 
 
The Legislative Bulletin provides the Board of Supervisors with analyses of measures pending in 
Sacramento and Washington that are of interest to the County.  Staff provides recommended positions 
that fall within the range of policies established by the Board.  According to the County of Orange 
Legislative Affairs Program Guidelines adopted by the Board of Supervisors on January 25, 2022, 
staff recommendations for formal County positions on legislation will be agendized and presented in 
this document for Board action at regular Board of Supervisors meetings.  When the Board takes 
formal action on a piece of legislation, the CEO will direct the County’s legislative advocates to 
promote the individual bills as approved by the Board.  The Legislative Bulletin also provides the 
Board of Supervisors with informative updates on State and Federal issues. 
 
The 2025-2026 Legislative Platform was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November 19, 2024. 
 
On August 11, 2026, the Board of Supervisors will consider the following actions: 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
1. Receive and File Legislative Bulletin 

 
2. SUPPORT – AB 1617 (Alanis) Household hazardous waste: reporting. 

 
3. SUPPORT – AB 2051 (Wicks) Public resources: Coastal Resilience Permitting Working 

Group. 
 

4. OPPOSE – SB 28 (Umberg) Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) 
court program. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 
1. County Position Matrix: CEO-LA 

2. Sacramento Legislative Report  

3. Washington DC Legislative Report 
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1. SUPPORT – AB 1617 (Alanis) Household hazardous waste: reporting. 
 

CEO/Office of Legislative Affairs 
Bill Analysis 

 
 
 

 

BILL 
NUMBER: 

Assembly Bill  
(AB) 1617 

INTRODUCED/AMENDED 
DATE: 

Introduced: January 21, 2026 
Amended: July 2, 2022 

AUTHOR: Assemblymember Juan Alanis (AD – 22)  

SUBJECT: Household hazardous waste: reporting. 

BILL 
SPONSOR: Rural County Representatives of California 

STATUS: Senate Floor  
 
REQUESTING 
DEPARTMENT/AGENCY: 
 

OC Waste & Recycling  

 
REQUESTING 
DEPARTMENT/AGENCY 
RECOMMENDED POSITION: 
 

SUPPORT 

 
CEO-LA RECOMMENDED 
POSITION: 
 

SUPPORT   

Current Law: 

Existing regulations require each public agency that is responsible for 
household hazardous waste management to complete and submit a 
“Form 303 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Report” (Form 303) 
electronically to the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
(CalRecycle) each year.  
 
Existing regulations require the reporting timeframe to be July 1 of the 
previous fiscal year through June 30 of that fiscal year, with the 
information required to be submitted to the state by October 1 of the 
following fiscal year. 
 
Existing law requires a public agency, or its contractor, operating a 
household hazardous waste collection facility to, on or before October 1 of 
each year, submit a copy of the completed Form 303 to the officer or 
agency authorized to implement and enforce specified hazardous 
materials laws. 
 
Existing law requires that the completed Form 303 also be submitted to 
the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) until specified 
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regulations adopted by the Secretary for Environmental Protection are 
effective and other conditions are met. 

Proposed Law: 

This bill requires the Form 303 to report information for the previous 
calendar year rather than the previous fiscal year.  
 
This bill requires a copy of the completed Form 303 to be submitted to 
CalRecycle. It requires CalRecycle to provide a copy of the completed 
form to DTSC upon request. 

Prior Legislative Votes:  
Sen Environmental Quality (Y:7 N:0 A:0)  
Asm Floor (Y:68 N:0 A:12) 
Asm Approps (Y:14 N:0 A:1) 
Asm Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials (Y:7 N:0 A:0) 

Vote Threshold: Majority 

State Mandated Local 
Program:  No 

Fiscal Committee: Yes  

Support and Opposition:  

Support 
• Rural County Representatives of California (sponsor) 
• Alameda County Board of Supervisors 
• Alameda; County of 
• California Chapters of the Solid Waste Association of North 

America's (SWANA) Legislative Task Force 
• California State Association of Counties (CSAC) 
• Californians Against Waste 
• Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts 

Opposition  
• None 
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Background: 

Orange County operates four Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
Collection Centers: 

• Anaheim Collection Center  
• Huntington Beach Collection Center  
• Irvine Collection Center  
• San Juan Capistrano Collection Center 

 
Leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable or 
reactive ingredients are considered HHW. Products such as paints, 
cleaners, oils, batteries, smoke detectors, and pesticides that contain 
potentially hazardous ingredients require special handling when 
disposed.  
 
Per state law, the County reports information on the collection of HHW to 
various state agencies, including the Department of Toxic Substances and 
Control (DTSC) and the Department of Resources Recycling and 
Recovery (CalRecycle). 
 
For example, the County annually reports information on universal waste 
and treated wood waste to DTSC. The County also reports information on 
covered E-waste, the Electronic Annual Report, and the Used Oil Annual 
Report to Cal Recycle. All the reports mentioned above use data from the 
previous calendar year.  
 
A Form 303 captures the type and quantity of HHW received by HHW 
collection centers.This information is based on the previous fiscal year, 
rather than the previous calendar year.  
 
AB 1617 would align reporting requirements for CalRecycle and DTSC by 
changing the Form 303 reporting timeframe from a fiscal year to a 
calendar year. 
 
Aligning reporting deadlines would ease administrative burdens, make 
data clearer for the public, and streamline compliance with reporting 
requirements.  
 

Department Comments, 
Impact on Area(s) of 
Responsibility: 

By shifting to calendar-year reporting, OC Waste and Recycling can better 
align its hazardous waste data with other programs and datasets that 
already use the calendar year. This reduces the need to reconcile 
mismatched time periods, which can simplify analysis and long-term 
planning. 

Mandates: The County will need to adjust internal databases as well as contractor reporting timelines. 

 

Operations: 

OC Waste and Recycling (OCWR) will need to shift how we track and comply data from a 
fiscal-year basis to a calendar-year basis. This means staff may have to update reporting 
workflows, reconfigure databases, and coordinate with contractors to ensure all collection 
data is submitted on the new timeline. There could be a short transition period where staff 
are managing overlapping datasets or reconciling partial-year information. 
Operationally, this legislation will have minimal impact on OCWR’s day-to-day HHW 
services. 
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Estimated 
Costs: N/A  

 

Estimated 
Revenues: Potential revenue associated with reducing administrative barriers.  

 

Policy Platform 
References: 

GS-6: Burdensome Regulatory Requirements: 
Support proposals that minimize burdensome requirements and legal 
obstacles, facilitate streamlined and efficient regulatory review and 
permitting for public agency/government projects, eliminate duplicative or 
contradictory regulations, and mitigate redundancy in reporting 
requirements. 

 
  



Page 6 of 32 
 

2. SUPPORT – AB 2051 (Wicks) Public resources: Coastal Resilience Permitting Working 
Group. 

 
CEO/Office of Legislative Affairs 

Bill Analysis 
 

 
 

 

BILL 
NUMBER: 

Assembly Bill  
(AB) 2051 

INTRODUCED/AMENDED 
DATE: 

Introduced: February 18, 2026 
Amended: March 25, 2026 
Amended: July 6, 2026 

AUTHOR: Assemblymember Buffy Wicks (AD – 14)  

SUBJECT: Public resources: Coastal Resilience Permitting Working Group. 

BILL 
SPONSOR: Bay Area Council, Bay Planning Coalition 

STATUS: Senate Appropriations Committee – Suspense File 
 
REQUESTING 
DEPARTMENT/AGENCY: 
 

CEO Legislative Affairs  

 
CEO-LA RECOMMENDED 
POSITION: 
 

SUPPORT  

Current Law: 

Current law establishes the Natural Resources Agency and vests the 
agency with jurisdiction over various public resources. Existing law 
establishes the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) and 
sets out its mission for programs, policies, and standards. Under existing 
law, various state entities, including the California Coastal Commission, the 
CalEPA and the Department of Fish and Wildlife have responsibilities with 
respect to coastal permitting and development. 

Proposed Law: 

Requires the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency, in consultation 
with the Secretary for Environmental Protection, to convene a Coastal 
Resilience Permitting Working Group for the purpose of developing a 
Coastal Resilience Permitting Roadmap for coastal resilience projects 
proposed in specified areas.  
Requires the Coastal Resilience Permitting Working Group to consist of 
representatives from federal, state, and local agencies, including the 
California Regional Water Quality Control Boards of Santa Ana and San 
Diego. 
On or before January 1, 2028, requires the Secretary of the Natural 
Resources Agency to submit the Coastal Resilience Permitting Roadmap 
to the Governor and the relevant fiscal and policy committees of the 
Legislature.  
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Requires, on or before April 1, 2027, the Secretary of the Natural Resources 
Agency, in collaboration with the California Coastal Commission, the San 
Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission, the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the California Regional Water Quality 
Boards with jurisdiction over the coast and the San Francisco Bay, to 
convene a Coastal Resilience Permit Advisory Group to support the 
deliberations of the Coastal Resilience Permitting Working Group. 

Prior Legislative Votes:  

Sen. Approps 08/03/26 (Y:7 N:0 A:0) 
Sen. Natural Resources & Water 07/01/26 (Y:7 N:0 A:0) 
Asm. Floor 05/28/26 (Y:65 N:6 A:9) 
Asm. Approps 05/14/26 (Y:12 N:2 A:1) 
Asm. Water, Parks, and Wildlife 04/14/26 (Y:12 N:0 A:1)  
Asm. Natural Resources 03/23/26 (Y:12 N:1 A:1)  

Vote Threshold: Majority  

State Mandated Local 
Program:  No 

Fiscal Committee: Yes  

Support and Opposition:  

Support 
• Bay Area Council (co-sponsor) 
• Bay Planning Coalition (co-sponsor) 
• AltaSea 
• California Shore & Beach Preservation Association 
• California State Association of Counties 
• City and County of San Francisco 
• City of Oceanside 
• City of Port Hueneme 
• City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County 
• Coastal Quest 
• County of Los Angeles 
• County of Marin 
• County of Monterey 
• East Bay Dischargers Authority 
• East Bay Regional Park District 
• ECOncrete 
• Filoli 
• Kiewit Infrastructure West Company 
• Marin Community Foundation 
• McFadden Finch Holdings Company 
• One Shoreline 
• Orange County Transportation Authority 
• Planning and Conservation League (if amended) 
• Port of Redwood City 
• Port of San Francisco 
• San Francisco Bay Ferry 
• San Francisco International Airport 
• Santa Clara Valley Water District 
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• Save the Bay (if amended) 
• SPUR Bay Area (if amended) 
• The Exploratorium 
• The Honorable Todd Gloria, Mayor, City of San Diego 
• The Nature Conservancy 
• Wareham Development 
• WILDCOAST 

 

Opposition  
• None 

 

Background: 

AB 2051 establishes a Coastal Resilience Working Group to identify 
administrative actions and recommendations to streamline and accelerate 
permitting for coastal resilience and sea level rise adaptation projects. 
The bill was amended on July 6, 2026 to include the California Regional 
Water Quality Control Boards of Los Angeles, Santa Ana, and San Diego 
as workgroup members. With this amendment, this bill was expanded to 
include the Southern California coast. The permitting and development of 
coastal resilience projects in Orange County could benefit from the 
formation and recommendations of this newly-established working group.  

Department Comments, 
Impact on Area(s) of 
Responsibility: 

OCPW supports AB 2051 because it advances coastal resilience, 
promotes interagency coordination, and streamlines permitting for critical 
shoreline and flood protection projects. AB 2051 does not provide funding, 
but it will shape future funding eligibility and expectations. This bill aligns 
with our commitment to preserve beaches, protect coastal infrastructure, 
and enhance public safety along the coast. 

1. Enhances Coastal Resilience Planning 
o AB 2051 establishes a Coastal Resilience Permitting Working 

Group to streamline permitting and planning for projects that 
protect the shoreline, reduce flood risk, and address coastal 
erosion. 

o The bill promotes coordinated efforts across federal, state, and 
local agencies, ensuring a unified approach to coastal 
resilience. 

2. Streamlines Permitting Processes 
o By developing a Coastal Resilience Permitting Roadmap, the 

bill helps counties and local agencies understand regulatory 
requirements, reducing delays for critical coastal projects. 

o Supports timely implementation of beach nourishment, 
shoreline preservation, and flood risk reduction projects. 

3. Aligns With County Policy Priorities 
o Supports the County’s platform for beach preservation, coastal 

erosion control, and predictable funding for coastal projects. 
o Facilitates access to federal, state, and technical expertise to 

enhance local project outcomes. 
4. Promotes Efficiency Without Mandates 

o Participation is collaborative; AB 2051 does not impose a state-
mandated local program. 

o Encourages counties to be engaged in planning and advisory 
roles to shape permitting processes that affect local projects. 
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5. Supports Long-Term Coastal Sustainability 
o Strengthens interjurisdictional coordination to better protect 

coastal communities and infrastructure from storms, sea level 
rise, and climate impacts. Lays the groundwork for dedicated, 
predictable funding for coastal resilience efforts. 

Mandates: N/A 

 

Operations: N/A 

 

Estimated 
Costs: N/A 

 

Estimated 
Revenues: N/A 

 

Policy Platform 
References: 

IN-4 Beach Preservation & Coastal Funding 
 
The County supports:  

• Funding and efforts for coastal resiliency research, planning, 
jurisdictional coordination, engineering, design, streamlined 
permitting, and implementation, beach and sand nourishment, 
coastal erosion control, and shoreline and beach preservation.  

• Dedicated and predictable funding for coastal flood risk and storm 
damage reduction projects.  

• Sharing of federal outer continental shelf revenues with coastal 
states to support conservation, coastal infrastructure resiliency and 
wildlife protection programs. 
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3. OPPOSE – SB 28 (Umberg) Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) 
court program. 

 
CEO/Office of Legislative Affairs 

Bill Analysis 
 

 
 

 
 

BILL NUMBER: Senate Bill 
 (SB) 28 

INTRODUCED/AMENDED 
DATE: 

Amended:  
July 2, 2026 

AUTHOR: Senator Thomas J. Umberg (SD 34)  

SUBJECT: Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) court program 

BILL 
SPONSOR: N/A 

STATUS: Assembly Appropriations Committee 
 
REQUESTING 
DEPARTMENT/AGENCY: 
 

Health Care Agency 

 
REQUESTING 
DEPARTMENT/AGENCY 
RECOMMENDED POSITION: 
 

OPPOSE 

 
CEO-LA RECOMMENDED 
POSITION: 
 

OPPOSE 

Current Law: 

Senate Bill 1338 (Umberg), Chapter 319, Statutes of 2022, 
established the Community Assistance, Recovery, and 
Empowerment (CARE) Act, which provides community-based 
behavioral health services and supports, by means of a civil 
court process, to Californians living with untreated 
schizophrenia spectrum or other psychotic disorders. 
Under existing law, the CARE Act authorizes specified 
persons, including a person with whom the respondent 
resides, family members, and first responders, among others, 
to petition a civil court to create a voluntary CARE agreement 
or a court-ordered CARE plan. CARE agreements and CARE 
plans are designed to identify a range of appropriate 
community-based services and supports, which can include 
behavioral health care, housing and other supportive 
services. The CARE agreement is defined as a voluntary 
settlement agreement, which the court can modify and 
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approve; by contrast, the court orders the parties to develop a 
CARE plan if a CARE agreement is unlikely to be reached.  
Existing law authorizes a court to terminate a respondent’s 
participation in the CARE process if the court determines that 
the respondent is not participating in the CARE process or is 
not adhering to their CARE plan. Under existing law, a court 
is authorized to order an evaluation under the Lanterman-
Petris-Short (LPS) Act to ensure the respondent’s safety. 
Existing law requires the court to consider the respondent’s 
failure to successfully complete their CARE plan and the 
reasons for that failure in a subsequent hearing under the 
LPS Act, provided that the hearing occurs within 6 months of 
the termination of the CARE plan, and creates a presumption 
that the respondent needs additional intervention beyond the 
supports and services provided by the CARE plan. 
The LPS Act authorizes a conservator of the person, of the 
estate, or of the person and the estate to be appointed for a 
person who is gravely disabled as a result of a mental health 
disorder, severe substance use disorder, co-occurring mental 
health disorder and severe substance use disorder, or 
impairment by chronic alcoholism. Under existing law, the 
officer providing the conservatorship investigation, which may 
include a public guardian or a county mental health program, 
is required to investigate all available alternatives to 
conservatorship and to recommend conservatorship to the 
court only if no suitable alternatives are available. Existing law 
requires a conservatorship under these provisions to 
terminate after one year; however, it also specifies 
procedures if the conservator determines conservatorship is 
still required. 

Proposed Law: 

This bill proposes significant changes to the CARE Act. 
SB 28 would create new pathways to the CARE Court 
program following conservatorship termination or long-term 
participation in voluntary treatment.  Specifically, it would: 

• Authorize a conservator to request referral of the 
conservatee to CARE court when conservatorship ends if 
the person is no longer gravely disabled and appears to 
meet CARE criteria. 

• Allow a CARE petition to include evidence that the 
respondent was detained for a minimum of two 
involuntary 5150 holds in the previous 120 days, or the 
respondent was referred to a full-service partnership 
program more than once but not enrolled due to inability 
or unwillingness to engage in the previous 120 days. 

• Require counties to develop an “expedited assessment” 
as an alternative to the existing 14-day assessment for 
referrals from an LPS- designated facility to the CARE 
program when there is concern of imminent discharge and 
foreseeable challenges with locating the respondent.  

• Require a behavioral health professional or their designee 
to confirm that they believe the individual meets or is likely 
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to meet the CARE Act eligibility criteria for a referral from 
an LPS designated facility to the CARE program. 

SB 28 would expand the scope of the CARE Court program 
by: 

• Providing the court with additional authority to adopt a 
(voluntary) CARE agreement as a (court ordered) Care 
plan if the three following circumstances are met: 
o The respondent has stopped engaging with the CARE 

process for 60 days or more despite document 
attempts by county, local agency, or treatment 
providers to maintain engagement with the 
respondent.  

o All elements of the CARE agreement have been 
provided to the respondent by the county or other 
local agency, as required; and  

o The court finds that a CARE plan would be a more 
effective alternative than potential dismissal from the 
CARE process.  

• Prohibiting the court from terminating the respondent’s 
participation in the CARE process solely due to a failure of 
the county or other local government entity to properly 
engage with the CARE process. 

• Requiring the Department of Health Care Services 
(DHCS), no later than July 1, 2028, to develop, with input 
from a stakeholder group, a CARE Act model exit plan 
that identifies appropriate services and ongoing 
monitoring of an individual with a petition dismissed from 
the CARE Act because the court determined that they 
need a higher level of services.  

• Requiring the stakeholder group to include, at a minimum, 
county behavioral health agencies, county CARE courts, 
racial justice experts, and other appropriate stakeholders, 
including providers and CARE court participants. 

• Authorizing the court, beginning July 1, 2028, to order the 
county to develop an exit plan for the respondent if the 
court dismisses a CARE petition because a respondent 
needs a higher level of services.  

SB 28 significantly expands data tracking requirements by 
specifying that: 

• The same data tracked for former participants pursuant to 
existing law must also be tracked for cases involving 
dismissed respondents. 

• The annual CARE Act report must include 
additional information compiled from county behavioral 
health departments and courts such as the number of 
individuals who were referred to a full-service partnership 
program after dismissal or termination from the CARE Act 
program; the number of individuals who were enrolled in a 
full-service partnership program postreferral; and the 
number of individuals who maintained enrollment in a full-
service partnership program for a year following the date 
of enrollment. 



Page 13 of 32 
 

SB 28 also provides for increased sharing of confidential 
health information with various new parties as follows: 

• Provides that consistent with existing law, the 
county behavioral health agency may disclose to a 
provider of health care, or a covered entity, any 
information, including protected health information, and 
mental health records excluding psychotherapy notes, in 
its possession about the respondent that is relevant to the 
provider or entity’s provision, coordination, or 
management of services and supports, including, but not 
limited to, the preparation of any required investigations, 
evaluations, or reports.  

• Specifies that such a disclosure is a disclosure for 
treatment purposes, which may be made only to the 
extent permitted under existing law and may include 
substance use disorder patient records only to the extent 
permitted by federal law. 

• Specifies that the county behavioral health 
agency cannot be held civilly or criminally liable for any 
disclosure authorized or required. 

• Requires the county behavioral health agency to notify the 
respondent of a disclosure of health information. 

• Specifies that all information, including the facts and 
records, or summary thereof, shared must further be 
disclosed to the respondent and the respondent’s counsel 
and with the consent of the respondent, to the supporter, 
and the original petitioner, if participating in the ongoing 
proceedings. 

• Specifies that information disclosed to a provider of health 
care or a covered entity by a county behavioral health 
agency is confidential and not subject to disclosure under 
the California Public Records Act. 

• Allows reports generated by the county behavioral health 
agency during the CARE process to be disclosed to a 
provider of health care or a covered entity, if necessary to 
assist with ongoing treatment of the respondent. 

SB 28 would expand oversight of the CARE Court program by 
the California Health and Human Services (HHS) Agency by: 

• Requiring HHS to annually release a list identifying 
overperforming counties, known as CARE Champions, 
and annually provide a written notice identifying areas of 
concern and opportunities for improvement for 
underperforming counties. 

• Establishing within HHS the position of CARE Court 
Ombudsperson, to be appointed by the Governor and 
confirmed by the Senate, who will oversee and investigate 
complaints by petitioners, respondents, participants, and 
governmental agencies involved in the CARE process, 
including, but not limited to, judges, county staff, first 
responders, and city staff. 

Prior Legislative Votes:  Assembly Judiciary Committee (6/30/26) - 
• Ayes: 11 
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• Noes: 0 
• Abstentions: 1 

 
Assembly Health Committee (6/23/26) - 

• Ayes:  14 
• Noes:  0 
• Abstentions: 2 

 
Senate Floor (5/29/25) - 

• Ayes: 38 
• Noes: 0 
• Abstentions: 2 

 
Senate Appropriations Committee (5/23/25) - 

• Ayes: 6 
• Noes: 0 
• Abstentions: 1 

 
Senate Public Safety Committee (3/25/25) - 

• Ayes: 6 
• Noes: 0 
• Abstentions: 0 

Vote Threshold: Majority 

State Mandated Local 
Program:  Yes 

Fiscal Committee: Yes 

Support and Opposition:  

Support: 

•  California State Association of Psychiatrists 

• Two individuals 
 
Opposition: 
Over 40 organizations/entities that include: 

• Cal Voices 

• California Public Defenders Association 

• County Behavioral Health Directors Association of 
California 

• California State Association of Counties 

• California State Association of Public Administrators, 
Public Guardians, and Public Conservators 

• Coalition on Homelessness 

• Disability Rights California 

• Independent Defense Counsel Office, County of Santa 
Clara 
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• Mental Health America of California 

• National Alliance to End Homelessness 

• People’s Homeless Task Force Orange County 

• Rural County Representatives of California 

• Urban Counties of California 

• Western Regional Advocacy Project 

Background: 

The CARE Act created a voluntary, civil court-based 
engagement process designed to prevent individuals with 
schizophrenia or another psychotic disorder from becoming 
subject to an LPS conservatorship or incarcerated in a jail or 
psychiatric facility by providing clinically appropriate, 
community-based services that may include court-ordered 
stabilization medications, wellness and recovery support, help 
with finding social services and housing for up to 12 months, 
with possible extensions. The CARE process was designed to 
be a less restrictive alternative, structured as a service-
oriented model with judicial oversight intended to help 
facilitate access to care.  
 
As established in 2022, the CARE Act does not independently 
authorize involuntary detention or conservatorship, and 
participation outcomes are not determinative of LPS Act 
eligibility under existing law. For purposes of involuntary 
mental health or substance use disorder treatment, the LPS 
Act ensures due process when determining if an individual is 
considered a danger to themselves, others, or gravely 
disabled. The LPS Act, since its inception in 1967, has been 
administered under a local control model with counties 
retaining discretion in how the law is implemented given the 
Act does not include any state funding. 

Department Comments, 
Impact on Area(s) of 
Responsibility: 

Reforms proposed by SB 28 include numerous new, 
unfunded mandates highlighted below.  In addition to the 
increased workload and associated costs, the Health Care 
Agency (HCA) has identified additional concerns. 
 
Under current law, individuals can become connected with 
CARE Court if the court refers an individual from an LPS 
conservatorship to the program.  This bill specifies that if 
upon the termination of a conservatorship, the conservator 
determines that additional help for the conservatee may still 
be warranted, the conservator can request that the court refer 
the conservatee to CARE court. In order to do so, the bill 
requires a licensed physician or psychologist to confirm the 
conservatee is no longer gravely disabled and meets the 
CARE Act eligibility criteria.  The logistics of the referral 
process is concerning because once a person is determined 
to be “no longer gravely disabled,” the court is required to act 
immediately which could mean potentially ending the 
conservatorship before the County has had a chance to 
connect them to CARE Court.  
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This bill also provides for various disclosures of protected 
health information with health care providers and covered 
entities for the purpose of facilitating treatment and care for 
respondents.  Under existing law, counties can already share 
sensitive medical information with other providers for the 
purpose of care coordination. Consideration of state and 
federal privacy laws is a requirement for county behavioral 
health and other covered entities; however, some provisions 
of the bill suggest that evaluations done by the County can be 
provided to a licensed behavioral health professional that 
provides a declaration as part of the initial petition, even if that 
professional is not involved in the respondent’s ongoing 
treatment and care without consideration of state and federal 
privacy protections. Under current practice, court reports are 
not released to external providers or covered entities.  
However, limited information is shared pursuant to existing 
laws to support and coordinate treatment. 
 
SB 28 expresses the intent of the Legislature to identify 
appropriate metrics of success to measure counties 
successfully implementing the CARE Act and counties 
experiencing challenges with implementation and in need of 
technical support and training. The bill requires the annual 
release of a list identifying overperforming counties, known as 
CARE Champions, and the provision of annual written notice 
to underperforming counties identifying areas of concern and 
opportunities for improvement.  In March of this year, 10 
counties were identified as “CARE Champions” based on the 
highest rates of petitions on a per capita basis.  Metrics of 
success should be developed using independent and valid 
measures of quality and not reliant on petition rates per 
capita. 
 
Public Defender reports that the bill would detract from the 
original principles of the CARE Act: to preserve the self-
determination of the respondent and to connect respondents 
with services in the community through voluntary 
participation.  SB 28 dilutes the voluntariness of the CARE 
Act.  For example, where a respondent does not want to 
participate in CARE Court, the court would now have the 
authority to order a CARE plan against the respondent’s 
wishes when they have stopped participating in the CARE 
process.  The bill effectively prioritize petitioners over the 
respondent and will thwart the public defender’s ability to gain 
the trust of the respondent and encourage participation.  The 
oversight and performance measures also appear misplace 
and lack specificity.  

Mandates: 

This bill would expand the information on CARE Act petitions to include 
the efforts, timeframes of efforts, and  outcome of efforts made by county and 
noncounty providers to voluntarily engage the respondent prior to the filing of the 
petition and document how attempts in the prior 120 days failed, cognitive 
deficits, and unmet mental health needs were assessed. The bill would also 
prohibit the court from terminating the respondent’s participation in the CARE 
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process solely due to a failure of the county or other local government entity to 
properly engage with the CARE process. 
This bill would require counties to develop an “expedited assessment” when 
receiving a referral from an LPS- designated facility to the CARE program where 
there is concern of imminent discharge and foreseeable challenges with locating 
the respondent.  Existing law currently provides a 14-day timeframe for 
conducting assessments and the imposition of a vague new standard could pose 
workforce challenges and significantly increase costs.  
In addition to providing for the disclosure of confidential health information with 
new parties, county behavioral health agencies would be required to provide 
notice to respondents by mail, to their counsel, and by including a copy of the 
notification with the next notice of hearing when protected health information is 
shared. Expanding notice requirements as specified would be costly and 
increase administrative workload volume, as coordinating notifications through 
counsel and attaching to hearing notices adds logistical challenges requiring both 
funding and structural support.  
The bill expands the data included in the annual CARE Act report by requiring 
information compiled from county behavioral health departments and courts such 
as the number of individuals who were referred to a full-service partnership 
program after dismissal or termination from the CARE Act program; the number 
of individuals who were enrolled in a full-service partnership program 
postreferral; and the number of individuals who maintained enrollment in a full-
service partnership program for a year following the date of enrollment. As the 
specified data may not be readily accessible by HCA staff, funding and resources 
would be needed to put in place a mechanism for tracking data related to 
services provided outside of County-operated systems.  
The bill would also require the data collected from county behavioral health 
departments and courts to be collected for cases involving dismissed 
respondents, where available. Tracking outcome data for individuals who were 
dismissed or disengaged would require significant staff time and funding to put in 
place the necessary resources to comply with this requirement. 
This bill would require, by January 1, 2028, all counties to establish a process for 
electronic submission of CARE Act documents using a secure portal.  

 

Operations: 

The mandates described above would result in significant operational and 
staffing impacts that include creating new mechanisms for tracking, sharing, and 
reporting new data; providing increased notice to respondents; and developing a 
new “expedited assessment” timeframe.     
This bill would also authorize courts, beginning July 1, 2028, when dismissing a 
CARE petition because a respondent needs a higher level of services, to order 
the county to develop an exit plan for the respondent. The bill would require the 
State Department of Health Care Services, by July 1, 2028, to develop, with input 
from certain stakeholder groups, a CARE Act model exit plan that identifies 
appropriate services and ongoing monitoring of an individual with a petition 
dismissed because the individual needed a higher level of services. Currently, 
HCA staff coordinate discharge plans and referrals across the continuum of care 
for CARE participants.  It is not known how the creation of a new exit plan may 
alter this existing process, nor is it clear if exit plans will be required for 
respondents who are not participants due to the timing of their petition dismissal 
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which would require costly infrastructure not currently in place to monitor 
individuals who are not patients or CARE participants. 
This bill would also impact court operations in several ways including, among 
others, expanding the scope of evidence in a petition to support the contention 
that the respondent meet CARE eligibility criteria, increasing a court’s authority to 
adopt a CARE agreement as a CARE plan, and authorizing all parties and 
witnesses to appear remotely through the use of remote technology while 
preserving the court’s discretion to order a party or witness to appear in person if 
necessary. 

 

Estimated 
Costs: 

While no funding is included, unknown but potentially significant costs borne by 
HCA are anticipated due to increased workload associated with complying with 
the above-described mandates and likely increased caseloads. 

 

Estimated 
Revenues: N/A 

 

Policy Platform References: CS-8: CARE Act Implementation 
As a Cohort One County, support legislation addressing 
the timelines for outreach and engagement of 
respondents, and ensuring the Public Defender 
receives regular, predictable funding to perform 
required activities. Ensure sufficient resources and 
flexibility to serve the gravely disabled population. 
 
CS-33: Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act  
Support reform of the LPS Act and related laws in a manner 
that would provide services and whole person care, protect 
patients’ rights, promote patient engagement in their 
behavioral health treatment, and provide sufficient and 
ongoing funding for mandated services including additional 
resources for public guardians and conservators to manage 
and treat gravely disabled conservatees. 
 
GS-23: State & Federal Mandates 
Support full funding for state and federal mandates on the 
County and pursue revisions to streamline the process for 
local government. 
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INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

1. County Position Matrix:  CEO-LA 
 

The tables below list the bills the Board of Supervisors has taken positions on in the 2025-26 
legislative session. 
 

State Legislation      As of Thursday, August 6, 2026 
 

Measure Author Topic Date of Board 
Action 

Board 
Position Status 

AB 28 Schiavo 

Solid waste landfills: subsurface 
temperatures. 06/24/2025 Oppose 08/04/2026 - 

Senate Third Reading 

AB 35 Alvarez 

Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire 
Prevention, Drought 

Preparedness, and Clean Air 
Bond Act of 2024: 

Administrative Procedure Act: 
exemption: program guidelines 

and selection criteria. 

03/24/2026 Support 07/16/2026 - Chaptered 

AB 282 Pellerin 

Discrimination: housing: source 
of income. 05/06/2025 Support 09/11/2025 - 2 Year 

AB 283 Haney 

In-Home Supportive Services 
Employer-Employee Relations 

Act. 
08/26/2025 Support if 

Amended 09/11/2025 - 2 Year 

AB 760 Ta 

Income taxes: exclusions: 2026 
Garden Grove chemical leak. 06/23/2026 Support 

08/03/2026 - 
Senate Appr. Suspense 

File 

AB 762 Irwin 

Disposable, battery-embedded 
vapor inhalation device: 

prohibition and penalties. 
04/22/2025 Support 

08/03/2026 - 
Senate Appr. Suspense 

File 
AB 1088 Bains Public health: kratom. 06/24/2025 Support 07/01/2026 - Dead 

AB 1567 Ta 

General plan: annual report: 
congregate and residential care 

for the elderly. 
03/24/2026 Support 

06/29/2026 - 
Senate Appr. Suspense 

File 

AB 1602 Rubio, Blanca 

Foster youth: disaster aid 
assistance. 03/24/2026 Support 

06/29/2026 - 
Senate Appr. Suspense 

File 

AB 1619 Valencia 

Public employees’ retirement: 
administration. 05/19/2026 Support 06/30/2026 - 

Senate Third Reading 

AB 1638 Ta 

County veterans service 
officers: additional resources. 04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

AB 1830 Petrie-Norris Ignition interlock devices. 03/24/2026 Support 06/22/2026 - 
Senate Public Safety 

AB 1893 Gallagher 

Wildfire prevention: local 
assistance grant program: 

eligible activities. 
04/28/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=HYhkEnfJ99hjzVXzNABjKFZzwKqDrZVP2KBFBMpZ0EPoJK4R3Sy7ArZd32C5lxN47Jdcfy9rvuA96d0EvJqRnZI5VJ8tfv11V3ewNgZz9ftrtY3VNF5fObb4y+J2Gqwz8KhzNyESkxTVpoKT85an8w==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/441
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=YJ9ySRG+HXhto30wNP3i662CgsbSAPxD6If8v9xuS0clSUqBAY+tiyDhSxpCISTgW6FMdSb2din95ognfBzbk3cIZM6E8li2HfsKxZ8b4e4g3RC/T6Xc/d9ryeijbbi4b1uuCAPw4g8LFT3TQGIpyQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/504
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=261TZ/ZI1iQLIVYE0fZnwwKfoaSV6ECbhD50+bnaEBNtiKliJDNDx42d8yOkRYDgDBTK2V2q+XFrlVZGS/c4mpeiOycvq307H5c/i8wxR8Lp6TEzs8fF3MozTngFf0SX+VNR5KofN37t6idPhpwR2g==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/438
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=fvL1y05m6479cRGxvlCNbLPR0feksU7GcWEN7CkdroV6bMQLuFk5dOG3C2LUbGQpXA5xCXO/RF9Gt0OGkKYZtuOKQsKPh5yjipphrERn247TThmHody/Ui3NP7GqyuJhClOSODZm5wzFI3quCwVlPg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/503
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=MrylzQITaxMat03YEdgV3Sd6YRyjMu6OrDi2X8Td2dYQ48OgLZ2kP6E/IB5e4ZkrO2sKUlCYvMIorQGr/E8nH6ZgC5LSIrSlXvxtet8tjG5UnjdA7dFtIAMFj6FO6EyPTFgDlKuR4k7HOrmBt6V6yg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=3zAWJPG8wAOMO/5jggtSWwJ+HudErJ3C2jSeeIzMVIyCjiXQK2I1JLIpgqXWxaJcuEoFZrCRuBd3lKETRDBcHW+P5wG2yQen3MMLjVcvVlkd4XZx+rF6GyJ+kYQ/S/MOSqeipjAGxgOYNN3bQhRIfg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/442
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=cr5erR4LPD5CzY1N8AR8j9o77Mz6nysR9YuSMHC9OIiiBpZN9xdReYBYlfx2hj/Pkw92LmIir54dQcIBzAk7tFGD3Psn2iJYy4cntg09U9mSWxfsjL3lyWPgXZY+xkcE+l4YkK2uqHBq4K+uNafxBA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/316
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=+xq7jZKrzwSYJ+V2owQNiUeuOgKfANcifcjXy1AqS5uOJoGSkdBygJsBnDT9J9n8cV+rgwTQcbUg2qRF0Pfzf9eg/yLp4vCgzYnzC3QMiJh9lchTfybdXJblu0IN68nECG67eWX8Yh8URD2UzffMRw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=D2i+Ju2fMUdvnC4oJW5uJFzjDkU1BKvXJeas+HL+btqaGLSC+EU8Caj2137LQGKqVEwdV9YXNPt+TCzX/cv2piegt8SumZM2RACh8eleEAphOg+A/YWe9KE++4eDhRjwO14/l3jBMkSLQthWk5CW8Q==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/323
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=RSyaZvqHZXpexwQuKBIIWn/rdiLejy2I2m0JNO0RkaWuwb/ldCYNk9PPC1sP/Gb+WMbmus6vxwGYpQmxJe7YrcPtIE7lx1Z5yojvQWDimX6TLShP2Q1KDf2Hg0CxD2BqdkAO8RBoAQxj21bBizkbyg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/327
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=iD+Vb6LFP3y3UGuewZOZ9AgXvXpkq8fKv3NMtZwZbzhC3WVs9wqNhTJfivxhqzqnypJJgwjdBYk4VJSRKdqsL+HyRnX4tqLEcgEFTTCmSGM+ngXzwOOQam1+NEse9Ax0DgvDLbRYD8WmUlxqkqtTcA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=zgDROcv3xzkunZaFNS4BD82xTLH40VJGB/gC9pn6p4xiMJzZSNUEqMLDHZFopuYKnHEv3aaE7qkCpU/JuzBP1m5Ix/hc1slu19cknEdVxNxPQmdDB3hbvvYrPrm9J5pJYa9MGRKiEEgoDbNS9exGKw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/454
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=mLWkCTU0oewqyF37gUBKncHuZgD/gQIos95GjfQChQurVYuvpwBT8Kgnb8aNIMMuxGi/sZoINHlOusqhnpvQziKxZP9PsEiXOcMbZmJ7y5btKETPcvvzod+X7vQNuT4jelQvAiroLCLk6NBlkGBhiw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/429
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AB 2002 Solache 

Local government assistance: 
Regional Early Action Planning 

Fund. 
04/28/2026 Support 

06/29/2026 - 
Senate Appr. Suspense 

File 

AB 2076 Lowenthal 

The Parent’s Accountability and 
Child Protection Act: online 
marketplaces: nitrous oxide. 

03/24/2026 Support 
08/03/2026 - 

Senate Appr. Suspense 
File 

AB 2194 Valencia Medi-Cal: special commissions. 06/23/2026 No Position 08/04/2026 - 
Senate Third Reading 

AB 2309 Bains CalFresh Protection Act. 04/14/2026 Support 
05/06/2026 - 

Assembly Appr. 
Suspense File 

AB 2320 Ta 

Multifamily Housing Program: 
Homekey: adaptive reuse. 12/16/2025 Sponsor 07/01/2026 - Dead 

AB 2373 Dixon 

The California Coastal Act: local 
coastal program: sea level rise 

plan: neighborhood-scale 
adaptation approach. 

04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

AB 2513 Petrie-Norris 

Wildfire: Regional Forest and 
Fire Capacity Program: local 
assistance grant program: 
regional landscape grants. 

03/24/2026 Support 06/23/2026 - 
Senate Appropriations 

AB 2562 Dixon 
Alcohol or other drug recovery 
and treatment programs and 
facilities: suicide prevention. 

04/14/2026 Support 
08/03/2026 - 

Senate Consent 
Calendar 

AB 2614 Dixon 
Public health: Body Brokering 
and Patient Referral Integrity 

Act. 
04/14/2026 Support 04/23/2026 - Dead 

SB 296 Archuleta Property taxation: exemption: 
disabled veteran homeowners. 03/25/2025 Support 

08/05/2026 - 
Assembly Appr. 
Suspense File 

SB 329 Blakespear 
Alcohol and drug recovery or 

treatment facilities: 
investigations. 

03/25/2025 Support 08/28/2025 - 2 Year 

SB 417 Limón The Veterans and Affordable 
Housing Bond Act of 2026. 04/28/2026 Support if 

Amended 06/25/2026 - Chaptered 

SB 577 Laird State Government. 08/25/2025 Support 09/11/2025 - 2 Year 

SB 758 Umberg Public health: nitrous oxide. 01/13/2026 Sponsor 
08/05/2026 - 

Assembly Appr. 
Suspense File 

SB 888 Seyarto 
Property taxation: disabled 

veterans’ exemption: household 
income. 

03/24/2026 Support 
08/05/2026 - 

Assembly Appr. 
Suspense File 

SB 893 Seyarto State parks: facilities pass: Gold 
Star Family members. 04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

SB 907 Archuleta 
Driving under the influence and 

other driving offenses: 
comprehensive reform. 

03/24/2026 Support 
08/05/2026 - 

Assembly Appr. 
Suspense File 

https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=bzLSgwrhkUAbYL4PbZeZ7oXfCq9zKZdsVFUwSjGihf0lbGjV6Wz3VFD+o0+HsgJqhDuVxgW1O1KNl4hSngoaink8IvoWaBuhZOInLn1dq6sRDu41LVoVDL/p/4d3oRQ98phzJD3qQl1g89iuPE8+Qw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/505
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=g5AcmpFUVJbGn93GejoXi3BaU1HXMssYbBtlpgpfYVo0s/ogbFoPhbjo0Vnl3Q8tUlRBGmsp9XCFRYbZoNZPZzzg/wrz4jtbDXhOE8sFA9330NGbipR+B+YMQI6kUTyK72tclcYyPIAhvcNWtkZIXA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/385
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=ze1Y3QWgs7pRXvdrQnFHggDnW5eRoto+zp4U5c0Wmy8uyn6c2xcur0Fl1JUmUv8OecBhuNRyD8y9ZY2qyqgndne0nO2AbCGPTbOyr0xEG7zGGMlxEi9oUDB9iSkiItgMQtiDcv21tvJEx2au539PMA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/327
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=XtkLtf6ncDPcYtlMgHSMmj1j3yO6zZWKQQZiiIg9lrMxNa097Rv9/HPWp5nRfQIZbuAQiAFk9Q/HKWgEs/sUhk4rAk2InGJjDyOWvnKyKAdA0qPBnAmqForSLgeO8PZ0DQQF7HCfDc+aHMiG2GILSw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/316
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=1RQEn+27kB+fnFcjh2OL2WxOnSDqrfuvDOTAmKJqEC8KlkAN/XdvHlttWTBuiXf20HrrLIXkdRBCefYx3qk/CChQ5FW8k6ZbB4glQc65qAViDsrWokw5LCfjZ4HfcocbZFh+dVQ5ixbWKvjZz5/GWg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/453
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=/vaNxO65zL4eDjUo8Y6sY8JSUvs4XFpDRev2Urd9LgZxkbdffcWJ9iuP0CiOOrxHVRQsg6cgM2JGt9/thn4qB3MWYPwbLq47nRE1sWnOjfiP0LAXFyELnMEq7fNkLvC3v6HqTChyp2HFuOSdSu6mtg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=gXTdxKTkezcUUMQYfg4MRPg70fs5pVBq46SLpKoZza6txsz219/Qbf56gHLql2V1QtCtf++Ais3dAbFS0+k9IhnRYpvCC67He1CexSvQj3DIx40yyR5Xd2dEwneM+cAAU2UXlTQH5NlX0711m14n8A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/454
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=VU8zQIRdnNvD/+0RkNCHejMwL92V2mztzeHCO6evlqtw48cNNW3n5VAsvN8pUFWROqUodO2uWc6O9mI8jEO+QBmUsOqMfhwkw1R3WyMtUky6iwRMQLLOsKjg7hFB+g9WU98xP6AcVasm4DJinGqWhw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=e6InpyfGUdt1CJIQnfMzi3GQmKNFgLC58aLOO8HHhVdW6qKDWSS3uk8kjx2RFMI1PnkiY5n3RcHSH8JxXkTRu9tD0GWcOcRLekusJ/Y8fN1UYhFaTYvEJxF3PjZfFUu3USAhqDbdYTBoPaDlgSeRGw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/386
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=RLmPFZx8ru91MNvlwvRKxe7rMIgqUn+OQyrjjNQ83OBIFNawUy9Rg7O9tN+qT73/ErjVByWxPwyBilDXI9Ti0OJo/oowVVg97ZQndPg/kI5StDWumGOcpdawNqUNuf75BQJO3rov1iS85DTiKov2MQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/491
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=KeKixoqdBIuD5u/hRJwb7DNwC/r22mXomKc3I1DeSU0KqxJiPeuvSowGXOmXgc6q7f8Wep2FJdbQy9t+7O2WN9uyaljOdB0j2DUNTqAXNKFNhfV7KKpaKFbS6z7uVyYJTQZc8WcVEavfXBW/dPb3FQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=Ltyf/f5425/KMIaGtA5mO65DIO1pv+I1dIEcuh5GMrGaWf/EoSQpgspEbJ9R0BUp0oTIWHMXyEtJJwQ8ABTN0x7Ro8+4I8yNe2HoKjR6WsqS1gYuW2BjQPPe6E4eXWIA1mIH3ojFOR2kk8zBcucTOQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/395
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=cDsVabCoaxk2P/Vstez51W39TceFIMzYyYuQvjFRVStt6FjwXhrBVnNTwl4kh/R8vErbyFdZvDFPHmy7QVvbdBavCgi4DApsnz2E3imXH2wKHoxj8V4aAL0JEEyvmt54B80+JNNyvM+LPqFp1zG5DA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/394
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=fOLc06qXU7fBdfCiMRMP6DUAjFcLBq7ofcR+fp9LVGVHliUEwcETOd4X5w89CrKl2dI0vo4o6NLes74n83tLbrA6WUxSfeqn9jFyzV5YmabCbEKlRfJZ656vVivJojtYwYLU4qBCIyEaaT661K1bvA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/427
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=7/8MV3tmUxHYjUE4FNmfzwot8hiSy77z2Z9hw7IM1fTcatWJNa1Tv1mDPP5Tp8cCyDEggaOqrkueP9HXcg9ZbKIP8f/NHVGteicOZZFkfI/EkhAWBQ86R4A+4agEuSqJQBV2m15uvVGuCF81iEroEQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/476
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=HORfSLavyD2YYjmAymBZ5BDLSUS0pXCxsqBDBiNDHSfOdZWxLPQAkWlR38nNXrcKq5059YZspF0jtUuCkDTFxilKqrBSFxoPXdqZ7xcS4q3vQTs0Ua3N2jvx5s6y1U5J1QruUDuQ9BN9yujvhBRlYg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/476
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=146Pe9J38UAxky935ZC4ms9cOJo6BApzhrlv5zYJ2kzDNU489zfDB60Mzyz60NwF7pkkGMQrTO0guETYHKIb9+BaaOAlxfK0t4hvjIQw0sUjeXKL/mCfh3CdczfnkTRyMtU5RkzyvX2fZxL2la6mIQ==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/491
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SB 936 Blakespear Nitrous oxide: sales. 12/16/2025 Sponsor 
08/05/2026 - 

Assembly Appr. 
Suspense File 

SB 1040 Choi 
Veterans Cemetery 

Maintenance-Endowment Match 
Act. 

04/14/2026 Support 05/14/2026 - Dead 

SB 1167 Blakespear Vehicles: electric bicycles. 04/28/2026 Support 
08/05/2026 - 

Assembly Appr. 
Suspense File 

SB 1310 Choi Voter registration: prospective 
jurors. 12/16/2025 Sponsor 04/23/2026 - Dead 

SB 1314 Menjivar 
Cigarette or tobacco product 
retailers: new retail locations 

and sale of nitrous oxide. 
03/24/2026 Support 

08/05/2026 - 
Assembly Appr. 
Suspense File 

 
 
 
Federal Legislation     As of Thursday, August 6, 2026 

 

Measure Author Topic Date of Board 
Action 

Board 
Position Status 

H.R. 965 Sherman Housing Unhoused Disabled 
Veterans Act 05/20/2025 Support 

Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 

H.R. 1012 Levin Spent Fuel Prioritization Act of 
2025 05/20/2025 Support House Committee on 

Energy and Commerce 

H.R. 2483 Guthrie 
SUPPORT for Patients and 

Communities Reauthorization 
Act of 2025 

06/24/2025 Support Became Law 

H.R. 5462 Goldman The Michelle Alyssa Go Act 03/24/2026 Support House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce 

H.R. 8023  Sanchez  The Child Care Supply Tax 
Credit Act.  

05/19/2026  Support  House Committee on 
Ways and Means  

S. 1462 Curtis Fix Our Forests Act 09/23/2025 Support 
Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, 

and Forestry 

S. 2212 Padilla 

Visible Identification Standards 
for Immigration-Based Law 

Enforcement (VISIBLE) Act of 
2025 

08/26/2025 Support Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary 

 

Highlighted sections symbolize a status change.   

https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=lF9AoCMf6GN0iwYNn8O3dwKN3VYOWSOMgwYyysCvONe9us7AlJz66RAAOLKs+i3HUD9F0Yg4FyNRzhV5+A4jHvX9M1izotaj3uiY/hb493bD9QXmYB4wq7zPdF0otuBXQ5pO4KSarJfKYHNY5Tlmmw==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=7ZmpCACEhS4Rcze+ZBkAsbjchF7comsZ6emW/7mFWhVS4TfYtj7Sl7WLDHCsAL3CLW83Dv8UG8KqLjWlf+0R6NchXp65d7YS/Ewwfni66ixSMPH+umaS5UjKAdREmIiC4U91ZIYgWtS59VCrKZW2hg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/461
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=8XwoRHjzpk9EjWgBq2mbVEkvcsfKJsCLwAuVk64g6EruEtmLBRJQeNxd8V/5PBVYmvQP7lr+bbx23J8MN5pLzANMIuY8NLlmx9nND8vjDTGbwijPLakB4D6Hq7unk2yvyFQ+oPUPSHUOETTzNy887A==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/342
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=T2gU+kLaIUhb6M2hbgIJd8Zt6TbL1IqSz2qAkWnZtR7GzG2ygEmIfFOZ8ck/FLO57Gi8/sRgmmNePSiWWT7m0KfQ45oA/CVaGO4aMl+L8N7m7Z98HpfpKWk1c9uoK+nAHhCJOHjqAvAHPx4/K+2Gcg==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/461
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/public/25/report/bill?id=JGY2Vv/ewb4rl+osDWFrOnIiB4eNK2Y/bnBXlviPVHu3tHUbk9ZWnxwGJKI5tlpZtabfTMTCeKHwIWh75Ceuli2tx+suKC221/dx1pMGbw6yANoDHZCpvNQZaxUU18aKHYTZDjUkvgglvaRze9wWHA==
https://ct35.capitoltrack.com/25/Member/Index/423
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2. Sacramento Legislative Report  
 
Prepared by Precision Advocacy Group LLC 
 
With the legislature back in Sacramento following its summer recess, lawmakers have entered the 
final and most compressed month of the 2025-26 legislative session. This update summarizes the 
remaining deadlines, the major budget and policy negotiations likely to dominate August, the latest 
state revenue information, and other developments with potential fiscal or operational implications for 
Orange County. 
 
The pace is expected to accelerate quickly. The Assembly and Senate Appropriations Committees 
will decide the fate of hundreds of bills at their August 13 suspense file hearings and the legislature 
must complete its work by August 31. The closing weeks also are likely to bring late amendments, 
budget trailer bills, and major proposals inserted into existing legislative vehicles with limited time for 
review. 
 
The principal remaining deadlines are: 
 

● August 13 - Assembly and Senate Appropriations Committees are scheduled to take up their 
suspense files and determine which fiscal bills may continue through the legislative process. 

● August 14 - Last day for fiscal committees to meet and report bills to the floors. 
● August 17 through August 31 - Floor-session period. Policy committee hearings are generally 

prohibited, although leadership may grant rule waivers for priority or fast-moving measures. 
● August 21 - Last day to amend bills on the floors under the regular calendar. 
● August 27 - Last day to remove a bill from the Inactive File and return it to the second- or third-

reading file. 
● August 28 - Practical deadline for amendments subject to the Constitution's 72-hour in-print 

requirement. 
● August 31 - Last day to pass bills; final recess begins upon adjournment. 
● September 30 - Deadline for the governor to sign or veto bills passed before the legislature 

adjourns. 
 
The major end-of-session themes include wildfire liability and insurance, allocation of climate and 
Proposition 4 funding, health and human services trailer bills, artificial intelligence and workplace 
technology, disaster rebuilding, competition policy, and a series of public employer labor measures. 
Because several major proposals are not yet in print, the substance and vehicle for some of the most 
consequential negotiations may not become clear until late in the month. 
 
Unresolved Budget and Policy Negotiations 
 
Climate Funding and Proposition 4. The June budget agreement did not resolve how the state will 
allocate major portions of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund or the voter-approved Proposition 4 
climate bond. The carbon market was previously estimated to generate approximately $4 billion 
annually, but new program rules could reduce available revenue by roughly half. That uncertainty has 
intensified competition among programs and contributed to disagreement between the legislature and 
the administration. 
 
Legislative leaders have already agreed to direct $115 million toward administration-backed electric 
vehicle incentives and $1.25 billion to support the CAL FIRE budget. Still unresolved are funding 
levels for high-speed rail, safe drinking water, affordable housing, transit, renewable energy, and 
other climate programs. Proposition 4 bond allocations also remain under negotiation. For Orange 
County, the final package could affect the availability of statewide resources for wildfire resilience, 
water quality, transportation, housing, coastal protection, and other local infrastructure priorities. 
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Wildfire Liability and Insurance. The governor and legislative leaders are discussing a potential 
package addressing wildfire recovery, utility liability, insurance affordability, and the FAIR Plan. No bill 
text or final legislative vehicle has been made public at this time. Fire survivors and consumer 
advocates have expressed concern that a proposal could limit compensation for pain and suffering, 
restrict insurers' ability to recover wildfire costs from utilities or other responsible corporations, or cap 
attorneys' fees. Other reporting indicates that the negotiations could also change how victims recover 
losses and how FAIR Plan costs are allocated. 
 
The issue is particularly important for counties with significant wildfire exposure and communities 
facing reduced insurance availability. Any late-session package could affect homeowners, utilities, 
insurers, recovery financing, and the distribution of catastrophic-loss costs. Orange County will need 
to evaluate the final language once a proposal is in print, particularly if it impacts local emergency 
response, land use, rebuilding, or residents' access to insurance and compensation. 
 
State Budget and Revenue Outlook 
  
The governor has signed the principal budget and trailer bills approved before the summer recess, 
but the 2026-27 budget is not fully settled. Important policy and spending decisions remain pending, 
including health trailer bills involving In-Home Supportive Services and potential county funding for 
individuals who lose health coverage, as well as unresolved climate and education items. 
 
Indigent Care Bridge Funding: Statewide County Association Proposal. The final 2026 Budget 
Act included investments to address some H.R. 1-related Medi-Cal eligibility and administrative 
workload but did not provide funding for county indigent care programs serving individuals who lose 
coverage. Counties remain responsible under state law for providing indigent health care to eligible 
residents, even though many county programs were reduced or discontinued following 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act and the redirection of county health realignment funding to 
the state. The timing and scale of need remain uncertain because the new H.R. 1 community 
engagement requirements may cause individuals to lose coverage either because they do not meet 
the requirements or because compliance cannot be verified. 
 
CSAC and allied county health and human services organizations are seeking $100 million in one-
time bridge funding through August budget action. The funding would initially focus on the 12 public 
hospital counties and 11 Article 13 counties, including Orange County, that are expected to face the 
most immediate pressure to restart or expand indigent care services. The proposal treats the funding 
as an interim investment while counties and the state develop a clearer understanding of enrollment 
losses, service demand, and future costs. Counties participating in the County Medical Services 
Program would defer a similar state funding request for one year because that program currently has 
an available fund balance. 
 
The coalition also is requesting changes to the existing AB 85 health realignment framework. The 
proposal would allow formula counties to make redirected funding percentages permanent only at the 
county's discretion and would establish a process to restart annual determinations when fiscal 
circumstances materially change. It also seeks to restore accurate statutory references for petitioning 
the Health Care Funding Resolution Committee, giving counties an avenue to change their redirection 
methodology as H.R. 1 alters local indigent care responsibilities. 
 
One-time state support could help the County prepare for increased demand from residents who are 
disenrolled from Medi-Cal while meeting its state-mandated indigent care obligation. The proposal 
would not resolve the longer-term fiscal exposure, making future state funding, federal 
implementation guidance, and flexibility under the AB 85 redirection process important issues for the 
County. 
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June Revenues. General Fund revenues were $665 million above the 2026 Budget Act forecast for 
June and $828 million above forecast for the full 2025-26 fiscal year. The June monthly result 
reflected corporation tax receipts that were $896 million above forecast, sales and use tax receipts 
that were $129 million above forecast, and personal income tax receipts that were $107 million above 
forecast, partially offset by lower other revenue. 
 
For the full fiscal year, corporation tax receipts were $920 million above forecast, sales and use tax 
receipts were $410 million above forecast, and personal income tax receipts were $381 million above 
forecast. Personal income tax withholding was $1.255 billion above forecast, largely because of a 
strong May. Estimated and final payments also exceeded projections, while other payments were 
lower and refunds were higher than anticipated. 
 
The corporation tax overage was driven in substantial part by Pass-Through Entity Elective Tax 
payments that were $546 million above forecast. Those payments increase corporation tax revenue in 
the near term but are generally offset later by credits against the personal income tax, making much 
of the timing benefit neutral over time. 
 
The revenue results are modestly positive but do not materially change the state's structural budget 
challenges. The final budget already incorporated stronger revenues than the May Revision, and a 
portion of the corporation tax gain reflects timing rather than new ongoing resources. The results may 
reduce near-term downside risk, but they do not provide a reliable basis for assuming expanded local 
assistance. Pending trailer bills remain important because they could change county funding, 
administrative obligations, or service responsibilities after the main budget has already been enacted. 
 
Little Hoover Commission Highlights IBHS Findings on Wildfire Mitigation 
 
California’s Little Hoover Commission recently highlighted research conducted by the Research at the 
Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety (IBHS) that supports a central finding in the 
Commission’s report, Building a Stronger Home Insurance Market for California – reducing wildfire 
risk is essential to creating a more stable and affordable homeowners insurance market. The 
Commission recommended expanding programs that help homeowners harden their homes against 
wildfire, requiring insurers to recognize mitigation efforts, and establishing consistent, evidence-based 
standards that reduce fire risk. These findings are particularly relevant to Orange County 
homeowners, including residents of wildfire-prone communities who may face increasing premiums, 
nonrenewals, or difficulty obtaining coverage. 
 
The IBHS research was also featured in a New York Times article examining wildfire science. 
Through controlled experiments, IBHS researchers are testing which improvements to defensible 
space, building materials, and spacing between structures are most effective in preventing the rapid 
spread of wildfires through neighborhoods. The research team has burned down more than 14 test 
homes equipped with extensive sensors and monitoring equipment to measure how different 
materials, conditions, and mitigation strategies affect fire behavior. 
 
Insurance companies, which provide much of the funding for the research, have a strong interest in 
identifying the home-hardening measures that most effectively reduce wildfire losses. California 
requires insurers to offer discounts when homeowners make their properties more fire-resistant. 
However, some of the greatest potential savings may come from meeting a comprehensive set of 
standards, such as those required for certification under the IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home program, 
rather than completing individual improvements. CSAA Insurance Group, California’s fifth-largest 
insurer, now guarantees coverage to homeowners who obtain the certification. 
 
As California seeks to attract insurance companies back to the market, the IBHS research provides 
policymakers with actionable, evidence-based information about how communities can prevent the 
widespread destruction of neighborhoods and reduce insurers’ exposure to catastrophic losses. The 

https://dof.ca.gov/media/docs/forecasting/economics/economic-and-revenue-updates/Finance-Bulletin-July-2026.pdf
https://lhc.ca.gov/report/homeowners-insurance/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/07/16/climate/wildfire-researchers-south-carolina-house-burning.html
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findings may also help Orange County homeowners and local officials better prioritize investments in 
defensible space, structure hardening, vegetation management, and neighborhood-level wildfire 
preparedness.  
 
The research is also relevant to the continued debate around the proposed Zone 0 regulations for 
residences. AB 3074 (2020) established a requirement for an ember-resistant zone within five feet of 
structures, and Executive Order N-18-25, issued in February 2025, directed the Board of Forestry to 
complete and adopt final Zone 0 regulations by December 31, 2025. That deadline has passed, and 
final regulations have yet to be adopted.  
 
The IBHS findings reinforce the Little Hoover Commission’s recommendation that California more 
effectively incentivize and recognize wildfire mitigation. The Commission’s report offers 11 
recommendations to help stabilize California’s home insurance market, including greater 
transparency in catastrophe modeling, stronger recognition of property- and community-level 
mitigation in insurance underwriting, and expanded assistance for homeowners seeking to make their 
properties more resilient to wildfire.  
 
IBHS President Roy Wright emphasized that mitigation cannot eliminate wildfire risk entirely. Rather, 
the objective is to reduce the risk to a level where a wildfire no longer produces catastrophic losses. 
For Orange County, the research underscores the importance of ensuring that homeowners receive 
clear guidance, meaningful insurance benefits, and financial support when they invest in proven 
wildfire mitigation measures.  
 
Upcoming Hearings 
 

● Agendas are typically posted on the committee websites in the Assembly and Senate a few 
days prior to the hearings. 

● To watch live: Assembly/Senate 
● To view hearings after they take place, you may access them in the Assembly or Senate 

media archives where they are generally available within a few hours of committee 
adjournment. 

 
Monday, August 10, 2026, 11:00 a.m.  
Assembly Joint Hearing Select Committee on Cybersecurity and Privacy and Consumer 
Protection  
State Capitol, Room 447 
Informational Hearing: How Frontier Artificial Intelligence is Reshaping the Cybersecurity Landscape, 
and the Implications for Critical Infrastructure, Consumer Protection, and Preparedness 
 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026, 1:30 p.m.  
Assembly Joint Hearing Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials and Senate 
Environmental Quality  
1021 O Street, Room 1100  
Oversight Hearing: Putting Public Protection First: Is California's Pesticide Program Achieving its 
Purpose 
 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026, 2:00 p.m.  
Assembly Housing and Community Development  
State Capitol, Room 444  
Oversight Hearing: Outcomes Review of AB 519 (Schiavo), Chapter 742, Statutes of 2023 - 
Affordable Housing Finance Workgroup: affordable housing: consolidated application and coordinated 
review process. 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026, 9:00 a.m.  

https://bof.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-and-2
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB3074
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/committees
https://www.senate.ca.gov/committees
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/
https://www.senate.ca.gov/calendar
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/media-archive
https://www.senate.ca.gov/media-archive
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Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 2 on Resources, Environmental 
Protection and Energy  
1021 O Street, Room 2200  
All Departments - Open Issues 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026, 9:30 a.m.  
Senate Budget And Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 3 on Health and Human Services  
1021 O Street, Room 1200  
All Departments - Open Issues 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026, 9:30 a.m.  
Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 4 on State Administration and General 
Government  
State Capitol, Room 113  
All Departments - Open Issues 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026, 9:30 a.m.  
Senate Budget And Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 5 on Corrections, Public Safety, 
Judiciary, Labor and Transportation  
1021 O Street, Room 2100  
All Departments - Open Issues 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026, 1:00 p.m.  
Assembly Select Committee on Downtown Recovery  
State Capitol, Room 447 
Informational Hearing: Downtown Recovery and the Future of Public Transit 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026, 2:00 p.m.  
Senate Transportation Subcommittee on Lossan Rail Corridor Resiliency  
1021 O Street, Room 1200  
Informational Hearing: The Senate Bill 1098 Report: Reviewing Findings and Recommendations 
 
Grant Opportunities 
 
Below is a list of the latest grant opportunities released by the state. All opportunities for local 
jurisdictions may be found here. 
 
Expected Award Announcement: May 2027 
Title: California Community Reinvestment Grants Program 
State Agency / Department: Department of Pesticide Regulation 
Match Funding? No 
Estimated Total Funding: $48,000,000 
Funding Method: Advances and Reimbursement(s) 
 
Application Deadline: 10/20/26 17:00 
Title: Quantum FAST Challenge 
State Agency / Department: Governor's Office of Business and Economic Development 
Match Funding? No 
Estimated Total Funding: $2,700,000 
Funding Method: Reimbursement(s) 
 
Governor’s Press Releases 
 
Below is a list of the governor’s press releases beginning July 29.  

https://www.grants.ca.gov/?s=&applicant_type_search%5B%5D=public-agency&grant_categories_search%5B%5D=any&timeframe_search%5B%5D=any
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/california-community-reinvestment-grants-program-7/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/agencies/dept-of-pesticide-regulation/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/quantum-fast-challenge/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/agencies/governors-office-of-business-economic-development/
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August 5: California’s tax agency cracks down on $168 million in illicit cannabis, tobacco 
August 4: Governor Newsom secures federal assistance to support response to Gann Fire in 
Calaveras County 
August 4: Governor Newsom announces appointments 8.4.2026 

• Luis Garnica, of Sacramento, has been appointed Warden of Mule Creek State Prison at the 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

• Jolie Poper, of Sacramento, has been appointed Chief Deputy General Counsel of the 
Enterprise Division in the Office of Legal Affairs at the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation 

• Joseph Cannata, of San Francisco, has been appointed to the Tahoe Regional Planning 
Agency Governing Board 

• Vincent Hoenigman, of San Francisco, has been reappointed to the Tahoe Regional Planning 
Agency Governing Board 

• Natalie Arroyo, of Eureka, has been reappointed to the Klamath River Renewal Corporation 
Board of Directors 

August 4: Governor Newsom invites President Trump to deliver overdue wildfire recovery funding 
during Los Angeles visit 
August 4: Governor Newsom announced the deployment of additional firefighting resources and 
specialized personnel to Washington and Oregon 
July 31: California launches next phase of state cybersecurity plan as AI changes threat landscape  
July 31: California mobilizes to protect communities as summer heat builds across the West 
July 31: Governor Newsom announces California will raise statewide minimum wage 
July 29: Governor Newsom deploys elite wildfire team to Washington State as western fires surge 
 
  

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/08/05/californias-tax-agency-cracks-down-on-168-million-in-illicit-cannabis-tobacco/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/08/04/governor-newsom-secures-federal-assistance-to-support-response-to-gann-fire-in-calaveras-county/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/08/04/governor-newsom-secures-federal-assistance-to-support-response-to-gann-fire-in-calaveras-county/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/08/04/governor-newsom-announces-appointments-8-4-2026/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/08/04/governor-newsom-invites-president-trump-to-deliver-overdue-wildfire-recovery-funding-during-los-angeles-visit/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/08/04/governor-newsom-invites-president-trump-to-deliver-overdue-wildfire-recovery-funding-during-los-angeles-visit/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/08/04/governor-newsom-announced-the-deployment-of-additional-firefighting-resources-and-specialized-personnel-to-washington-and-oregon/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/08/04/governor-newsom-announced-the-deployment-of-additional-firefighting-resources-and-specialized-personnel-to-washington-and-oregon/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/07/31/california-launches-next-phase-of-state-cybersecurity-plan-as-ai-changes-threat-landscape/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/07/31/california-mobilizes-to-protect-communities-as-summer-heat-builds-across-the-west/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/07/31/governor-newsom-announces-california-will-raise-statewide-minimum-wage/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2026/07/29/governor-newsom-deploys-elite-wildfire-team-to-washington-state-as-western-fires-surge/
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3. Washington D.C. Legislative Report  

 
Prepared by Townsend Public Affairs 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH ACTIVITY 

With the House on Recess, the Senate Tries to Advance a Number of Issues, Including CR 
Extending Government Funding 

In the final week before the Senate adjourns for August recess, they tried to advance a number of 
measures from the nomination of the President’s pick for Attorney General to a Continuing Resolution 
(CR), extending the government funding (appropriations) deadline from September 30 to December 11.  

The bipartisan compromise CR, released on August 2, would also extend the 2021 Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), the Surface Transportation Reauthorization Act expiring at the end of 
the fiscal year. It would also delay implementation of the White House Office of Management and 
Budget’s (OMB) Proposed Rule giving the Administration significantly more control over the federal 
grantmaking process and introducing new conditions on federal grants. Importantly, CRs do not contain 
Congressional earmarks, also known as Community Project Funding (CPF) and Congressionally 
Directed Spending (CDS) requests.  

The CR was added to HR 6500 in the Senate as an amendment, and Senate Majority Leader John 
Thune began the procedure to bring the bill for a final floor vote on August 3. Majority Leader Thune is 
also attempting to juggle a Russian sanctions bill, nominations, and the of release an amended budget 
resolution to provide additional funding for the conflict in Iran, farm subsidies, and election security 
measures. Early reporting indicates Republican Senators are contemplating expanding the number of 
committees involved in the reconciliation process from four to eleven, potentially complicating efforts to 
pass the bill ahead of the midterm elections.  

The start of August recess is likely to signify the end of new legislative efforts in the 119th Congress, as 
members will return only for September and then adjourn for all of October to campaign ahead of the 
November midterms. September’s calendar will likely be dominated by the efforts to advance the third 
reconciliation package alongside work on the full-year appropriations process, Surface Transportation 
Reauthorization, the Water Resources Development Act, a Farm Bill, and the National Defense 
Authorization Act.  

Senate Agriculture Committee To Markup Farm Bill, Democrats to Oppose Despite SNAP 
Changes 

On August 6, the Senate Committee on Agriculture held a business meeting to consider a proposed 
compromise Farm Bill, covering agriculture subsidies and food assistance programs for five years. 
Congress last passed a complete Farm Bill in 2018, and has used extensions since 2023.  

The compromise bill makes revisions to HR 1, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act’s (OBBBA) new cost-
sharing arrangements for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), pushing 
implementation of the administrative cost sharing arrangement one year in exchange for a higher local 
share, up to 20%, in states with payment error rates in excess of 10%. While initially thought to be a 
sufficient compromise, Democrats still expressed opposition to the plan, arguing against the higher 
penalties and asking for a two-year delay.  

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/bill-text-continuing-appropriations-and-extensions-act-2027
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/05/29/2026-10817/regulation-for-federal-financial-assistance
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6500
https://news.bgov.com/bloomberg-government-news/prospects-dim-for-new-gop-voting-war-framework-before-recess
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/business-meeting-08-06-2026
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/download/07/31/2026/s___-agricultural-act-of-2026pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1/text
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2026/08/03/congress/house-ag-chair-pleased-with-senate-farm-bill-01023141
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Ultimately, the bill is subject to the filibuster in the Senate and will require 60 votes to pass out of the 
chamber, where it will need to again pass the House. The House passed their version, HR 7567 on 
April 30, though it lacked any Democratic support.  

Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs to Consider ZIP Code 
Legislation Affecting North Tustin 

The Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs (HSGAC) considered S 4505 
among other bills during a business meeting on August 6. The bill would require the US Postal Service 
(USPS) to designate new ZIP codes for specified jurisdictions limited to the geographic borders of those 
jurisdictions and included North Tustin on the list. 

In Orange County, North Tustin residents share a ZIP code with a portion of Santa Ana, and are 
considered as Santa Ana residents for tax purposes under Measure X, which raised taxes. However, 
North Tustin residents were not afforded the opportunity to vote on Measure X as North Tustin is an 
unincorporated part of the County, and not part of Santa Ana. The bill would require the USPS to limit 
North Tustin’s ZIP codes to its geographic boundaries, and therefore lower the sales tax in the area 
back to the level set by the County and its voters.  

Once advancing out of committee, it will need to be voted on by the full Senate and considered in the 
House, which produced companion legislation earlier in the year, that was amended by the Senate to 
include more jurisdictions. If brought for a vote in either chamber, it is expected to pass.  

EXECUTIVE BRANCH ACTIVITY 

Appeals Court Rules on Federal Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 

On August 4, an Appeals Court ruled against the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) March 2025 
attempt to cancel $20 billion in funding for the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF), created by 
the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act. The GGRF provided loans to banks to make investments in low or 
zero emissions industrial and energy infrastructure projects.  

While the GGRF had its remaining funding rescinded by HR 1, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) 
effective July of 2025, plaintiffs are challenging the recission of funding ahead of that date, arguing that 
the EPA improperly withheld funding until it was rescinded. A previous court order from a federal district 
judge had enjoined both the banks transferring the funding and the EPA from taking further action.  

The new order was delayed for a few days to allow the EPA to appeal to the Supreme Court, leaving 
the final impact of the order unclear.   
 

Orange County Delegation Press Releases 

• Rep. Mike Levin – July 30, 2026: Rep. Mike Levin Honors Encinitas Resident Michaelle 
Jinnette as July 2026 Constituent of the Month | U.S. Congressman Mike Levin 

• Rep. Young Kim – August 2, 2026: East Asia and Pacific Chair Young Kim Leads 
Delegation to South Korea, Japan, and Taiwan to Reaffirm America’s Indo-Pacific 
Alliances - Congresswoman Young Kim  

• Rep. Dave Min – July 31, 2026: Reps. Min, Lawler, Huffman and Fitzpatrick Call for 
Stronger Federal E-Bike and E-Moto Safety Standards | Representative Dave Min 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7567/all-actions
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/4505/text
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026-08-06-BUSINESS-MEETING-REVISED.pdf
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.cadc.41951/gov.uscourts.cadc.41951.01208875417.0.pdf
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/5190696-epa-terminates-20-billion-green-bank/
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1/text#d3245e14084
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.dcd.278196/gov.uscourts.dcd.278196.29.0_2.pdf
https://levin.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-mike-levin-honors-encinitas-resident-michaelle-jinnette-as-july-2026-constituent-of-the-month
https://levin.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-mike-levin-honors-encinitas-resident-michaelle-jinnette-as-july-2026-constituent-of-the-month
https://youngkim.house.gov/2026/08/02/east-asia-and-pacific-chair-young-kim-leads-delegation-to-south-korea-japan-and-taiwan-to-reaffirm-americas-indo-pacific-alliances/
https://youngkim.house.gov/2026/08/02/east-asia-and-pacific-chair-young-kim-leads-delegation-to-south-korea-japan-and-taiwan-to-reaffirm-americas-indo-pacific-alliances/
https://youngkim.house.gov/2026/08/02/east-asia-and-pacific-chair-young-kim-leads-delegation-to-south-korea-japan-and-taiwan-to-reaffirm-americas-indo-pacific-alliances/
https://min.house.gov/media/press-releases/reps-min-lawler-huffman-and-fitzpatrick-call-stronger-federal-e-bike-and-e
https://min.house.gov/media/press-releases/reps-min-lawler-huffman-and-fitzpatrick-call-stronger-federal-e-bike-and-e
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• Rep. Derek Tran – August 5, 2026: Representatives Tran, Bera and Carbajal Lead 65 
Members Urging Secretary Rubio to Address Dual-Use Restrictions Impeding 
Humanitarian Aid to Gaza | Representative Derek Tran 

• Rep. Derek Tran – August 3, 2026: Representatives Tran, Lee Urge Senator Schumer to 
Remove Unnecessary Voter ID Requirements from the Stop Insider Trading Act | 
Representative Derek Tran 

• Sen. Alex Padilla – August 4, 2026: WATCH: Padilla: “Todd Blanche Is Not Fit” to Serve 
as Attorney General - Senator Alex Padilla 

• Sen. Alex Padilla – August 4, 2026: Padilla Introduces Legislation to Ban Trump from 
Selling Inside Access to his Presidential Announcements - Senator Alex Padilla 

• Sen. Alex Padilla – August 3, 2026: Padilla, Warner, Colleagues Press DOJ on Fair and 
Legal Deployment of Election Monitors During Midterms - Senator Alex Padilla 

• Sen. Alex Padilla – July 31, 2026: Padilla, Schatz Introduce Legislation to Provide Paid 
Family, Medical Leave for Federal Employees - Senator Alex Padilla 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 5, 2026: NEWS: Sen. Schiff, Colleagues Demand Trump 
Administration Drop Plans to Roll Back Commonsense ATF Rule Regulating Device 
Used in Major Mass Shootings 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 5, 2026: NEWS: Schiff, Gillibrand, and Colleagues Press 
Trump Administration on Chaotic, Opaque Oversight of New Artificial Intelligence 
Models 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 5, 2026: NEWS: Sens. Schiff, Padilla Join Van Hollen and 18 
Colleagues in Urging Trump Administration to Use Leverage to Prevent Further 
Atrocities in Sudan 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 5, 2026: NEWS: Sen. Schiff Leads 25 Colleagues in Push to 
EPA to Drop Effort to Weaken Health Protections for Millions of Americans 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 4, 2026: NEWS: Sens. Schiff & Daines Introduce Legislation 
to Reduce Conflicts Between Humans and Wildlife in American Outdoors 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 4, 2026: NEWS: Sen. Schiff Urges President Trump to 
Reverse Destructive Cuts to Science and Research Funding 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 4, 2026: WATCH: Before Committee Vote, Sen. Schiff Lays 
Out Reasons Todd Blanche is Unfit to Serve as Attorney General 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 3, 2026: NEWS: Sen. Schiff Joins Leader Schumer, 
Democrats on Legislation to End Unprecedented Presidential Corruption, Stop “Pay-
To-Play” Pardons 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 3, 2026: NEWS: Sens. Schiff, Padilla, Democratic Senators 
Demand CFTC Rein in Wildfire Bets on Prediction Markets 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 3, 2026: NEWS: Sens. Schiff, Whitehouse Introduce Measure 
to Strike Down Trump’s Gutting of Endangered Species Act 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – August 3, 2026: NEWS: Sen. Schiff. Joins Reps. Garamendi, 
Gallagher, and Sen. Sheehy to Introduce the American Food for American Schools 
Act 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – July 31, 2026: WATCH: Sen. Schiff Breaks Down Troubled Todd 
Blanche Nomination, Slams Trump’s Self-Dealings on MS NOW and CNN  

https://tran.house.gov/media/press-releases/representatives-tran-bera-and-carbajal-lead-65-members-urging-secretary-rubio
https://tran.house.gov/media/press-releases/representatives-tran-bera-and-carbajal-lead-65-members-urging-secretary-rubio
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https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-warner-colleagues-press-doj-on-fair-and-legal-deployment-of-election-monitors-during-midterms/
https://www.padilla.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/padilla-warner-colleagues-press-doj-on-fair-and-legal-deployment-of-election-monitors-during-midterms/
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https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/watch-before-committee-vote-sen-schiff-lays-out-reasons-todd-blanche-is-unfit-to-serve-as-attorney-general/
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https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/watch-sen-schiff-breaks-down-troubled-todd-blanche-nomination-slams-trumps-self-dealings-on-ms-now-and-cnn/
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• Sen. Adam Schiff – July 31, 2026: NEWS: Sen. Schiff Joins Blumenthal, Warren to Raise 
Concerns about Trump Admin Directing Billions in Taxpayer Dollars Toward Critical 
Mining Companies Linked to Trump and Lutnick Families 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – July 31, 2026: NEWS: Sens. Schiff, Padilla Join Heinrich, Murray & 
Colleagues in Demanding Trump Administration Restore Funding for Energy Projects 
That Were Illegally Canceled and Politically Targeted 

• Sen. Adam Schiff – July 30, 2026: NEWS: Sen. Schiff, Colleagues to Promote 
Sustainability and Protect Consumers Through Standardized Tracking and 
Accountability for Recycled Plastic Claims 
 

Legislation Introduced by the Orange County Delegation 
Bill 
Number       

Bill Title       Introduction 
Date       

Sponsor      Bill Description       Latest Major 
Action       

S.5234 No Short Title 
Available 

08/04/26 Sen. Adam 
Schiff (D-CA) 

A bill to amend the 
Act of March 2, 
1931, to establish a 
Human-Wildlife 
Conflict Reduction 
Program, and for 
other purposes. 

Read twice and 
referred to the 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works., 
08/04/26 

S.J.RES.204 No Short Title 
Available 

08/03/26 Sen. Adam 
Schiff (D-CA) 

A joint resolution 
providing for 
congressional 
disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, 
of the rule 
submitted by the 
United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service 
and the National 
Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administration 
relating to 
"Rescinding the 
Definition of 'Harm' 
Under the 
Endangered 
Species Act". 

Read twice and 
referred to the 
Committee on 
Environment and 
Public Works., 
08/03/26 

S.5182 Tracking 
Plastic Act 

07/30/26 Sen. Adam 
Schiff (D-CA) 

A bill to establish a 
Federal working 
group for recycled 
plastic content 
traceability, and for 
other purposes. 

Read twice and 
referred to the 
Committee on 
Commerce, 
Science, and 

https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-sen-schiff-joins-blumenthal-warren-to-raise-concerns-about-trump-admin-directing-billions-in-taxpayer-dollars-toward-critical-mining-companies-linked-to-trump-and-lutnick-families/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-sen-schiff-joins-blumenthal-warren-to-raise-concerns-about-trump-admin-directing-billions-in-taxpayer-dollars-toward-critical-mining-companies-linked-to-trump-and-lutnick-families/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-sen-schiff-joins-blumenthal-warren-to-raise-concerns-about-trump-admin-directing-billions-in-taxpayer-dollars-toward-critical-mining-companies-linked-to-trump-and-lutnick-families/
https://www.schiff.senate.gov/news/press-releases/news-sens-schiff-padilla-join-heinrich-murray-colleagues-in-demanding-trump-administration-restore-funding-for-energy-projects-that-were-illegally-canceled-and-politically-targeted/
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Transportation., 
07/30/26 

S.RES.822 No Short Title 
Available 

07/30/26 Sen. Alex 
Padilla (D-
CA) 

A resolution 
designating July 
2026 as "American 
Grown Flower and 
Foliage Month". 

Submitted in the 
Senate, 
considered, and 
agreed to without 
amendment and 
with a preamble by 
Unanimous 
Consent. 
(consideration: CR 
S4365; text: CR 
S4391-4392), 
07/30/26 

S.RES.823 No Short Title 
Available 

07/30/26 Sen. Alex 
Padilla (D-
CA) 

A resolution 
designating the 
week of August 2 
through August 8, 
2026, as "National 
Farmers Market 
Week". 

Submitted in the 
Senate, 
considered, and 
agreed to without 
amendment and 
with a preamble by 
Unanimous 
Consent. 
(consideration: CR 
S4365; text: CR 
S4392), 07/30/26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or your staff have any questions or require additional information on any of the items 
in this bulletin, please contact Charles Dulac at 714-834-3141. 
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