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ENTRY PERMIT AGREEMENT 
 

THIS ENTRY PERMIT AGREEMENT (“Permit”) is made and effective as of     
 , 202_, (“Effective Date”) by and between the LAGUNA CANYON FOUNDATION, a 
California non-profit (hereinafter referred to as “Permittee”) and the COUNTY OF ORANGE, a political 
subdivision of the State of California (hereinafter referred to as “County”).  Permittee and County may 
sometimes hereinafter be individually referred to as “Party” or jointly as “Parties.” 
 

RECITALS 
 

A. Permittee and the California Wildlife Conservation Board (“WCB”) are parties to that certain 
Implementation Grant Agreement dated ___________, 2026, whereby WCB has agreed to fund 
the Project and Permittee has agreed to provide the Project Activities (“Grant Agreement”).  All 
defined terms used herein are from the Grant Agreement, unless otherwise specified and defined 
herein, and this Permit shall incorporate those definitions. A copy of the Grant Agreement is 
attached hereto as Attachment C.  

 
B. The County is the Landowner and has acknowledged its concurrence to allow Permittee to enter 

on and use the property as defined in Attachment A to this Permit, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein (“Project Area”), for all purposes necessary or appropriate to carry out the 
Project and the obligations of the Permittee under the Grant Agreement.  

 
C. However, the County is not a party to the Grant Agreement.  In order to facilitate the Permittee’s 

access to the Project Area, the Parties hereto have agreed to enter into this Permit to clarify 
Permittee’s access and use of the Project Area for the Project and the Project’s purposes as set 
forth in the County’s concurrence to the Grant Agreement.  

 
Now, therefore, the Parties agree as follows: 
 
1. PURPOSE:  In consideration for and in an effort to facilitate the Project by Permittee, which such 
uses shall include rights of ingress and egress, County hereby grants to Permittee use of the Project Area 
to restore and enhance wildlife habitat that will improve biodiversity, climate resiliency, habitat 
connectivity, and ecosystem health to benefit protected wildlife species and as more fully described in 
the Grant Agreement.  

 
The Parties hereto agree that the Project and this Permit meet the social needs of the population and 
directly benefit the County’s and Permittee’s mission and goals.  The Parties also agree that the value of 
the services being provided pursuant to this Permit are comparable to the value of the Project Area being 
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provided by the County, and to the extent the Project and its purposes continue to be offered as stated 
above, there will be no fee for this Permit. 
 
 
2. TERM & TERMINATION: The term of this Permit shall begin as of the Project Start Date as defined 
in the Grant Agreement and shall be coterminous with the Grant Agreement and its Long Term 
Management Period of the Grant Agreement, unless terminated earlier as set forth herein, but shall not 
exceed twenty (20) years after the Project Completion Date without approval of the County (“Term”).   
This Permit shall be revocable by either County or Permittee at any time for any breach that remains 
uncured after thirty (30) days written notice to the breaching Party.  If the Grant Agreement and/or 
Long-Term Management Period is terminated for any reason prior to the completion of the Project, then 
this Permit shall terminate automatically without any further notice from either Party. 

  
3.  AREA AND USE:  County grants Permittee permission to enter and use the  Project Area for the 
purpose of performing the Project. 
 
Permittee’s activities, access and use of the Project Area shall be limited as described in Attachment B: 
Project Conditions and to the approved restoration areas, access routes, staging areas, monitoring 
locations, and other areas specifically identified in Attachment A: Project Area. Permittee shall perform 
all Project activities in accordance with the Project Conditions set forth in Attachment B: Project 
Conditions.  
 
Permittee agrees not to use the Project Area for any other purpose, nor to engage in or license any other 
activity within or from Project Area.  Permittee further agrees not to conduct or permit to be conducted 
any public or private nuisance in, on, or from Project Area and to comply with all governmental laws 
and regulations in connection with its use of the Project Area.  Permittee shall, at its sole cost and 
expense, timely secure any necessary permits, licenses, or approvals before conducting activities on 
Project Area.  Permittee shall exercise commercially reasonable efforts to minimize interference with 
County’s or others’ use and enjoyment of Project Area and shall promptly repair, at its sole cost, risk, 
and expense, any damage arising from the exercise of the rights herein granted. Additional permits from 
OC Parks (e.g. OC Parks encroachment permit) shall not be required for the Project as defined at the 
time this Permit is approved.  Should additional work be requested, written approval by the Director of 
OC Parks or designee shall be required prior to the commencement of the additional work in the form of 
an OC Parks encroachment permit or equivalent approval.  Due to the mutually beneficial nature of the 
Project, should permits for the Project be required by OC Parks, the OC Parks permits will be provided 
at no cost to Permitee or their contractors.  
 
The Project Area is subject to that certain conservation easement (“Conservation Easement”) between 
the County, as Grantor, and The Nature Conservancy (“TNC”) as Grantee, dated _December 10, 2001 
and recorded by the County of Orange Office of the Recorder as Instrument No. 20010923211.  By 
entering into this Permit, Permittee acknowledges receipt of the Conservation Easement and agrees to 
abide by the contents thereof and any of the County’s directions in conformity therewith.  
 
4.  INDEMNIFICATION:  Permittee hereby agrees to indemnify, hold harmless, and defend, County, 
its elected and appointed officials, officers, agents, employees, and those special districts and agencies 
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which the Board of Supervisors acts as the governing board, with counsel approved by County, against 
any and all claims, loss, demands, damages, costs, expenses, or liability (collectively “Claims”) arising 
out of or in any way connected to the Grant Agreement and any of Permittee’s obligations contained 
therein and/or any Claims arising out of or in any way connected to this Permit, the ownership, 
maintenance, or use of the Project Area, or Permittee’s exercise of rights under this Permit, except for 
liability arising out of the negligence of County, its elected and appointed officials, officers, agents, or 
employees, including the cost of defense of any lawsuit arising therefrom.  In the event County is named 
as co-defendant, Permittee shall notify County of such fact and shall represent County, with counsel 
approved by County, in such legal action unless County undertakes to represent itself as co-defendant in 
such legal action, in which event Permittee shall pay the County’s litigation costs, expenses, and 
attorneys’ fees.  In the event judgment is entered against County and Permittee because of the concurrent 
negligence of County and Permittee, their officers, agents, or employees, an apportionment of liability 
to pay such judgment shall be made by a court of competent jurisdiction.  Neither Party shall request a 
jury apportionment. 
 
5.  LIABILITY INSURANCE:  Permittee shall purchase or maintain a program of self-insurance at its 
own expense for its liability exposure including, commercial general liability with minimum limits of 
$1,000,000 combined single limit per occurrence, as well as workers’ compensation insurance (statutory 
required limit) prior to entering and use of portions of the Project Area ) described above.  Insurance 
carrier providing coverage shall be rated at least A-/VIII by ambest.com.  The commercial general 
liability insurance policies must name County as an additional insured and provide coverage on a primary 
non-contributory basis as evidenced by endorsement or provide blanket policy coverage.  All policies 
shall waiver all rights of subrogation against the County, its elected and appointed officials, officers, 
agents, and employees.        
 
Permittee shall provide a valid certificate of insurance including endorsements verifying compliance 
with this insurance requirement before the date that Permittee first enters upon the County Proper(ties) 
pursuant to this Permit and shall keep such insurance in effect during the entire term of this Permit.  
Permittee shall deposit the Certificate of Insurance with CEO Real Estate, consistent with the Notice 
clause, through electronic correspondence to: insurance.ceore@ceo.oc.gov.  If valid evidence of 
insurance is not received by County for this Permit, the County may cancel this Permit at any time and 
at County’s sole discretion.  Permittee agrees to hold County harmless for any damages resulting from 
said cancellation, including any interruption of business.  The procuring of such required policy or 
policies of insurance shall not be construed to limit Permittee’s liability hereunder nor to fulfill the 
indemnification provisions and requirements of this Permit. 
 
6.  NOTICES:  All written notices pursuant to this Permit shall be addressed as set forth below or as 
either Party may hereafter designate by written notice and shall be deemed delivered upon personal 
delivery, delivery by facsimile machine, electronic mail, or seventy-two (72) hours after deposit in the 
United States Mail.  Any written correspondence between the Parties shall be addressed as follows: 
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To: County 

 
To: Permittee 
 

OC Parks 
13042 Old Myford Road 
Irvine, CA 92602 
Attn: OC Parks Natural Resources Program 
Coordinator 
Phone: 714-973-6865 
Email: ocparks@parks.oc.gov 
 
With a copy to: 
 
County of Orange, CEO Real Estate  
400 W Civic Center Drive, 5th Floor, 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
Attention: Infrastructure 
 

Laguna Canyon Foundation  
PO Box 4895 Laguna Beach, California 92652  
Attn: Marjorie Rhodes, Restoration Project 
Manager 
Phone: (562) 310-4087 
Email: marjorie@lagunacanyon.org  
 
With a copy to: 
 
Laguna Canyon Foundation 
Attn: Scott Thomas, Executive Director 
PO Box 4895 Laguna Beach, California 92652  
 
 

 
In regard to insurance, Permittee shall ensure that any and all insurance related mail includes the 
Permit number and project name and Permittee shall mail all insurance certificates and insurance 
related correspondence to: insurance.ceore@ceo.oc.gov.  
 
9. ATTORNEYS’ FEES: In any action or proceeding to enforce or interpret any provision of this 
Permit, or where any provision hereof is validly asserted as a defense, the Parties shall bear their own 
attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses. 
 
10. GOVERNING LAW AND VENUE: This Permit has been negotiated and executed in the State of 
California and shall be governed by and construed under the laws of the State of California.  In the 
event of any legal action to enforce or interpret this Permit, the sole and exclusive venue shall be a 
court of competent jurisdiction located in Orange County, California, and the Parties hereto agree to 
and do hereby submit to the jurisdiction of such court, notwithstanding Code of Civil Procedure 
Section 394. 
 
11. LIMITATION OF THE PERMIT: This Permit and the rights and privileges granted Permittee in 
and to the Project Area are subject to all covenants, conditions, restrictions, and exceptions of record or 
apparent from a physical inspection of the Project Area, including but not limited to the Conservation 
Easement.  Nothing contained in this Permit in any document related hereto shall be construed to 
imply the conveyance to Permittee of rights in the Project Area which exceed those owned by County, 
or any representation or warranty, either express or implied, relating to the nature or condition of the 
Project Area or County’s interest therein.  Permittee has accepted the Project Area in its “as is”/“where 
is” condition.   
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12. COUNTERPARTS:  This Permit may be executed in one or more electronic or original 
counterparts, each of which will be deemed an original signature but all of which together will 
constitute one and the same instrument. 
 
13. RECITALS; PRECEDENCE; CAPTIONS: The Recitals are true and correct and hereby 
incorporated by reference. In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the provisions of this 
Permit and the Grant Agreement, the provisions of this Permit shall take precedence over the Grant 
Agreement, and the provisions of this Permit shall control. The captions set forth herein are for 
convenience only and are not part of this Permit. 
 
// 
 
 
// 
 
 
// 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Permit the day and year first above 

written. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
Office of County Counsel 
Orange County, California 
 
By     

Deputy County Counsel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

PERMITTEE 
 
LAGUNA CANYON FOUNDATION 
 

By      
Scott Thomas 
Executive Director 
Laguna Canyon Foundation 
 
Date: 09/18/2026 
 
 
 
 
COUNTY 
 
COUNTY OF ORANGE 
 
 
By      
Thomas A. Miller, Chief Real Estate Officer 
County Executive Office  
Per Minute Order dated _________________ 
 
 
Date:     
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Attachment A : Project Area 
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Attachment B: Project Conditions 
 
1. Project Limits and Approved Activities 

Permittee’s activities shall be limited to the approved restoration areas, access routes, staging areas, 
monitoring locations, and other areas specifically identified in Attachment A: Project Area of this 
Permit. 

Permittee shall access project sites using existing roads, trails, and approved access routes to the 
maximum extent practicable. Any temporary access routes, staging areas, or equipment access shall 
require prior written approval from County. 

Permittee shall not materially modify any approved restoration activities, treatment methodologies, plant 
palettes, seed mixes, monitoring infrastructure, access routes, staging areas, irrigation methods, erosion 
control measures, or other project features without prior written approval from County. 

2. Restoration and Enhancement Plan 

Permittee shall prepare and submit a Restoration and Enhancement Plan for County review and written 
approval prior to implementation of restoration activities. 

The Restoration and Enhancement Plan shall include, at a minimum: 

• Project goals and objectives; 
• Habitat types and restoration acreage; 
• Implementation schedule; 
• Restoration treatment methodologies; 
• Plant palettes, seed mixes, and plant material procurement plan, including source information; 
• Irrigation and supplemental watering methods, if applicable; 
• Erosion prevention and site stabilization measures; 
• Monitoring methods, monitoring locations, maps, and photo-point locations; 
• Performance standards, success criteria, and adaptive management procedures; 
• Maintenance responsibilities; and 
• Reporting schedule. 

 
No restoration work shall commence until the Restoration and Enhancement Plan has been approved in 
writing by County. Any material revisions to the approved Restoration and Enhancement Plan shall 
require prior written approval from County. 

3. Project Implementation and Resource Protection 

Permittee shall implement all applicable avoidance and minimization measures necessary to protect 
sensitive biological resources throughout project implementation. 

Permittee shall comply with all applicable OC Parks Best Management Practices (“BMP(s)”), 
operational requirements, and project implementation procedures in effect at the time work is performed, 
including, but not limited to, weed seed sanitation procedures. Such requirements may be revised 
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periodically by County. County shall provide Permittee with the current applicable BMPs, operational 
requirements, and project implementation procedures prior to project implementation and whenever 
substantive revisions are made during the term of the Permit. 

Permittee shall minimize disturbance outside approved work areas and shall promptly repair, restore, or 
stabilize any damage resulting from project activities to the satisfaction of County. 

Permittee shall promptly notify County of any observed impacts to sensitive species, habitats, cultural 
resources, or other protected natural resources. 

If cultural resources are discovered during project activities, Permittee shall immediately stop work in 
the vicinity of the discovery, protect the area from further disturbance, notify County, and shall not 
resume work in the affected area until authorized by County. 

4. Plant Materials, Irrigation, and Erosion Control 

Permittee shall submit a plant material procurement plan for County review and approval. The plan shall 
identify proposed species, quantities, plant material sources, collection or procurement methods, and 
timing. Collection of seed, cuttings, cactus pads, or other plant materials from County property shall 
require prior written approval from County. 

Any irrigation, supplemental watering, water source, water connection, water storage, hose layout, hand-
watering approach, or related temporary infrastructure shall require prior written approval from County. 

Prior to project implementation, Permittee shall submit any required erosion prevention and site 
stabilization measures for County review and approval. Weed-free erosion-control materials shall be 
used where applicable. 

5. County Coordination, Inspection, and Project Modifications 

Permittee shall notify County in advance of significant field activities, including initial project 
mobilization, installation of monitoring infrastructure, implementation of restoration treatments, planting 
or seeding activities, chemical treatment activities, major maintenance activities, or other activities 
identified by County requiring advance coordination. 

Work shall be performed between 7am-sunset. A work schedule will be provided to the Supervising 
Ranger II in advance. If access to the project site is needed and was not scheduled in advance, Permittee 
will notify the on-duty ranger. Access may not be approved when there are adverse conditions, including 
but not limited to Red Flag alerts or park closures due to wet/muddy conditions. 

County reserves the right to inspect project activities at any time and may require corrective actions if 
work is determined to be inconsistent with the approved project documents or the conditions of this 
Permit. 

Experimental treatments, research plots, seeding trials, mowing trials, or other methods not specifically 
approved in the Restoration and Enhancement Plan shall require prior written approval from County. 

Adaptive management actions shall be implemented only as provided in approved project documents or 
as otherwise approved in writing by County. 
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Any volunteer events, public access activities, educational programs, community outreach, media 
events, signage, coordination with adjacent landowners, partner organizations, regulatory agencies, 
Tribal Nations, lineal descendants, or other outside organizations or individuals related to the Project 
shall be coordinated with and, where required by County, approved in writing by County. Public access 
to closed areas shall not occur without prior written approval from County. 

6. Chemical Control 

Application of chemical control methods shall require prior written approval from County and shall be 
conducted in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations, permit 
requirements, product label requirements, the OC Parks Integrated Pest Management Plan, and 
applicable County policies and procedures. 

Approval of this Permit does not constitute approval of future chemical treatment activities, which shall 
remain subject to separate County review and written authorization. 

7. Reporting and Data Management 

Permittee shall provide County with copies of all quarterly and annual monitoring reports, restoration 
performance reports, GIS data, maps, photo-point documentation, environmental compliance 
documentation, permits, approvals, and other project deliverables prepared pursuant to the Grant 
Agreement or required for project implementation. 

Each quarterly report shall include a summary of activities completed during the reporting period and 
planned activities for the upcoming quarter, including anticipated restoration treatments, monitoring 
activities, maintenance, adaptive management actions, permit coordination, and any other significant 
field work or project milestones expected to occur. 

Permittee shall upload all reports, GIS data, maps, photographs, and supporting project documentation 
to the OC Parks Microsoft Teams site designated for the project, unless otherwise directed by County. 

8. Project Completion 

Upon completion of project implementation activities and at the conclusion of the Long-Term 
Management Period, Permittee shall provide County with final project documentation, including 
restoration acreage summaries, monitoring results, GIS data, maps, and photo documentation. 

Upon completion of the Project or termination of this Permit, Permittee shall remove all temporary 
signage, monitoring infrastructure, project materials, and other project-related installations and shall 
restore any temporary disturbance areas within ninety (90) days, unless otherwise approved in writing 
by County. 
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Attachment C: Grant Agreement 
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Implementation Grant Agreement 
 
Between the State of California, Wildlife Conservation Board 
and 
Laguna Canyon Foundation 
and 
Orange County Parks 
For: Laguna Coast Wilderness Park Restoration 
In: Orange County, California 

WC – 2602DC 

                                                                                                               rev. 03/11/2026  
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GRANTEE:    Laguna Canyon Foundation  
   PO Box 4895 Laguna Beach, California 92652  
   Attn: Marjorie Rhodes, Restoration Project Manager 
   Phone: (562) 310-4087 
   Email: marjorie@lagunacanyon.org 
 

GRANTOR:    Wildlife Conservation Board 
   P.O. Box 944209, Sacramento, California 94244-2090 
   Attn: Don Crocker 
   Phone: (916) 926-7317 
   Email: don.crocker@wildlife.ca.gov 
 

 LANDOWNER   Orange County Parks 
     13042 Old Myford Road, Irvine, CA 92602 
     Attn: Matt Major, OC Parks Natural Resources Program Coordinator 
     Phone: 657-266-4701 
     Email: matt.major@ocparks.com 
 

Grant Agreement No.:  WC- 2602DC 

 

Board Approval Date:  November 19, 2026 

 

Project Completion Date:  Date specified in Grantor’s Project Completion Letter but no later than 
March 31, 2030  

 

Long term Management Period: 20 years beginning on the Project Completion Date 

 

Project ID:    2025107  

 

Grant Amount:   $1,945,000
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1. Authority. This grant is awarded pursuant to the following authority(ies): 
Wildlife Conservation Law of 1947, Chapter 4.0 commencing with section 1300, et seq., of the California 
Fish and Game Code, relating to habitat enhancement and restoration. 

2. Funding. The funding for this grant comes from the following source(s):  
California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018 
(Proposition 68), Public Resources Code Section 80111(b) 

3. Project and Location. Grantor is entering into this agreement, and the Grant Funds shall be used, only 
for the purpose of assisting Grantee with the Project generally described as: restore and enhance wildlife 
habitat that will improve biodiversity, climate resiliency, habitat connectivity, and ecosystem health to 
benefit protected wildlife species and as more fully described in the Agreement, including Grantee’s 
obligation to manage and administer the terms of this Agreement,  on approximately 71 acres of 
publicly-owned land commonly known as Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, located in Orange County, 
California (Property). The Property is generally shown on the attached Exhibit A - Location Map. Orange 
County Parks (Landowner) is the fee owner of the Property. 

4. Board Approval. The Wildlife Conservation Board (Grantor) approved this grant on May 28, 2026, and 
hereby grants to Laguna Canyon Foundation an eligible non-profit entity, (Grantee), a sum not to exceed 
one million nine hundred forty-five thousand dollars ($1,945,000) (Grant Funds). 

5. Grantee Acceptance and Approval.  Grantee accepts the Grant Funds upon and subject to the terms 
and conditions of this Agreement, Grantor’s General Grant Guidelines and all applicable specific fund 
source guidelines referenced therein (“Grant Guidelines”), the statements contained in Grantee’s Full 
Application, all exhibits hereto, and all other documents which may later be approved relating to this 
grant, including those that relate to Advance Payments described in section 15, all of which are hereby 
incorporated by reference and made part of this agreement (Agreement). If there is a difference in terms 
between the Grant Guidelines and the provisions in this Agreement and the Exhibits hereto, the 
provisions below and Exhibits will control.  

Grantee shall certify a resolution or evidence of other appropriate action of the governing board or 
governing body of Grantee, authorizing the execution and performance of this Agreement and the 
carrying out of the Project by Grantee. Grantee shall provide Grantor a copy of such authorization prior 
to Grantee’s execution of this Agreement. This Agreement shall be executed by a representative of 
Grantee who is duly authorized to do so. 

6. Definitions. In addition to the definitions contained in this section, other terms may be defined in 
specific sections of this Agreement, including the sections that precede this section. When terms are 
defined in specific sections, they will be contained within parenthesis. 

a. “Advance Payments” means Grant Funds provided to Grantee before the associated work has been 
performed. 

b. “Agreement” means this Grant Agreement number WC – 2602DC and includes each of the documents 
described and incorporated by reference into this Agreement specified in section 5. 

c. “Breach” occurs when Grantee fails to perform a condition or term in this Agreement.  
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d. “Contingency” or “Contingencies” means an unanticipated Project-related expense that was not
included in a project task in Exhibit B - Budget at the time the Agreement was executed or an expense
that was included but costs for the expense have substantially changed since the execution date.

e. “Default” means a Grantee’s uncured or uncurable Breach.

f. “Disbursement Request” is an invoice for either work performed sent in arrears, a request for Advance
Payment, or for payment of Retained Grant Funds.

g. “Effective Date” is the date that the Agreement is executed by Grantor or Grantor’s duly authorized
representative.

h. “Equipment” means the machines, electronics, apparatuses, or appliances (excluding furniture) that
Grantee needs to perform the Project.

i. “Full Application” means the document prepared containing the terms approved by Grantor on the
date specified in section 4.

j. “Grant Funds” means the money described in section 4 that is provided by Grantor to Grantee
pursuant to this Agreement and includes any interest paid to Grantee from the deposit of any Advance
Payments awarded to Grantee.

k. “Grant Manager” means the person(s) specified as the contact for Grantor on page 2.

l. “Grantee” means the entity identified in section 4 of this Agreement.

m. “Grantor” is the Wildlife Conservation Board.

n. “Grant Guidelines” are Grantor’s General Grant Guidelines in addition to any specific grant guidelines
adopted by Grantor for the specific fund sources used for this grant that were in effect on the date of
Grantor’s approval in section 4.

o. “Indirect Costs” (also commonly known as administrative costs or administrative overhead) are the
non-Project specific costs of doing business. They include but are not limited to things like utilities, office
space rental, phone service, office supplies, computers, internet access, and copying. They may not
include costs for fundraising, lobbying, entertainment, and food or beverages.

p. “Long-term Management Period” is 20 years beginning on the Project Completion Date.

q. “Mitigation” means to satisfy any requirement or condition imposed by any non-Project related
permit, agreement, authorization or entitlement for use that is required to compensate for or otherwise
offset impacts of any activity.

r. “Notice to Proceed” means the notice sent by Grantor that contains the Project Start Date which is
the date Grantee can begin reimbursable work under the Agreement.

s. “Parties” are Grantor and Grantee, each individually a “Party”.

t. “Project” means the work described in section 3 of this Agreement, Exhibits and the documents
incorporated by reference herein.
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u. “Project Activities” means the work described in Exhibit C – Work Plan and any amendments thereto. 

v. “Project Completion Date” means the date specified in Grantor’s Project Completion Letter described 
in section 23 and must be no later than the date set out on page 2.  

w. “Project Costs” mean the Grant Funds used by Grantee to carry out the Project. 

x. “Project Start Date” means the date in Grantor’s Notice to Proceed that reimbursable work can begin 
on the Project for which Grantee may be paid from Grant Funds.  

y.  “Project Term” is the period of time between Project Start Date and Project Completion Date, unless 
this Agreement is terminated pursuant to section 47. If the Agreement is terminated, the termination 
date is the end date of the Project Term. 

z. “Property” is the area generally described in section 3.  

aa. “Purposes of the Grant” means the terms of this Agreement, including but not limited to, the 
provisions of Exhibit C – Work Plan, and the authorized uses of the fund source(s) identified in section 2. 

bb. “Retained Grant Funds” (also known as Retention) is a percentage of costs incurred by Grantee that 
is withheld from disbursements and generally distributed to Grantee at the end of the Project Term 
further discussed in sections 16, 17, and 18.  

cc. “Subrecipient” means an entity that either receives Grant Funds from Grantee as part of a block grant 
or a subcontractor who is paid by a Grantee with Grant Funds. 

7. Contacts. The contacts for this Agreement are specified on page 2. These contacts may be changed at 
any time with written notice to the other contacts. No amendment to this Agreement shall be required 
to do so. This notice and all other communications, including Disbursement Requests, shall be made in 
writing and sent electronically, unless otherwise agreed, to and from the contacts listed on page 2.  

8. Effectiveness of Agreement. The Effective Date of this Agreement is the date it is signed by Grantor or 
Grantor’s designee. The Effective Date is not the date on which Grantee can begin work that is funded by 
Grantor. The date that Grantee can begin work funded by Grantor is the Project Start Date contained in 
Grantor’s Notice to Proceed. 

9. Commencement of Reimbursable Work. Grantor will provide Grantee with a Notice to Proceed that 
contains the Project Start Date. The approval of the Grant Funds at a meeting held by Grantor shall not 
constitute authorization for the commencement of the Project or expenditure of Grant Funds. No 
expenditure made or activity initiated prior to Project Start Date contained in Grantor’s Notice to 
Proceed will be eligible for reimbursement by Grantor. All such costs before the Project Start Date will be 
borne by Grantee. 

10. Funding Disbursements Generally. Grantor’s obligations to disburse Grant Funds under this 
Agreement is conditioned upon and subject to the satisfactory compliance with and completion of all of 
the conditions contained in this Agreement. Upon satisfaction of the requirements of this Agreement 
and so long as Grantee is in compliance with the terms of this Agreement and is not in Breach or Default 
under this Agreement, Grantor agrees to disburse eligible Grant Funds to Grantee, in arrears, in 
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installments as set forth in section 13, except for disbursements of Advance Payments which are not 
made in arrears. Disbursements shall be made not more frequently than monthly and no less than 
annually, unless a different frequency is agreed to in writing by the Grant Manager.  

11. Availability of Funding. Grantor shall not be obligated to disburse any unpaid portion of the Grant 
Funds unless and until sufficient funds are appropriated for the fiscal years covered by this Agreement 
through the State budget process for the purpose of this Agreement or are released by the State 
Treasurer’s Office (STO) to Grantor for expenditure for this grant and not subject to a STO recall. Grantor 
shall notify Grantee in writing if it is unable to disburse funds for these reasons. No Disbursement 
Request submitted prior to the appropriation or release of such funds to Grantor shall be effective. If the 
Legislature does not appropriate sufficient funds for the Agreement or the STO does not release or 
recalls funds, Grantor, at its sole discretion, may suspend or terminate the Agreement pursuant to 
section 47 or amend the Agreement to reflect any reduction of funds. Grantor will not be liable for any 
costs or damages incurred by Grantee based on the circumstances described in this section.  

12. Large Disbursements. To ensure that funds are available to pay Grantee for work or to make Advance 
Payments, Grantor requests that Grantee provide 90-day notice if a Disbursement Request will be 
submitted requesting $500,000 or more. Without such notice, requests for large disbursements may be 
delayed to allow Grantor time to secure the funds.  

13. Disbursement Request Documentation. Except for the Final Disbursement Request which is 
governed by section 24, each request for payment for approved budgeted work performed on the 
Project must be submitted to Grantor and accompanied by a written description of Grantee’s 
performance under this Agreement since the time the previous disbursement request was submitted. 
The information shall describe the types of Project Activities and specific accomplishments during the 
period for which the payment is being requested rather than merely listing the number of hours worked 
during the reporting period. The disbursement request must be submitted on Grantor’s Disbursement 
Request Template (Grant Documents and Templates (ca.gov)). 

Grantee must provide supporting documentation for the full amount requested and actual itemized 
receipts for all amounts shown on the request, including receipts for all materials, Equipment and 
supplies, Subrecipient invoices, and all Grantee staff time shown by number of hours worked and hourly 
rate. 

If a Disbursement Request overlaps with two fiscal years (i.e. June 30), the Disbursement Request must 
separate the charges and the total for each fiscal year. For example, if the billing covers the period from 
May 1 to September 30, the charges and the total must be broken down in the Disbursement Request 
for the periods of May 1-June 30 and July 1-September 30. 

Disbursement Requests and accompanying documents must be submitted  electronically to 
WCBClerical@wildlife.ca.gov and the Grant Manager listed on page 2, unless another method of 
submission has been agreed to.  

Disbursements shall be contingent upon approval of the request by Grantor, at its sole discretion. Any 
Disbursement Request that is submitted without the required itemization and documentation may be 
delayed or not approved. If the Disbursement Request package is incomplete, inadequate or inaccurate, 
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Grantor will inform Grantee and hold the payment request until all required information is received or 
corrected. Any penalties imposed on Grantee by a Subrecipient, or other consequence, because of 
delays in payment, will be paid by Grantee and are not reimbursable under this Agreement. If Grantee 
continues to fail to provide the requested information, this Agreement may be suspended or terminated.  

14. Disbursements Made in Error. Grantee shall reimburse Grantor for any erroneous disbursement of 
Grant Funds under this Agreement caused by Grantee. Reimbursement shall occur within 45 days of 
written demand by Grantor. This deadline may be extended by Grantor. Interest shall accrue at the 
highest rate allowed by law from the time that reimbursement becomes due and owing until received by 
Grantor. 

15. Advance Payments. 
a. Advance Payments Generally. Using Grantor’s Advance Payment Process (Process), which can be 
obtained from the Grant Manager, Advance Payments may be requested by Grantee (if eligible) using the 
Advance Payment Request Form (Form), also available from the Grant Manager. The Form and any 
attachments must be submitted electronically, unless a different method of submission has been agreed 
to by Grantor. The request is limited to the immediate cash requirements necessary to carry out the 
Project and may not exceed 25% of the total Grant Funds, unless Grantor determines in writing that a 
larger advance is warranted after receiving sufficient justification and documentation from Grantee.  
 
If approved in writing by Grantor, Grantee shall comply with all of the requirements contained in 
Grantee’s completed, approved Form, which, along with the Process, are hereby incorporated by 
reference into this Agreement and become required terms of this Agreement as if fully set forth herein. 
Disbursement of Advance Payments shall be made using the Disbursement Request Procedures set forth 
in section 13 and the quarterly report required by section 19 shall serve as quarterly progress reports. All 
interest that accumulates from the deposit of advanced Grant Funds must be reported quarterly to 
Grantor and becomes Grant Funds. The decision to award Advance Payments is solely at the discretion of 
Grantor and must be consistent with the purposes and provisions of the fund source identified in section 
2. 
 
b. Further Advance Payments. Once Advance Payments have been approved, Grantor may approve 
further Advance Payments if Grantee can demonstrate that a sufficient amount of the previously 
advanced funds has been expended or that a plan is in place to ensure the expenditure of those funds in 
a timely manner. Requests for further Advance Payments shall be submitted using the Form, and Grantor 
will then determine what will be required to advance further funds. The decision to award further 
Advance Payments is solely at the discretion of Grantor. 
 
c. Advance Payments for Subrecipients. Once Advance Payments have been approved and disbursed by 
Grantor, Grantee may provide such funds to Subrecipients if the Subrecipients have been required to 
comply with all state statutes, regulations, requirements, and the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement. Grantee shall be liable to Grantor for any failure of the Subrecipient to meet these 
requirements. 
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d. Unspent Advance Payments. All Grant Funds provided as Advance Payments that are not spent within 
the spending timeline provided by Grantee shall be returned to Grantor within the timeframe specified 
by Grantor. 
 
16. Retention. Grantor shall withhold 10% of the total approved amount from each disbursement 
(Retained Grant Funds). At its sole discretion, upon written justification by Grantee, Grantor may waive, 
modify or reduce the 10% retention. No retention shall be withheld from the total Advance Payment 
requested, however, retention will continue to apply to all disbursements and Grantee must complete 
the Advance Funding Summary on Grantor’s Disbursement Request Template. 
 
17. Retention Release. At the end of the Project Term, Grantee may request disbursement of any 
Retained Grant Funds. Grantee shall submit this request by a date determined by Grantor.  At its sole 
discretion, Grantor may release Retained Grant Funds if requested to do so by Grantee upon completion 
of Project milestones rather than the Project Completion Date. Project milestones will be agreed upon 
by both Grantor and Grantee. Funds will be released only if Grantee is in compliance with all reporting 
and other requirements of this Agreement at the time of Grantee’s request and no more than once 
every 12 months.  
 
18. Retention Release Procedure. Requests for disbursement of Retained Grant Funds shall be 
submitted electronically to Grantor at WCBClerical@wildlife.ca.gov and the Grant Manager listed on 
page 2 with “Agreement No. WC-2602DC, Retention Disbursement Request” in the subject line, unless 
another method of submission has been agreed to by Grantor.  
 
19. Reports/Information to Grantor. During the Project Term, Grantee shall provide the following 
reports and documents, in addition to the submission requirements associated with the various types of 
Disbursement Requests, to Grantor within the timeframes specified in Exhibit C – Work Plan, unless a 
different time is agreed to by Grantor: 

a. When the Exhibit C - Work Plan identifies a completed deliverable, Grantee shall provide that 
completed deliverable on the date specified therein, if any, but no later than 60 days of its completion. 
This deadline may be extended by Grantor. 

b. Quarterly progress reports using Grantor’s Quarterly Report template that can be found here: Grant 
Documents and Templates (ca.gov) 

c. Contracts specified in section 38. 

d. Where the Grant Funds are greater than $5 million, Grantee must report on compliance with 
economic sanctions specified in section 64.  

e. Grantee’s Final Report specified in section 24.  

All reports shall be submitted to Grantor electronically. If a Grantee cannot submit information 
electronically, another method may be authorized. 

Failure to provide this information during the Project Term can be the basis for Grantor, at its discretion, 
to delay or withhold disbursement of Grant Funds until such time as the information has been received. 
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If Grantor notifies Grantee that it has failed to provide complete and accurate information specified 
above and Grantee continues to fail to provide it, Grantor may suspend or terminate this Agreement. 

20. Signage and Other Acknowledgement. 
a. Generally. Grantee shall recognize the cooperative nature of the Project and shall provide credit to 
Grantor in promotional materials, press releases, brochures, presentations, advertisements, publications, 
reports, websites, social media posts, and exhibits prepared or approved by Grantee within the Project 
Term referencing the Project.  
 
b. Signage. Signage on the Property displaying the logo of the Grantor is required unless Grantor, in 
writing, exempts the Project from this requirement. Any sign installed on the Property referencing the 
Project shall be subject to the mutual agreement of Grantor, Grantee, and Landowner, if applicable, 
regarding text, design, and location. Grantor’s logo is available at the link below. 

Certain fund sources also include signage requirements.  Grantee shall refer to the following link to 
determine if the fund source(s) identified in section 2 includes such requirements: Logos and Signage 
Grantee shall comply with any fund source requirements regarding signage. 

If the Project requires public access or the Property will be available to the public, signage shall be in 
place no more than 6 months after the execution of this Agreement. Signs shall be maintained on the 
Property for the Project Term and any Long-term Management Period 

c. Social Media. Grantee is encouraged to use social media to inform and share with the public activities 
and events under this Agreement. Grantor shall be tagged on all posts related to the Project or activities 
referencing the Project.  

21. Public Access. If the Project calls for public access, the completed Project and all related facilities 
shall be open to members of the public, subject to reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions, or as 
specified in Exhibit D – Long-term Management Plan, if any. 

22. Grantor’s Access. Grantee shall, or if Grantee is not the Landowner Grantee shall cause the 
Landowner, to permit Grantor and its members, officers, employees, agents, and representatives to 
access the Property from the Project Start Date through the Project Term or Long-term Management 
Period, whichever is longer, to ensure compliance with this Grant Agreement. Such access shall be at 
times reasonably acceptable to Grantee or Landowner, as applicable, following written or verbal request, 
and may occur multiple times at Grantor’s sole discretion. Grantee and Landowner, if different, agree 
that access will be expedited in the event that Grantor believes that a Breach of this Agreement may 
have occurred.  

23. Project Completion. Grantee shall complete or cause to be completed all Project Activities in 
accordance with this Agreement. Apart from long-term management obligations identified in Exhibit D – 
Long-term Management Plan, if any, the Project will be considered complete when all Project Activities 
have been completed and Grantor has approved the completion of the Project as of the date specified in 
Grantor’s Project Completion Letter and the final report required by section 24 has been accepted by 
Grantor (Project Completion Date). The items specified herein must be completed no later than the date 
specified on page 2. No costs incurred after the Project Completion Date will be paid by Grantor and 
must be borne by Grantee.  
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24. Final Report and Final Invoice. Grantee will submit one electronic copy of a final report of 
accomplishments, including pre-and post-Project photographs (Final Report). Photos submitted as part 
of the Final Report may not contain images of people unless Grantee has permission from those 
individuals to be depicted in the photo. The Final Report must also identify any Equipment with a unit 
cost of $5,000 or more purchased with Grant Funds. Unless otherwise approved by Grantor, at the time 
of submission of the Final Report, Grantee shall ensure that all deliverables identified in Exhibit C – Work 
Plan have been provided to Grantor and, if not, provide them at the time of submission of the Final 
Report. The request for final disbursement of Grant Funds shall accompany the Final Report. At this 
same time, Grantee shall also submit an invoice separate from the final Disbursement Request for any 
remaining Retained Grant Funds.  

The final Disbursement Request must include a budget summary of all cost share expenditures, as 
applicable. Grantee shall submit this summary on the following form: Final Cost Share Template.xlsx. 

In certain instances, Grantor shall specify the date by which a final Disbursement Request or request for 
remaining Retained Grant Funds must be received. In that instance, Grantee must submit those requests 
by that date or Grantor may not pay the request because funding may no longer be available. 

25. Long-term Management Period. If this Agreement requires long-term management, those 
obligations are specified in Exhibit D, Long-term Management Plan (Management Plan). Grantee shall 
ensure that the Project funded by Grantor is operated, used, managed, and maintained throughout the 
Long-term Management Period consistent with the Purposes of the Grant and in accordance with the 
Management Plan. Beyond the Project Term, Grantee assumes all costs associated with long-term 
management of the Property provided for in the Management Plan. Grantee may contract with 
Landowner or a third party for the long-term management of the Property on behalf of Grantee, 
however, as between Grantor and Grantee such management will remain the responsibility of Grantee. 

Grantee acknowledges the continuing obligations under this Agreement to fulfill the requirements 
contained in any Management Plan. No termination of this Agreement shall sever Grantee’s obligations 
under this Agreement to maintain any portion of the Project completed prior to termination and such 
obligations shall continue and survive any termination of this Agreement. 

26. Unforeseen Circumstances. During the Project Term and any Long-term Management Period, 
Grantee agrees to notify Grantor within 90 days if any element of the Project is not functioning as 
anticipated, of any natural disaster or other significant natural event including but not limited to fires, 
floods, and other factors outside of Grantee’s control that may adversely affect the Project. Grantee and 
Grantor shall work together cooperatively to address any such circumstances that impact the Project, 
including amending this Agreement, if at Grantor’s sole discretion, such amendment is necessary. 

27. Grant as Security. Grantee agrees that the Grant Funds shall not be used to secure loans or other 
monetary awards without written approval from Grantor, at its sole discretion. Such approval shall not 
be unreasonably withheld as long as the Purposes of the Grant are maintained. 

28. Earned Income. Grantee shall use any income earned by Grantee from use of the Project to further 
Project purposes or, if approved in writing by Grantor, for related purposes. 
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29. Property as Mitigation. Any Project improvements paid for by Grant Funds may not be used for 
Mitigation. If Grantee seeks to make additional improvements on the portion of Property improved by 
Grant Funds for the purposes of Mitigation, Grantee shall obtain prior written approval from Grantor, 
which may be granted at its sole discretion, provided, however, that under no circumstances shall the 
Property be used for any Mitigation that is inconsistent with or abrogates the Purposes of the Grant. If 
Grantor approves any Mitigation under this section, such approval shall be for the purposes of this 
Agreement only. Actual Mitigation requirements and conditions will be established and enforced by the 
authorities imposing them. 

30. Carbon Sequestration. Grantee shall notify Grantor prior to establishing carbon credits or other 
emission offsets and shall ensure that the terms and conditions of this Agreement are taken into account 
when calculating the baseline/business as usual of the Project improvements or Property improved with 
Grant Funds for purposes of establishing carbon credits or other emission offsets proposed to be 
authorized, created, sold, exchanged, or transferred.  

31. Grantee Responsible for Project. The Project is the sole responsibility of Grantee. Grantor 
undertakes no responsibilities to Grantee, the Landowner if different from Grantee, or any third party, 
other than as expressly set out in this Agreement. The responsibility for implementing the Project is 
solely that of Grantee, as is the responsibility for any claim or suit of any nature by any third party 
related in any way to the Project. 

32. Independent Capacity of Grantee. Grantee, its members, officers, directors, employees, agents, and 
representatives shall act in an independent capacity in the performance of this Agreement and not as a 
partner, member, officer, agent, employee, or representative of Grantor. Grantee acknowledges that 
Grantor is not acting as an employer to any individuals furnishing services or work pursuant to this 
Agreement.  Grantee shall secure all staff required to perform the services described in this Agreement 
and is responsible for withholding and paying employment taxes, insurance, and deductions of any kind 
required by federal, state, or local laws. Such personnel shall not be employees of or have any 
contractual relationship with Grantor. 

33. Qualified Grantee. If Grantee is a non-profit organization, Grantee hereby represents that it is 
qualified under applicable provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, in good standing, and in compliance 
with applicable laws of the State of California relating to non-profit organizations. Grantee must remain 
as such during the Project Term and any Long-term Management Period. If Grantee is a Native American 
tribe, Grantee hereby represents that it is federally recognized. Tribal grantees must remain as such 
during the Project Term and any Long-term Management Period. Grantees must notify Grantor if their 
status changes during the Project Term and any Long-term Management Period. 

34. Permits and Compliance with Laws. Grantee is responsible for obtaining and maintaining through 
the Project Term and any Long-term Management Period all necessary licenses, permits, and approvals 
for the Project (including, but not limited to, its construction, management, monitoring, operation, use, 
and maintenance), and complying with all federal, state, and local statutes, laws, regulations, ordinances, 
orders, and other governmental and quasi-governmental requirements that apply to the Project. Costs 
associated with permitting may be reimbursed under this Agreement only if approved in Exhibit B - 
Budget. 
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35. Cost Share. Grantee is encouraged to seek additional funding from sources other than Grantor. Cost 
share is an obligation of Grantee unless otherwise agreed to by Grantor. In its Full Application, Grantee 
shall have disclosed all proposed funding sources for the Project, including all amounts applied for or 
obtained from sources other than Grantor. If Grantee obtains funding that is identified as having been 
applied for from another source in the Full Application or obtains funding from a source not identified in 
the Full Application at any time before the Project Completion Date, Grantee must notify Grantor and 
submit a new budget in the same form as Exhibit B – Budget for approval by Grantor. Grantee agrees 
that the funding provided under this Agreement shall not be used as cost share for other grants without 
written approval from Grantor provided at Grantor’s sole discretion. If Grantee obtains funding from any 
source other than Grantor for the Project funded by this Agreement, it is a violation of this Agreement 
for Grantee to bill Grantor for the portion of any costs billed to any other source. As between Grantor 
and Grantee, Grantee shall be responsible for any and all costs that exceed the amount of the Grant 
Funds provided under this Agreement.  
 
In the event that the Project is completed for less than the costs estimated in Exhibit B – Budget and 
there are other fund sources for the Project, Grantee agrees that it will bill Grantor at the same 
discounted rate as any other fund source. 
 
36. Budget Transfers and Contingency Funding. If costs identified in budget categories contained in 
Exhibit B – Budget will or are projected to be higher than estimated and Grantee seeks to offset these 
higher costs by lower costs in other budget categories, Grantee shall submit a Budget Shift Request form, 
which may be obtained from the Grant Manager to Grantor to approve a shift of funds between such 
budget categories. The budget category for Contingencies, if any, shall be used only upon written 
approval by Grantor at Grantor’s sole discretion. Any request for budget transfer or use of Contingency 
funding shall only be approved where the funds will or have been used consistent with the Purposes of 
the Grant. Grantor shall approve or deny a requested budget revision or use of Contingency funding in 
writing. 
 
37. Indirect Costs. Grantee has requested and Grantor has applied the following Indirect Cost rate: 10% 
of total project cost 

If Grantee seeks to recover Indirect Costs, this item must be included as a line item in Exhibit B - Budget. 
Any cost that is billed as a direct cost may not be included as an Indirect Cost. It is the responsibility of 
Grantee to keep documentation for all Indirect Costs claimed in Exhibit B – Budget, including Grantee’s 
calculation used to determine the rate, and to keep backup documents in audit-ready files.  

38. Subcontracts. All agreements between Grantee and any third party (hereinafter “Subcontract”) 
related to the Project for over $10,000 must be in writing and contain language that establishes the right 
of the auditors of the State of California to examine the records of the third party relative to the goods, 
services, equipment, materials, supplies, or other assistance provided to Grantee for the Project. They 
must also include the provisions required in section 47f. All such records shall be retained for 3 years 
from the date of completion of the work covered by the Subcontract. Grantee shall provide a complete 
copy of each Subcontract over $10,000 to Grantor within 60 days of its execution. 
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Nothing contained in this Agreement or otherwise shall create any contractual relationship between 
Grantor and any Subrecipient, and no contract or subcontract shall relieve Grantee of its responsibilities 
and obligations hereunder. Grantee agrees to be as fully responsible to Grantor for the acts and 
omissions of its Subrecipients and of persons directly or indirectly employed by any of them as it is for 
the acts and omissions of persons directly employed by Grantee. Grantee’s obligation to pay its 
Subrecipients is an independent obligation from Grantor’s obligation to make payments to Grantee. As a 
result, Grantor shall have no obligation to pay or to enforce the payment of any monies to any 
Subrecipient. 

39. Equipment. Only Equipment that is identified in the Full Application may be purchased using Grant 
Funds. If Grantee determines that the purchase of Equipment other than what is included in the Full 
Application is essential to the Project, Grantee must obtain prior written approval to do so, and approval 
may be provided at Grantor’s sole discretion.  

Equipment with a unit cost of $5,000 or more purchased with Grant Funds shall be identified in 
Grantee’s Final Report except for Equipment that has become permanently affixed to the Property as 
part of the Project. Grantor will make a determination on the final disposition of the purchased 
Equipment with a unit cost of $5,000 or more. 

40. Insurance. Unless otherwise specified in the Agreement, prior to the Project Start Date, Grantee shall 
furnish to Grantor either proof of self-insurance or a certificate of insurance stating that there is liability 
insurance presently in effect for Grantee of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence for bodily injury, 
property damage, motor vehicle liability, and workers’ compensation coverage. Grantee agrees to make 
the entire insurance policy available to Grantor upon request. The certificate of insurance will include 
provisions a, b and c, in their entirety: 

a. The insurer will not cancel the insured’s coverage without thirty (30) days prior written notice to the 
Wildlife Conservation Board; 

b. The State of California (State) and Wildlife Conservation Board, their officers, agents, employees, and 
servants are included as additional insureds for all activities carried out pursuant to this Agreement; and 

c. The State and Wildlife Conservation Board will not be responsible for any premiums or assessments on 
the policy. 

Grantee agrees that the insurance provided for herein shall be in effect at all times during the Project 
Term and any Long-term Management Period.  In the event Grantee fails to keep in effect the insurance 
coverage as herein provided, Grantor may, in addition to any other remedies it may have, suspend, or 
terminate this Agreement. 

The insurance required above shall cover all of Grantee’s personnel and equipment used in the 
performance of this Agreement.  

When applicable, if Subrecipients performing work under this Agreement do not have insurance 
equivalent to the above, Grantee’s policy shall provide such coverage for the Subrecipient. 

41. Amendment. Any request by Grantee for an amendment to this Agreement must be made using the 
Amendment Request form, which may be obtained from the Grant Manager, stating the requested 
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amendment and the reason therefor. Amendments will be approved at the sole discretion of Grantor. 
This Agreement may be modified only by a written amendment signed by Grantor and Grantee. The 
Landowner must execute amendments when the Landowner will be affected by the amendment. Other 
than a formal amendment, no oral or written understanding or agreement shall be binding on the 
Parties. Any subsequent amendments to this Agreement are incorporated by reference as though set 
forth in full herein. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no amendment is needed to change a designated 
contact pursuant to section 7. 

The previous paragraph notwithstanding, Grantor reserves the right to amend this Agreement without 
the consent of Grantee, should Grantor determine that it is necessary to do so to ensure consistency 
between the provisions of this Agreement and related documents. 

42. Assignment or Transfer by Grantee. Except as provided in section 44 regarding change in owner, this 
Agreement is not assignable or transferable by Grantee, either in whole or in part, without the prior 
written consent of Grantor which Grantor may grant or withhold at Grantor’s sole discretion. Any 
assignment or transfer must be in writing and may be required to be recorded. 

43. Notice of Agreement. The terms, conditions, and restrictions of this Agreement shall be binding 
upon and inure to the benefit of the Parties hereto and their personal representatives, heirs, successors 
and assigns and, where Grant Funds will be used on the Property, shall continue as a servitude running 
with the Property for the Project Term and any Long-term Management Period.  
44. Notice of Change in Ownership of Land. This Agreement shall not prevent the transfer of the 
Property or interests therein by the Landowner. Grantee and/or Landowner shall provide written notice 
to Grantor 90 days prior to any change in ownership of the Property. Such notice shall include 
information regarding the type of proposed transfer (e.g. fee simple, transfer of partial interest, 
leasehold interest, water right) and the name of the proposed transferee. Upon such receipt, Grantor 
may determine that the obligations of Grantee and/or Landowner under the Agreement need to be 
assigned to the proposed transferee. Grantee and/or Landowner shall work with Grantor to execute any 
necessary assignment and assumption agreements regarding the Agreement. 

45. Resolution of Disputes. The Grant Manager has initial jurisdiction over each controversy arising 
under or in connection with the interpretation or performance of this Agreement including 
disbursement of Grant Funds. Grantee will diligently pursue with the Grant Manager a mutually 
agreeable settlement of any such controversy. 

If the controversy cannot be resolved between Grantee and the Grant Manager, Grantee must direct the 
grievance together with any evidence, in writing, to Grantor’s Executive Director. The grievance must 
state the issues in the dispute, the legal authority or other basis for Grantee's position, and the relief 
sought. 

The Executive Director or their designee shall meet with a representative of Grantee to review the 
issues. A written decision signed by the Executive Director or designee shall be returned to Grantee 
within twenty (20) working days of the conclusion of this meeting. The decision of the Executive Director 
or designee shall be final. 

Grantee shall continue with its responsibilities under this Agreement during any dispute unless Grantor 
issues a notice of suspension/stop work order pursuant to section 47. 
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46. Breach by Grantee. Except as provided herein, in the event of a Breach of Grantee’s obligations 
under this Agreement that Grantor intends to enforce, Grantor shall give notice to Grantee describing 
the Breach. If Grantee does not cure the Breach within the time set in Grantor’s notice, which may be 
extended at the discretion of Grantor if Grantee is diligently pursuing the cure, Grantee shall be in 
Default of this Agreement. Grantor shall have the sole discretion to determine if this provision providing 
notice and an opportunity cure will apply. In the event that Grantor has determined there is a need to 
seek a remedy for violation of the Agreement without notice and opportunity to cure because the 
violation is uncurable, it may do so, and Grantee shall be in Default of this Agreement. 

47. Termination or Suspension of Agreement. 
a. Termination before Project Commencement. Before the Project commences (i.e. costs incurred and 
payments disbursed), either Party can terminate this Agreement for any reason by providing the other 
Party with 30 days written notice. 

b. Termination by Mutual Consent. During the Project Term and the Long-term Management Period, this 
Agreement can be terminated at any time by mutual written consent of both Parties. Upon mutual 
termination, both Parties will work cooperatively to resolve any outstanding financial obligations and 
bring the work specified in this Agreement to closure. 

c. Termination for Cause. During the Project Term and any Long-term Management Period, if Grantor 
determines Grantee has made a material misrepresentation, violated this Agreement, failed to fulfill its 
obligations under this Agreement, is in Default or otherwise determines there is cause to do so, including 
Grantor’s determination that funds are unavailable as described in section 11, Grantor can terminate this 
Agreement by providing Grantee with a written notice of termination specifying the date of termination 
(Notice of Termination).  

d. Grantee’s duties upon Termination. In the event of termination by mutual consent, on the date 
mutually agreed upon, or on the date specified in the Notice of Termination, Grantee shall stop work 
under this Agreement and take all reasonable measures to prevent further costs under this Agreement. 
Grantee shall immediately provide Grantor with an accounting of all funds received under this 
Agreement and return any Grant Funds, including but not limited to Advance Payments, received under 
this Agreement which have not been previously expended to provide the services outlined within this 
Agreement. At its discretion, Grantor may reimburse to Grantee any eligible, reasonable, and non-
cancelable obligations and costs incurred by Grantee in the performance of this Agreement prior to 
termination, but only up to the undisbursed balance of funding authorized in this Agreement. Except 
when Grantor issued a Notice of Termination because funds were unavailable pursuant to section 11, in 
the event of a Notice of Termination, Grantee shall be liable for prompt repayment of all amounts 
disbursed under this Agreement, including Advance Payments, plus accrued interest and any further 
costs related to the Project. (Interest shall be calculated at the rate(s) earned by the State’s Pooled 
Money Investment Account from the date of disbursement to the date of repayment, compounded 
monthly.) Grantor may, at its sole discretion, consider extenuating circumstances, including whether 
Grantee’s failure to fulfill its obligations was due to no fault of Grantee, and may waive Grantee’s 
obligation to repay, in whole or in part. This paragraph shall not be deemed to limit any other remedies 
Grantor may have for Grantee’s failure to complete the Project in accordance with the terms of this 
Agreement. 
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e. Suspension/Stop work orders. Grantor may suspend this Agreement at any time upon reasonable 
written notice to Grantee. Grantee shall provide such notice to Landowner upon receipt from Grantor. 
Any notice suspending work under this Agreement shall remain in effect until Grantor authorizes work to 
resume by giving further written notice to Grantee. In the event of a suspension, Grantee shall 
immediately stop work under this Agreement and take all reasonable measures to prevent further costs 
to Grantor under this Agreement. At its discretion, Grantor may reimburse to Grantee any eligible, 
reasonable, and non-cancelable obligations and costs incurred by Grantee in the performance of this 
Agreement prior to suspension, but only up to the undisbursed balance of funding authorized in this 
Agreement.  

f. Notice to Subrecipient of Termination and Suspension. Grantee shall include in any written agreement 
with any Subrecipient retained for work under this Agreement a provision that entitles Grantee to 
suspend or terminate the agreement with the Subrecipient with written notice and on the same terms 
and conditions specified in this section.  

48. Specific Performance for Grantee’s Default. In the event of a Default by Grantee, in addition to any 
and all other remedies available at law or in equity, Grantor may seek specific performance of this 
Agreement. Grantee agrees that specific performance is an appropriate remedy because such benefit 
exceeds to an immeasurable and unascertainable extent the amount of money furnished by Grantor by 
way of Grant Funds under the provisions of this Agreement. Grantee agrees that payment by Grantee to 
Grantor of an amount equal to the amount of the Grant Funds disbursed under this Agreement by 
Grantor would be inadequate compensation to Grantor for any Default by Grantee of this Agreement.  

49. Other Remedies for Grantee’s Default. In the event of a Default by Grantee, in addition to any and all 
other remedies available at law or in equity, Grantor may withhold Grant Funds from Grantee or may 
require reimbursement of Grant Funds, including Advance Payments, that were disbursed. 

50. Reimbursement Formula for Grantee’s Default. In the event of a Default by Grantee, in addition to 
any and all other remedies available at law or in equity, Grantor may require Grantee to reimburse the 
Grant Funds to Grantor in an amount determined by application of the following Reimbursement 
Formula. 

Formula:  Dollar amount of Grant Funds divided by Long-term Management Period, times the number of 
years remaining in the Long-term Management Period. 

Example:  Grantor grants $50,000 to Grantee for the restoration and enhancement of wetland and 
riparian habitat and the Long-term Management Period is 25 years. With 10.5 years remaining on the 
Long-term Management Period, Grantee is in Default under the Agreement. The reimbursement amount 
would be $21,000, calculated as follows: 

($50,000 ÷ 25 years) x 10.5 years = $21,000  

Reimbursement shall be due from Grantee immediately upon written demand by Grantor. Interest shall 
accrue at the highest rate allowed by law from the time that the reimbursement becomes due until it is 
actually received by Grantor. 
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51. Cost Recovery. Any costs incurred by Grantor, where Grantor is the prevailing party, in enforcing the 
terms of this Agreement, including but not limited to costs of suit, attorneys’ and experts’ fees, at trial 
and on appeal, and costs of enforcing any judgment, shall be borne by Grantee. 

52. Indemnification. To the fullest extent permitted by law, Grantee shall indemnify, protect, defend, and 
hold harmless Grantor, the State of California, and their respective members, officers, agents, 
employees, and representatives, from and against any and all claims, demands, damages, losses, costs 
(including attorneys’ fees), expenses, and liability of any nature, including, but not limited to, suits filed 
under the California Environmental Quality Act, (hereafter “Claims”) arising out of or incident to the 
Project, Grantee’s entry upon and use of the Property, and the performance of, or failure to observe or 
perform, any obligations of Grantee under this Agreement. This obligation shall run in perpetuity. The 
obligations of Grantee under this section include, without limitation, Claims resulting from the 
generation, use, storage, disposal, release, or threatened release of any hazardous or toxic substance, 
material, or waste; petroleum or petroleum products and other substances that present a threat to 
human health or the environment. 

53. Grantee’s Waiver. Grantee waives any and all rights to any type of express or implied indemnity or 
right of contribution from Grantor, its officers, agents, or employees for any liability arising from, growing 
out of, or in any way connected with this Agreement, except claims arising from the gross negligence of 
Grantor, its officers, agents, and employees. 

If Grantee is a public entity, Grantee waives any right to contribution and indemnity from Grantor and/or 
the State of California arising under Government Code sections 895.2 and 895.6 in connection with this 
Agreement. 

54. Waiver of Agreement Terms. - Enforcement of the terms of this Agreement by Grantor shall be at 
the discretion of Grantor, and any forbearance by Grantor to exercise its rights under this Agreement 
shall not be deemed or construed to be a waiver of such term or of any subsequent Breach of the same 
or any other term of this Agreement or any of the rights of Grantor under it. No term or provision hereof 
will be considered waived by Grantor, and no Breach is excused or consented to Grantor, unless such 
waiver or consent is in writing and signed by Grantor.  

55. Accounting and Records. Grantee shall maintain complete and accurate records of its Project Costs 
with respect to Project Activities under this Agreement, in accordance with Exhibit A of the Grant 
Guidelines and Generally Accepted Accounting Principles published by the Financial Accounting 
Standards Board and shall retain said records for at least three years after final disbursement by Grantor, 
unless a longer retention period is specified in writing by Grantor. 

56. Audits. During the three-year period after final disbursement, unless a longer retention period has 
been specified by Grantor, Grantee shall make, or cause to be made, records relating to this Agreement 
available to Grantor or other duly authorized representatives of the State of California for inspection, 
copying, and audit purposes during normal business hours. Records may be required to be disclosed 
electronically, if so requested by Grantor or its representative. The audit shall be confined to those 
matters connected with this Agreement, including but not limited to administration and Indirect Costs. 
Further, the Department of Finance or its designee may audit any Advance Payments received by 
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Grantee and Subrecipient, and Grantee and Subrecipient shall cooperate fully with the audit including, 
but not limited to, providing access to its staff, books, records, accounts, or other materials as requested.  

In the event of a negative audit finding, including expenditures not properly documented or not allowed, 
Grantee may be required to take action specified in or consistent with the audit finding, including 
repayment of Grant Funds.  

57. Labor Code. Grantee’s implementation of the Project must comply with the California Labor Code 
(unless an exemption therefrom applies.) Projects funded in whole or in part with Grant Funds may be a 
public work under the Labor Code (See section 1720 et seq.) Labor Code compliance may require the 
payment of prevailing wage. Grantee is responsible for Labor Code compliance, and Grantor does not 
provide advice about Labor Code compliance.   

58. Business and Professions Code. Grantee’s implementation of the Project must comply with the 
California Business and Professions Code. Grantee shall be responsible for obtaining the services of an 
appropriately licensed professional if required by the Business and Professions Code, including but not 
limited to section 6700 et seq. (Professional Engineers Act) and section 7800 et seq. (Geologists and 
Geophysicists Act). Grantor does not provide advice about Business and Professions Code compliance. 

59. Rights in Data. Grantee agrees that all data, studies, plans, drawings, specifications, reports, 
computer programs, operating manuals, notes, and other written or graphic work produced in the 
performance of this Agreement, are subject to the rights of Grantor and the State of California (State) as 
set forth in this section. Grantor and the State shall have the right to reproduce, publish and use all such 
work, or any part thereof, in any manner and for any purposes whatsoever, except commercial purposes, 
and to authorize others to do so. If any such work is copyrightable, Grantee may copyright the same, 
except that, as to any work which is copyrighted by Grantee, Grantor, and the State reserve a royalty-
free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable license to reproduce, publish, and use such work, or any part thereof, 
and to authorize others to do so. 

60. Data Collection and Documentation. If data collection is part of the Project, Grantee, its employees, 
agents, volunteers, and Subrecipients are responsible for ensuring that Project data are collected using 
peer-approved methods, undergo a quality control and accuracy assessment process, include metadata 
that meet the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s minimum standards that can be found at 
Metadata Guidelines (ca.gov), include documentation of the methods and quality assessments utilized 
are properly stored and protected until the Project has been completed, and data have been delivered to 
Grantor, if such delivery is required by this Agreement.  

61. Use of Intellectual Property and Conditions of Use. Grantee agrees that any photo, video, or other 
documentation submitted to Grantor pursuant to this Agreement is the property of Grantee and Grantee 
has permission to use the image of any individual contained therein.  If a photo, video or other 
documentation is not the property of Grantee, Grantee must have both permission to use the photo, 
video, or other documentation and to make the following grant of use. Grantee hereby grants Grantor 
and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) permission to use, reproduce, publish, or 
display the photo, video, or other documentation in any manner by Grantor or CDFW free of charge for 
the purposes of public information, education, and outreach, in perpetuity. The material submitted shall 
not be used for commercial purposes. If any submitted material is subject to copyright, trademark, 
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service mark, or patent held by Grantee, Grantor and CDFW are hereby granted and shall have a 
perpetual, royalty-free, non-exclusive, and irrevocable license to use, reproduce, publish, or display such 
material. 

62. Conflicts of Interest. Grantee represents that no officer, agent, or employee of Grantor shall, for 
compensation or personal benefit, serve as an agent or employee of Grantee in the performance of the 
Project. Grantor represents that any individual who has participated in the review of the Project or the 
preparation or creation of this Agreement on behalf of Grantor is ineligible to receive funds or personally 
benefit in any way from the Grant Funds. 

63. Non-Discrimination. During the performance of this Agreement, Grantee shall not unlawfully 
discriminate against, harass, or allow harassment against any employee or applicant for employment 
because of race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical disability (including HIV and 
AIDS), mental disability, medical condition, reproductive health decision making, genetic information, 
marital status, age, sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation or use of family-
care leave, medical-care leave or pregnancy-disability leave, or military and veteran status. Grantee shall 
ensure that the evaluation and treatment of its employees and applicants for employment are free of 
such discrimination and harassment. Grantee shall comply with the provisions of the Fair Employment 
and Housing Act (FEHA; Government Code Section 12900 et seq.) and applicable regulations (California 
Code of Regulations, Title 2, Section 110000 et seq.) The regulations of the Fair Employment and 
Housing Commission regarding implementing FEHA are incorporated by reference into this Agreement 
and made a part hereof as if set forth in full. Grantee shall give written notice of its obligations under this 
non-discrimination clause to labor organizations with which Grantee has a collective bargaining or other 
agreement and shall post in conspicuous places available to employees and applicants for employment, 
notice setting forth the provisions of this section. Grantee shall also include the nondiscrimination and 
compliance provisions of this Agreement in all contracts and subcontracts related to the Project. 

64. Executive Order N-6-22 – Russia Sanctions. On March 4, 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom issued 
Executive Order N-6-22 (EO) regarding sanctions in response to Russian aggression in Ukraine. The EO is 
located at  
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/3.4.22-Russia-Ukraine-ExecutiveOrder.pdf. 
Grantee represents that it is in compliance with the economic sanctions imposed in response to Russia’s 
actions in Ukraine, including with respect to, but not limited to, the federal executive orders identified in 
the EO and the sanctions identified on the U.S. Department of the Treasury website 
(https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/sanctionsprograms-and-country-
information/ukraine-russia-related-sanctions). If this grant is for greater than $5 million, the EO requires 
that Grantee report to Grantor regarding compliance with the economic sanctions imposed by the 
federal and state governments. The form and information regarding this report can be found at 
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/-/media/Divisions/OLS/Ukraine-Russia/EO-N-6-22-April-22-2022-Joint-
Memo.pdf 

65. Drug-Free Workplace Certification. By signing this Agreement, Grantee hereby certifies that Grantee 
will comply with the requirements of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1990 (Government Code Section 
8350 et seq.) and will provide a drug-free workplace by taking the following actions: 
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a. Publish a statement notifying employees that unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation, 
possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the workplace and specifying actions to be 
taken against employees for violations of this prohibition. 

b. Establish a Drug-Free Awareness Program to inform employees about all of the following: 

1. the dangers of drug abuse in the workplace; 
2. the person's or organization's policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace; 
3. any available counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs; and, 
4. penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations. 

c. Provide that every employee who works on the Project: 

       1.  will receive a copy of the company's drug-free policy statement; and, 
       2.  will agree to abide by the terms of the company's statement as a condition of employment on     
 the Project.  
In addition to other remedies contained herein, Grantee may be ineligible for award of any future state 
contracts if Grantor determines that any of the following has occurred: (1) Grantee has made a false 
certification or (2) Grantee violates the certification by failing to carry out the requirements as noted 
above. 

66. Union Organizing. By signing this Agreement, Grantee hereby acknowledges the applicability to this 
Agreement of Government Code sections 16645 through 16649, and certifies that: 

a. No state funds disbursed by this grant will be used to assist, promote, or deter union organizing; 

b. Grantee shall account for state funds disbursed for a specific expenditure by this grant, to show those 
funds were allocated to that expenditure; 

c. Grantee shall, where state funds are not designated as described above, allocate, on a pro-rata basis, 
all disbursements that support the grant program; and 

d. If Grantee makes expenditures to assist, promote, or deter union organizing, Grantee will maintain 
records sufficient to show that no state funds were used for those expenditures, and that Grantee shall 
provide those records to the Attorney General upon request. 

67. Entire Agreement. This Agreement, including the attached Exhibits and documents incorporated by 
reference, constitutes the entire Agreement between the Parties hereto relating to the Project. 

68. Severability. If any provision of this Agreement or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance is held to be invalid or unenforceable, that shall not affect any other provision of this 
Agreement or applications of the Agreement that can be given effect without the invalid or 
unenforceable provision or application. To this end the provisions of this Agreement are severable. 

69. Further Acts by Legislature or Governor. This Agreement is subject to any additional statutes, 
restrictions, limitations, or conditions enacted by the Legislature or Executive Order which may affect the 
provisions, terms, or funding for this Agreement in any manner, and Grantor has the right to amend this 
Agreement to reflect any such further acts. Grantor will not be liable for any costs or damages incurred 
by Grantee based on the circumstances described in this section. 
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70. Time of the Essence. Time is of the essence with respect to the Project Completion Date. Where 
other dates or timelines have been specified, Grantor, at its sole discretion, may modify those dates in 
writing without an amendment to this Agreement. 

71. Choice of Law. This Agreement is governed by and shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws 
of the State of California.  

72. No Third-Party Beneficiaries. Nothing in this Agreement is intended to create in the public, or in any 
member of it, rights as a third-party beneficiary under this Agreement, and no one other than the Parties 
themselves may enforce any of the rights or obligations created by this Agreement. 

73. Headings. Headings within this Agreement are for convenient reference only and have no effect in 
limiting or extending the language of the provisions to which they refer. 

74. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 
original and all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

75. Electronic Signatures. The Parties agree to accept electronic signatures (as defined in section 1633.2 
of the California Civil Code), faxed versions of an original signature, or electronically scanned and 
transmitted versions (e.g., via pdf) of an original signature. 

76. Exhibits. Each of the Exhibits referenced in this Agreement is incorporated by reference as though 
set forth in full herein. The following Exhibits are attached to this Agreement: 

Exhibit A – Location Map 
Exhibit B – Budget 
Exhibit C – Work Plan 
Exhibit D – Long-term Management Plan  
 

 

 

 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned parties have executed this Agreement.  

GRANTOR  
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD  
 
 

By: ____(Draft – Do Not Sign) _____________ Date: _________________________  
Jennifer M. Norris, PhD 
Executive Director  
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GRANTEE  
LAGUNA CANYON FOUNDATION  
 
 

By: ____(Draft – Do Not Sign) _____________Date: __________________________ 
Scott Thomas 
Executive Director 
 

Landowner Concurrence. By signing below, Landowner authorizes Grantee, its agents, employees, 
representatives, invitees, contractors, and subcontractors to enter on and use the Property for all 
purposes necessary or appropriate to carry out the Project and the obligations of Grantee under this 
Agreement. Except as specified below, this authorization is subject and subordinate to the terms and 
conditions of____________________, between Landowner and Grantee, dated________________. 
Landowner authorizes Grantor, its agents, employees, and representatives to enter the Property as 
specified in section 22 of this Agreement, and further, Landowner agrees to ensure that any activity on 
or use of the Property is consistent with the Purposes of Grant and any Long-term Management Plan for 
the Project attached as Exhibit D – Long-term Management Plan. These activities may include access by 
members of the public if specified in Exhibit D – Long-term Management Plan. 

LANDOWNER  
ORANGE COUNTY PARKS 

 

By: ____(Draft – Do Not Sign) _____________ Date: _________________________  
Pam Passow 
Director 
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EXHIBIT A – Location Map 
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EXHIBIT B – Budget 

 

Project Task WCB Non-WCB 
Funds OCP OCCC Totals 

Project Management $207,186  $10,000  ---  ---  $217,186  
Site Preparation $539,955  $10,000 $15,000 $93,334 $658,289  
Site Maintenance $169,318  $10,000 $15,000 $93,333 $287,651  
Plant Establishment $663,719  $45,000  $20,000 $93,333 $822,052  
Monitoring $188,066  ---  --- ---  $188,066  
Indirect Costs $176,756  ---  --- ---  $176,756  

Total $1,945,000  $75,000  $50,000 $280,000 $2,350,000  
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EXHIBIT C – Work Plan 

The Project will restore and enhance 71 acres of type-converted non-native annual grassland located 
within Laguna Coast Wilderness Park. The goal is to improve the habitat value of this area for species 
dependent on Coastal Sage Scrub, Cactus Scrub and Grassland habitats such as the coastal California 
gnatcatcher, coastal cactus wren, grasshopper sparrow, white-tailed kite, and Crotch’s bumblebee. 

The Project will actively restore 14 acres of habitat including 8 acres of cactus scrub, 3 acres of coastal 
sage scrub, and 3 acres of riparian scrub. The project will also enhance 57 acres of habitat including 43 
acres of grassland, 3 acres of coastal sage scrub, 1 acre of riparian scrub, and 10 acres of weed buffer 
along neighboring creeks. 

All start and completion dates are estimates and subject to change. 

TASK 1: Project Administration 
January 2027 to March 2030 

Overall project coordination including documentation, invoicing, reporting, staff supervision & contractor 
oversight, coordination with landowners, consultants, and partners. 

Deliverables: Quarterly progress reports; Copies of subcontracts greater than $10,000; Project Final 
Report that includes photo documentation and a final treatment location map 

Task 2: Site Preparation 
January 2027 to March 2030 

Grantee will implement a site preparation and weed management plan that implements an adaptive 
management strategy to reduce the weed seed bank within the Project site. Key tasks for Site 
Preparation include the initial non-native plant removal and 2-3 seasons of grow-kill cycles to reduce 
non-native annual forb and grass seed bank within restoration polygons. 

To be completed: Initial non-native plant removal using mowing equipment; weed management to 
deplete non-native seed bank reserves through 2-3 seasons of rainfall induced grow-kill cycles. 

Task 3: Site Maintenance 
January 2029to March 2030 

Within the annual and perennial grassland, alkali marsh, and coastal sage scrub enhancement areas, 
targeted invasive control will be conducted throughout the duration of the project. This weed 
management will focus on maintaining overall community structure within these polygons. 

Targeted invasive control will focus on reducing weed populations of specific non-native, invasive weeds. 
These weeds include, but are not limited to, the following: Brassica nigra, Hirschfeldia incana, 
Foeniculum vulgare, Cynara cardunculus, Brachypodium distachyon, Oenothera xenogaura, Vicia villosa, 
and Lactuca serriola. As it is expected that more weeds will emerge once initial treatment occurs, this list 
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may be expanded in consultation with OC Parks as the expressed weed populations change throughout 
the project. 

If weed management is needed in the Plant Establishment phase, weed abatement will be limited to 
selective spot-spraying and low drift techniques. Mechanical weed abatement will also be utilized for 
treatment of target invasive species. Any seeding or late-stage flowering weeds will be treated, bagged, 
and removed from the site if needed. 

To be completed: weed management as needed to reduce the non-native seed bank and prevent 
competition with establishing native plants 

Task 4: Plant Establishment 
January 2027 to March 2030 

Plant establishment tasks will be ongoing throughout the project. Tasks for plant establishment will 
include plant materials acquisition, plant installation, remedial planting, supplemental watering, and 
weed management. 

Task 4.1: Plant Materials Acquisition 

Plant material acquisition coordination will be ongoing throughout the Site Preparation phase in 
preparation for planting. This includes the acquisition of native plant seed, containers, plugs, 
cactus pads and cuttings. All plant materials will be determined in consultation with OC Parks 
and will originate from local sources within coastal Orange County to maximize the chance of 
long-term success of the restoration plantings and to preserve regional genetic integrity. If locally 
sourced propagules are not available, the Project Manager will discuss the possibility of using 
alternatively sourced seed with appropriate OC Parks Staff. 

Task 4.2:  Plant Installation 

Planting methods will include the following: seed, container plants, cactus pads and cuttings. 
Cactus scrub container plant installation will be phased through the first 3 years of this project to 
reduce annual demand for cactus pads from Bommer Ridge and other approved sources, and 
riparian scrub container plant installation will take place in year 1 with remedial planting in year 
2. Seed installation will occur in year 4 throughout the project after 2-3 seasons of weed 
treatments. 

All plant stock will be sourced from local seed and consist of good stock from a reputable grower. 
Plant stock will be inspected and rejected if infected with pathogens or is unlikely to succeed. 
When planting, all container stock will be thoroughly watered prior to planting. Holes will be dug 
at least two times the diameter of the plant container and two times the container depth. Holes 
will be filled with water and allowed to drain immediately before planting is to occur. If used, 
slow-release fertilizer packets will be placed in the hole with 2 to 3 inches of soil between the 
fertilizer packet and the bottom of the root ball. Holes will be backfilled with tamped native soil 
so that no air pockets remain and so that the top of the root ball is set one half inch above finish 
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grade. On sloped areas, a level watering basin with a 3-inch hand-packed earth berm 
approximately 36 inches in diameter will be constructed around each plant. Each plant will be 
thoroughly watered-in immediately after planting. 

Task 4.3:  Remedial Planting 

After initial container and cuttings planting, any terminally diseased, dead, or declining plants 
will be replaced the following season. Replacement plants will conform to the species, size 
requirements, and spacing as specified for the plants being replaced. Any container plantings 
and cuttings will be hand-watered using a water tank brought in by truck or UTV. Supplemental 
irrigation will be used solely for the establishment of specified plants within the planted areas. 

To be completed: Installation of cactus pads and mule fat cuttings in cactus scrub and riparian scrub 
restoration areas; container plant installation in coastal sage scrub and riparian scrub restoration areas; 
seed installation;  irrigation of container plants and cuttings through hand watering. 

Task 5: Monitoring 
January 2027 to March 2030 

Project will involve qualitative, quantitative, photographic and wildlife monitoring. Both qualitative and 
quantitative data regarding vegetation and wildlife will be used to further inform the adaptive 
management strategy, including evaluating this project in reference to performance targets. As the 
project progresses, this monitoring will help identify the success of weed management, plant 
establishment, and overall impacts of this project, and this information will be used to identify next steps 
and if changes in strategy are necessary throughout the project. 

Task 5.1: Qualitative Monitoring 

Qualitative monitoring inspections will be conducted monthly or more as needed throughout 
the project duration to ensure that project objectives are being completed as required. General 
observations such as plant fitness and health, presence of weeds and effectiveness of weed 
treatments, pest problems, plant mortality, erosion issues, and wildlife observations shall be 
recorded. The observer will make recommendations on any adaptive management measures 
needed to ensure the success of the project. 

Task 5.2: Quantitative Monitoring 

Quantitative monitoring will be conducted in years 0, 2, 4, and 5 during the active growing 
season. This quantitative monitoring program will serve to track changes at a landscape and a 
plant community scale by using several methods to track plant community change, changes in 
species diversity, and changes in native and non-native cover. Vegetation monitoring will include 
point-intercept sampling along transects as well as recording species within a 1-meter distance 
from either side of the transect. Permanent transects will be installed in both restoration and 
enhancement areas of the project. An analysis of monitoring data (native and non-native cover 
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and species richness) along with recommendations for any adaptive management measures 
needed to ensure the success of the project will be included in annual reports. 

Task 5.3: Photo Monitoring 

Fixed photo points will be established at the beginning of the project. Photo points will be 
monumented and recorded with GPS coordinates to ensure correct photo documentation. 
Photos will be taken annually to document the condition and progress of the Restoration Project. 
Representative photographs will be included in annual reports. 

Task 5.4: Nesting Bird Surveys 

To avoid disturbance to nesting birds during the implementation of this plan, if use of 
mechanized equipment is necessary during nesting bird season, a biological monitor will conduct 
a survey to determine the presence of any nesting behaviors, nest building, egg incubation, or 
brood rearing activities within a minimum of 300 feet from proposed work areas. If nesting birds 
are detected within 300 feet of proposed work areas, nest monitoring will be initiated and use of 
mechanized equipment within 300 feet of active nests will be delayed until the Project Manager 
determines that the nest is inactive or has created a species-specific buffer and cleared the work 
area within 72 hours of work. Multiple LCF conservation staff are trained and experienced in 
conducting nesting bird surveys and will conduct these for this project 

To be completed: Qualitative monitoring through site inspections; Quantitative transect vegetation 
monitoring; Nesting bird surveys; Avian point count surveys 

Deliverables: Monitoring results to be included in final report
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EXHIBIT D – Long Term Management Plan 

This project site is located within Laguna Coast Wilderness Park and will be protected and managed by 
the Landowner as part of a County Wilderness Park. The Project will be assessed on its ability to 
maintain intact habitat that is able to naturally self-recruit native-plants with decreased populations of 
nonnative, invasive weeds. Long-term management and maintenance of this project will follow these 
existing plans: 

• September 1998 Resource Management Plan for Laguna Coast Wilderness Park 
• Resource Plan for Laguna Laurel Easement Property, Irvine Ranch, Orange County, California 

If significant and concerning evidence is found that any part of the project is not functioning properly 
and threatens project objectives, Grantee will report findings to the WCB and any resource agencies who 
have permitted the project. 

Grantee” (LCF) will perform all long-term management duties through the 20-year period. If at any time 
during the 20-year long term management period, Grantee does not manage and maintain the project 
improvements, the Grant Agreement requires that it refund to the state of California an amortized 
amount of funds based on the number of years left on the project life. 
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