Correspondence
Bd. 9/15/26, Item 10

Lopez, Maria [COB]

From: ji young kwon <goodtime0111@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2026 10:11 AM

To: COB_Response

Subject: Public comment for agenda item #10 on 9/15

Attention: This email originated from outside the County of Orange. Use caution when opening
attachments or links.

Letter of Support for OCAPICA and PROJECT FOCUS

My son, Peter, has been participating in PROJECT FOCUS for the past four years, from the age
of 10 until now at 14.

The first time | took my child to a psychiatrist was because he said at school that he wanted to
die.

In addition, he suffered from a severe hand-washing habit that started after the pandemic.
His hands were always red, cracked, and looked as if they were burned because he used too
much soap and hand sanitizer.

When he got too angry or stressed during class, he would stomp his feet against his desk or
have trouble breathing.

When his stress was very high, it was hard for him to speak. His teachers had to make
communication cards with pictures so he could point to what he needed.

| did not understand why a child who was so smart and happy at home was experiencing such
terrible stress at school. Right after he talked about suicide, we met with a doctor and did
some tests. The results showed that he has both Autism (ASD) and Anxiety.

After his diagnosis, | spent three months desperately searching for help.

| called the Regional Center and every other service center within an hour's drive of our house.
Out of all those places, fewer than ten answered the phone directly. Most calls went straight
to voicemail, and only two or three places ever called me back.

Even when someone did call back, they had no open spots for Peter. The need for these
services had exploded after the pandemic.

Just as | was feeling completely exhausted, | found information about OCAPICA on the GGUSD
website and contacted them immediately.

For the first time, a person answered the phone with a very kind and happy voice.

They listened to my story and promised to do an evaluation as soon as possible. It was the
first time | felt any hope.

Because we already had the doctor's diagnosis, they moved quickly.



They even found a counselor for us who speaks Korean—something that was impossible to
find anywhere else.

This was PROJECT FOCUS, provided by KCS (Korean Community Services).

This program is not for children with minor challenges; it is designed for children who need
deep, special care and intensive support.

That is why | was very shocked to hear that this program might close.

PROJECT FOCUS is a lifeline for children who need high levels of help. The program
understands our children deeply because of the shared culture and language, and they
communicate easily with parents to support the family.

Over the past five years, inside KCS and PROJECT FOCUS, my child learned how to control his
stress, communicate with others, read emotional cues, talk without getting angry, and—
most importantly—build trust.

OCAPICA also gave me parent education and mental health support to help me take care of
myself while caring for my child.

A counselor, Yujin Park worked closely with the school counselor to check on Peter regularly,
and they helped us set up a 504 Plan to lower his stress at school.

While my child is not completely ready to leave the program yet, the 10-year-old boy who
wanted to die is gone.

In his place is a 14-year-old who talks about his problems, goes to counseling, and keeps
moving forward.

This is a major achievement made by a dedicated counselor, a case manager, Peter and myself
working hard together.

My child is just beginning high school. If this program disappears, | am terrified that he will
start thinking about suicide again.

Please continue funding OCAPICA and PROJECT FOCUS so they can keep providing these life-
saving services.

Sincerely,

Jiyoung Agnes Kim-Peter Kim’s Mom

GGUSD Member of Parents Advisory Committee

GGUSD Voting Member of Community Advisory Committee

GGUSD Representative for District Level English Learner Advisory Committee

Alamitos Intermediate School PTO Treasurer / Member of School Site Council / President of
English Learner Advisory Committee
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Jiyoung Agnes Kim- Peter Kim’s mom

GGUSD Member of Parents Advisory Committee
GGUSD Representative for District level English Learner Advisory Committee
GGUSD Voting Member of Community Advisory Committee

Alamitos Intermediate School PTO Treasurer / Member of School Site Council/ President of English Learner
Advisory Committee



